








Yehonala

T was Apnl m the aty of Peling the fourth month of the
olar year of 1852 the third month of the moon year the two
wndred and egbth year of the Manchu, the great Ching
masty Spnng was late and the northern winds carrying
1r Joad of fine yellow sand from the Gobi desert blew cold
winter over the housetops Sand dnfted down mnta the
ets sard whyled m eddies and fltered through doors and
ndows It silted mto corners and lay upon tables and chairs
and 1 th crevices of garments 1t dried upon the faces of
children when they wept, and 1 the wrinkles of old people
In the house of the Manchu Bannerman Muyanga 1n Pew
ter Lane the sand was more than usually tresome for the
windows did not fit tightly and the doors hung loose upon
therr wooden hinges On this particular mormng Orchud hug
nece and the eldest chuld of his dead brother was wakened
by the nase of wind and creaking wood She sat up m the
large Clunese bed she shared with her younger sister and
frowned when she saw the sand lying upon the red qult like
tinted sno v In a moment she crept out softly from the bed
clothes so that she m ght not a vaken the sleepe Under her
bare feet she felt the sand on the floor and s ghed Only yes
terd. y she had swept the house clean, and all was to be swept
gainy as soon as the wind died
She was a handsome @l this Orclud, seeming taller than
was b cause she was slender an1 held herself erect Her
ur s we e strong but not coarse her no e straight her
brows clear ber mouth well shaped and not too small
»t great betuty Liy in her eyes They were Jong and larges
d exceedingly clear the black and the white pure
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arate Yet such beauty might have been meaningless;
for the natural spint and intelhgence that informed h
tire bemng although she still was very young She was ex
controlled her strength apparent m the smoothness of her
movements and the calm of her manner

In the sand gray hight of the morming she dressed herself
swiftly and noselessly and putting aside the blue cotton cur
tams that served as a door she went mto the mam room and
from that mto the small kitchen adjomning 1t Steam rose from
the large wron cauldron set mto the earthen stove

Lu Ma, sa she greeted the serving woman  You are ely
this moring  Selfcontrol was n the estreme gentleness of
her pretty voice held resclutely low

From behind the stove a cracked voice replied I could
not sleep Young Mistress What shall we do when you leave

usi
Orchid smiled The Emperors Dowager Mother may not
choose me—my cousin Sakota 1s far more beautsful than 1
am She looked belind the stove Lu Ma sas crouched
there feeding wisps of dned grass mto the fire making the
most of every blade of the scanty fuel

“You will be chosen The old womanss tone was definite
and sad and emerging at this moment from behind the stove

looked desolate a small hunchbacked Chimese her blue

*on garments faded and patched her bound feet stumps

face shrunken mto a net of brown wrinkles o ithned with

" lesand Sand lay on her gray hair and frosted her eyebrows
and the edge of her upper Lp

“This hotse cannot do without you she moaned Second
Sister will not so much as sew a seam because you have al
ways done everything for her Those two boys your bro
wear out a parr of shoes apiece m every moon month And
what of your kinsman Jung Lu? Are you not as good as be
trothed to him since your childhaod?

In a manner we are betrothed Orchid replied m the
sam pretty voice She took a basin from the table and #
iron ladle from the platform of the stove and dipped the b
water from the cauldron Then reaching for a small g
to el that hung on the wall she put 1t in the water a
s tnging 1t steaming dry she wiped her face and nech
wrsts and hands Her smooth oval face grew punk with
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damp heat and she Jooked wto the few mches of muror that
hung above the table There she saw enly her extraordmary
eyes Ively and dark She was proud of her eyes although she
never allowed a sign of pride to escape her When ne ghbor
‘women spoke of her moth eyebrows and the leaf shaped eyes
beneath them she seemed not to hear But she heard

“Ate the old woman said, stanng at her I did always
say that you bave a de tinv It 1s m your eyes We must obey
the Emperor the Son of Heaven And when you are Empress
my precious you will remember us and send down help

Orchud laughed soft controlled laughter I shall be only a
concubine one of hundreds!

You ll be what Heaven ordains the old woman de
clared She wrung the towel out of the water and hung 1t en
its nail Then she bfted the basin and went to the door and
poured the water carefully on the earth outside

Comb your har Young Mistress she smd. J ng Lu wli
come e rly this mormng He said that today he might be the
bearer of the golden summons

Orclud d d not reply but she walked with her usual grace
into her bedroom She glanced toward the bed Her s ster
was shll sleeping the shght form scarcely rounded under the
quiit Quietly she unwound her long black hair and combed 1t
through w th a Chinese wooden comb perfumed with the
fragrant ol of a cassia tree Then she wound her haw m two
cous over her ears and into each coil she put a small fower
of seed pearls surrounded wath leaves of thin green jade

Before she had fimshed she heard the footsteps of her kans
man Jung Lu i the next room and then hus vorce deep even
for a mans vowce asking for her For the first time 1n her Iife
she did not go to bum at once They were Manchu, and the
ancient Chinese law and custom forbidding the meet1 g of
m le and female beyond t! ¢ age of seven, had not kept them
apart. She and Jung Lu had been playmates 1 chidhood and
~.stn friends when childhood as past He was now a
guardsman at the gates of the Forbidden City and because of
Tus duty th re he could not come often to Muyanga s house
Yet he was alvays h re on feast davs and burthdays and at
e Chinese feast of the Crack of Spnng two months ago he

ad spoken to her of mamage

On that day she had neither refused bim nor anrer

-

T



She had smiled her bnlhiant smile and she had smd You
must not speak to me instead of to m; uncle

We are cousms he had reminded her

Thrnce removed  ste had rejomed

Thus she had rephed without yes or no and remembering
now 1 hat had passed on that dav and mdeed she thougtt of
1t als ays whatever she did she put aside the curtan There
i1 the mam room he stood tall and sturdy Ius feet planted
well apart On another day he would have taken off his
guardsman s round cap of red fox fur and even perhaps hss
outer tunic but today he stood as though he were a stranger
holding 1 his hand a packet wrapped 1 yellow silk

She saw 1t at once and he knew she saw it They caught
each others thought, as always .

He said  You recogmze the impenal summons

It would be foolish not to know it she rephed

They had never spoken with formal address nor used th~
courtesies and small talk of man and woman They knew each
other too well

He said his eyes not moving from bers Is Muyanga my
kmsman awake!

She said not moving her eyes from his “You know that
he does pot nse before noon

Today he must nise  Jung Lu retosted I need hus signa
tute of receipt as guardian in your fathers place

She turned her bead and called Lu Ma wake mv unclel

ung Lu 15 here and must have his signature before he re-
ums to the palace

Ate yr  the old woman sighed

Orchud put out her hand  Let me see the packet

Jung Lu shook s head It 1s for Muyanga "

She let her hand fall “Yet I know what 1t says 1 2m to go
to the palace with my cousin Sakota nme days from now

His black eyes glowered under heavy brows Who has told
you before me?’

She looked away from hxm_her long eyes half idden under
the strucht black lashes “The Chinese know everythimg I
stopped yesterday on the street to watch therr wandenng
actors They played The Emperor s Conoubine—that old phy;
but they made 5t pew In the sixth moon on the twentiel
day the play said, the Manchu virgues must appear befoj re.



the Dowager Mother of the Son of Heaven How many of us
are there this year;
Susty ” he sard

She Lfted her stra ght long lashes black above her onyx
eyes I am one of sixtyP”

1 have no doubt that n the end you will be first he sud

His voice so deep so quet, went to her heart with pro
phetic force

Where ¥ am ” she sad  yon wall be near me That I shall
1msist upon  Are you not my kinsman?”

They were ganng at each other again forgetful for the
mement of all except themselves He said sternly as though
she had not spoken 1 came he e purposmg to ask your
guard an to give you to me for my wafe Now I do not know
what he will do

Can he refuse the 1mpenal summons?” she asked

She looked away from hun and then, her smooth grace
accentuated she walked to the long blackwood table which
stood agamst the mner wall of the room Between two high
brass candlesticks under the painting of the sacred mountam
of Wu T'as a pot of yello v orchids bloomed

“They opened this morming—tte fmpenal color It 13 an
omen " she murmured.

Everything is an omen now m your rund ™ he said

She turned to hum her black eves bnght and angry Isat
not my duty to serve the Emperor if T am chosen? She
Jooked away from hum and her voice lowered to its usual
ge tleness If ] am not chosen certainly I will be your wfe™

Lu Ma came m peermng at one young face ond the other
“Your uncle 1s awake now Young Mistress H says he will
take hus food 1n bed Meanwhile your kinsman s to enter

She went away and they heard he clattering 1n the kitchen
The hous was beginmung to stir The two boys ve e quarrel
ing m the outer courtyard by the street gate In the b droom
Orchid heard her sister s pluntive call

Orchud—Elder Sister! I am not welll My head aches—"
Orchid  Jung Lu repeated It 1s too childish a mame for
you now *

She stamped her foot. It 1 stll my name!

you stay? Da your duty and I will do mine ™



She had smiled her brilhant smile and she had smd *You
must not speak to me wnstead of to my uncle
We are coisins  he had remmded her
“Thrice removed, she had rejomed
Thaus she had rephed without yes or no and remembenng
now what had passed on that day and indeed she thought of
1t alnays whatever she id she put aside the curtan Th re
1n the mam room he stood tall and sturdy his feet planted
well apart On another day he would have taken off his
guardsmans round cap of red fox fur and even perhaps hus
outer tunic but today he stood as though he were a stranger
holding in tus hand a packet wrapped m yellow sith
She saw 1t at once and he knew she saw 1t. They caught
each others thought, as always
Hes d You recogn ze the impenal summons
It would be foolish not to know it ste repled
They had never spoken with formal address vor used thg
courtesies and small talk of man and woman They knew eacht
other too well
He smid lus eyes not moving from hers Is Muyanga my
Tansman awake?
She said mnot moving her eyes from his “You know that
he does not nise before noen
Today he must nse Jung Lu retorted I need his signa
ture of receipt as guardian mn your fathers place
She tumed her head 2nd called Lu Ma wake iy unclel
Jung Lu 15 bere and must have his signature before he re~
tumns to the palace
Ale ya the old woman sighed
Orchid put out her hand  Let me see the packet
Jung Lu shook is head It 15 for Muyanga o
She let her hand fall "Yet I know what 1t says 1 am to go
to the palace with my cousin Sakota e days from now
His black eyes glowered under heavy brows Who has told
you before me™
She looked away from hum her long eyes half hidd,
the straight black lashes “The Chmgesg know ever;&;r:e;
stopped yesterday on the street to watch their wandenng,
actors They played The Emperor s Concubine~that old play,
but they made 1t new In the sixth moon on the twent egh
day the phy sud, the Manchu vugms must appear bcio‘:r;



ment Sakota too was wakeful Somewhere in ¢ e silent hours
she had heard footsteps and recognized them

Sakotal she had cned

In the darkness her cousins suft hand felt her Face

Orchud 1 am frightened! Let me come into your bed

She pushed aside her younger sister lumprsh 1n sleep and
made room for her cousin Sakota crept m Her hands and
feet were cold and she was trembhny

“Are vou not afraid?” she whispered cowermng tnder the
quilts agamst her cousins warr bod,

No” Orchid sud. “What can harm me? And why should
you be afrmd when your own elder sister was the Fmperors
chosen on P

“She died in the palace Sakota whispered “She was un
happy there—she vas sick for tome 1 too may die

1 shall be there with you Orchud said She wrapped her

= stzong arms about the slender body Sakota was always too
t00 soft never hungry never strong
at if we are not chosen mto the same class? Sakota
asked

So 1t had happened They were separated Yesterdxy « hen
the virqing appeared first before the Dowager Motl er of the
Son of Heav n she chose twenty e ght from the sty Salkota
because she was the sister of the dead pric ss was placed
m Fer the first class and Orchid i Kue: Jen the thurd

She has a temper the shrewd old Dowages sad staring
at Orchid  Otherwise 1 would put her in the second class of
Pin for 1t 1s not Bthng to put her vith the frst class with
her cousin and the sister of my daughter inlaw s ho has
passed ta the Yellow Springs Let her be in the third class
for #t Is better if my son the Emperor does not nohce her

Orchid h1d bstened m seemmg modesty and obedience
Now a virgin only of the thurd class she rememb red her
mothers parting words Her mother was a strong woman,

A voice called through the sleeping hall, the vo ce of the
chief tinmg woman, whose task it was to prepare the virgins

“Youny ladies 1t 15 tme to risel It 35 tme to make your
selves beavtiful! This i3 your d y of good fortune

The others rose at once upon this summons
did not Whatever the others did she would
would be separate she would be alone. She Lay
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all but conceald Leneath the silken qult, ad “"”‘;,N‘
young girls shivenag under the hands of the womer{nl i
Who ¢ 1mc to attend them The early air was cool o
e summer was still new and from the shallow W
of hot ater the stem rose m a mst. dod B
“All must bathe the chuef tuing woman commat -
sat 1 a wide bamboo charr fat and severe acoust
obed enc s at

The young girls now naked stepped Into the t o
serving + omen rubbed thew badses wath perfumed s. imn
» ashed them with soft cloths while the chuef g
stared at each m tum Suddenly she spoke &

“T venty exght were chosen from the sty [ comt O
twenty seven ~ She examuned the paper m her hand
call d the names of the virgins Each virgin answered
whe e she stood But the last one did not answer

“Yehonala! the old woman called agamn

It vas Orchids clan name Yesterday before ste left
house Muyanga her uncle gua dian h d summoned her
hus 1 brary to give her 2 fathers counsel

She had stood before Jum and he not s sing hus Jasge
clid 1n sky blue satin and ov Howing the seat of hu easy
char give hus advice She felt an easy humor toy ari ham
fo he was neghgently kind but she did not love um for he
foved no one being too lazy for love or hate

No v that you are about to enter mto the Gty of the
Emperor  he said m lus otly vewe  you must lewe hehud
your Iittle name Orchud From this day you waill be called

Yehonala
Yehonalal Agam the chief g woman shouted and stidl
she did not answer She closed her eyes and pretended to be

asleep
Has Yehonala escaped? the old woman ealled
A serving woman ans vered  Mistress she Dies in bed *
The chuef ting woman was shocked. Sull abed? And can

she sleep?™
The servant went to the bed and looked She s sleeping ™
“tylat hard heart is this? the old woman comed  \waken

her! Pull awav the qults p nch her arms!
The servant obeyed and Yehonal: feigmng to wake

opened ber eyes What 15 1" she asked drowsily She sat
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up her hands flymg to her ch eks Oh—oh~ she stamur ered,
her vorce as soft as that of a mowmng dove How could I
forget?”

“How indeed] the chief tung woman said, mdignant Do
you not kno v the Emperors command? In two hours from
now you must all be ready mn the Andtence Hall e ery vir
gm at her best—t vo hours I tell you m which you must be
bathed and perfumed and robed your harr coiled your break
fast eaten

lehonala yawned belund her hand How I slept! The
mattress 1s m _ch softer here than on my bed at home

“The old woman snorted 1t ¢an screely be magin 4 that
a mattress 1n the palace of the Son of Heaven would be as
hard as your bed

So much safter than 1 magmed  Yehonala sud

She stepped upon the fife { fioor her feet bare and strong
The virgins  ere all Manchu and not Chinese and thew feet
were unbound and free

Come come the chief tnng waman sad Hasten your
self Yehonalal The others ar neatly dressed
Yes Venerable she sad

But she cid not hurry herself She allo ved a woman to
undress her putting forth no effort to help he and h n she
% as naved she stepped mto the shallo v tub of hot wat r and
would not Lft her hand to wash her own body

“You! the woman said under her breath. Wil you not
help me to get you ready?

Yehonala opened her large eyes black and bridbant, What
shall X do? she asked helplessly

No one should guess that n her home there vas no servant
except Lu M inth Litchen She had al vays b thed not only
herself but her younger sister and brothers She had washed
therr clothes with her own and she had camed them as ba
bies on her back, strapped there With broad bands of ¢loth
while she went hither and thither helping her mother about
the house wnd runmng often to the o1l shop and the V& table
market Her only pleasure was to stop on the ap
watch a troupe of wandenng Chinese actors
Muyang a2l avs hand allowed he to be
own children by the famly tutor although the
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sen ible ferrale creature ™ she announced Nevertheless after
a moment she tumed her head to whisper to one of the serv
mg women Look at her great eyesl She has a Herce heart
hus one~"

The woman gnmaced A tiger heart she agreed “Truly
a tiger heart—

At noon the eunuchs came for them led by the Chief
Eupuch An Teh hat He was a h dsome still youthful figg
ure vrapped m a long pale blue s tin robe girdled ¢t the
waist with a length of red sill. His face was smooth the f 2
tures Jarge the nose curved dos nward the eyes black and
proud

He gave orders half carelesslv for the virgins to pass b fore
him and like a petty emperor he sat i a great carved char
of blackwood and stared at e ch one as she passtd se m
ing at the same time to be only contemptuous B side hum
was a blackwood table upon which were placed lus tally book,
s 1ok brush and box

From u1d r her long eyel ds Yehonila watched um She
staod apam from the other virg ns half huding herself behind
2 curtain of scarlet satm hwig wm a doorwa  The Chief
Eunuch marked with a brush and mk the name of each vir
gm as she pas ed

ere 15 one not here  he announced
Heream 1 Yehonal said Ste moved forward shyly her
head bent her face tumed away her voice so soft it could
scarcely be heard

“That one has been late all d y the chief n g woman
said 1 her lovd voice  She slept when the others rose She
vould not wash or dress herself and she has eaten enouth
faod for a peasant voman—three bowls of mllet she swal
lowed down! Now she stands th re stupid I do rot know
wheth r she is a fool t

“Yehonala the Chief Eunuch read i a h gh harsh voice
“elde t daughter of the dead Bann rman Chao Guardin. the \
B nn rman Muyanga She was egstered at the Northem
Palace two years ago aged fifteen She 15 1 ow seventeen

Helft dhs head and sta ed at Yehonala stand ng
Thim her head drooping godesdy hex;' eyes fixed or

Yor thes war ama? e o e



Iam she Yehonala said

Pass on the Chief Eunuch commanded But his eyes fol
lowed her Then he rose and commanded the lower eunuchs
Let the virgins be led mto the Hall of Waiing When the
Son of Heaven 1s ready to recerve them I wall announce them
myself one by one before the Dragon Throne

Four hours the virgms vaited The serving women sat with
them scolding if a satin coat were wnnkled or if a lock of
hair were loosened Now and agam a woman touched a wir
gns fage with powder or pamted her hps agamm Twice the
virgms Ywere allowed to dnnk tea

At noon a stir i distant courtyards roused them Homs
sounded drums beat and a gong vas struch to the rhythm of
footsteps comng nearer An Teh har the Cluef Eunuch came
again mto the Hall of Wuting and with lum were the lesser
eunuchs among whom as one young and tall and lean and
though tus face was ugly 1t was 5o datk and so like an eagles
m ats look that Yehonalas eyes were fixed upon hum in olun
tanly In the same wnstant this eunuch caught her look and
returned 1t with msolence She turned her head away

But the Chief Eunuch had seen Li Lien ying he cned
sharply  why are you here? I bade you wat with the virgins
of the fourth class the Chang Tsail

Without a word the tall young eunuch left the hall

‘The Chief Eunuch then said “Young lades you will wait
here untd your class 15 called First the Fer must be pre-
sented to the Emperor by the Dowager Mother then the Pin
Only when these are reviewed and the Emperors choice 1s
made may you of the third class who are only Ruet Jen ap-
‘Droacr™ the Throne You are not to look upon the impenal
face It 1s he who looks at vou h

Norne answered The virgins stood silent their heads droop-
mg while he spoke Yehonala had placed herself last as
though she were the most modest of them all but her heart
beat aganst her breast Withuin the next few hours within an
hour or less depeading on the Emperors mood she might
reach the supreme moment of her lfe He would lool at her
appra se her weigh her shape and color and in that Ittle
moment she must make him feel her powerful charm

She thought of her cousin Sakota even now passing hefare
the Emperors eyes Sakota was sweetly stmple gentle and .
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childlike Because she was the sister of the dead princess
‘whom the Emperor had loved when he was prince it v as il
but sure that she would be among the chosen That was
good She and Sakota had Inved together sice she was three
years old when her father d.ad her mother had returned to
the ancestral home and Sakota had al vavs vielded to her 2nd
leaned upon her and trusted her Sakota might even say to
the Emperor My cousin Yehonala 1s beautiful and cle ©
It had been upon her tongue that last n ght they slept to-
gether to say to her  Speak for me— and then she had been
too proud Sakota though gentle and childish had a chulds
pure dignity  which forbade advance.,

A mummur fluttered over tle group of watng virZins
Someone had caught a vhisper from the Aud ence H Il The
Fer were already dismussed. Sakota had been chosen from
among them to be the first Imp nal concubme The Pin were
few m number Anoth r hour—

Before the hour was ended the Chief Eunuch etumed It
18 now the tme for the kuel Jen he announced Arrange
yourselves young ladies The Emperor g ows we ty

The virgins arranged themselves In procession and the
tiring women put the last touches on harr and lips and eve
brows Silence fell upon all nd lughter ce sed One 1
Te wed famting wHon 3 sevang wWom & who pueched ke Arms
and the lobes of her ears to  store her Inside the Audience
Hall the Chief Eunucl  as al eady calling thewr names 21d
ag s and each must enter at the sound of her name and her
age One by one they passed b fo e the Emperor and the
Dowager Mother But Yehonla t last dnfted a av from
her place as though forgetfully to pet a small palace dog
who had come running through an open door The cresture
was a s1 eve dog, one of those mmute beasts th t Co rt 1 des
keep half starved i puppyhood and dwa f d en ught hde
within a wide embroidered sleeve At the door the Chsef Eu
nuch waite

*“Yehonala! he called

‘The tinng women had already scatte ed and she wa 1 ft
alone play ng with the dog She had almost decerved
that inde d she had forgotten h re she was and
held bk the dogs long e 15 and laughed mto
face no larger th n the palm of her own hand §
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of these Little dogs that Jooked like hons but no commoner
was allowed to keep them and she had never seen one until
now

Yehonala! An Teh hats voice toared 1ato her ears and
she stood up quickly

He rushed at her and seized her arm  Have you forgotten?
Are you mad? The Emperor waits! He waits I tell you—~why
you deserve to die for this—

She renched herself loose and he burned to the door and
shouted out her mame agam Yehonala daughter of the
Bannerman Chao now deceased, niece of Muyanga of Pew
ter Lanel Her age seventeen years three months and two
days—

She entered without noise or affectation and walked slowly
down the length of the unmense hall, her Jong Manchu coat
of rose red satin touchung the tip of her embroidered Manchu
shoes set hugh on vhute soles and center heels Her narrow *
beautiful hands she held folded at her waist, and she did not
turn her head toward the Throne as st e passed slowly by

Let her pass again  the Emperor said

The Dowager Mother stared at Yehonala with wnwilling
admization Y wam you, she smd thas gul has a Bercs tem
per I see 1t n her face She 1 too strong for 2 woman ™

She 13 beautiful,” the Emperor said

Shil Yebonala did not turn her head. The voices fell dis

embodied upon her ears
What does 1t matter 1f she has a temper? the Emperor
now mquired She can scarcely be angry with me

He had a yoxthful petulant voice thin and boyish m its
qual ty His mother s voice answenng him was full and slow
wise with age

It 15 better not to choose a strong woman who 1s also beau
tiful,” she reasoned “There 1s that other one Pou Yu whom
you have seen 1n the class of Pin A sensible face good looks
but~"

A coarse skin, the Emperor said rebellicusly “Doubtless
she had smallpox as 2 child In spite of the powder on her
face I saw its marks

Yehonala was now directly in front of hun  Stay  he com
manded her She stopped, her face and body 1n profile her
14



head Lited, her eyes gazing mto distance as though her heart
were somewhere else

“Tum your face to me he commanded

Slowly as though indifferent she obeyed In decency m
modesty 1n all that she had been taught, a virgin does not fix
ber eyes hugher than a mans breast Upon the Emperor she
should not loock igher than s knees But Yehonala looked
full 1nto hus face and wath such concentration that she saw
the Emperors eyes shallowly set beneath youthful scanty
eyebrows and through her own eyes she poured mto hus the
power of her wall He sat immobule for a Jong instant Then
he spoke

“This one I choose

If you are chosen by the Son of Heaven,” her mother had
said  serve frst us mother the Dowager Mother Let her be
Leve that you think of her day and mght Learn what she
enjoys seek out her comfort, never try to escape her She has
not many years to Lve There will be plenty of years left for

you

Yehonala remembered these words On that first night after
she had been chosen she lay m her own small bedroom
wathin the three rooms given her to use An old tumg voman
was appomted by the Chef Eunuch to be her servant Hers
she must lne alone except when the Emperor sent for her
That nught be often or never Sometmes a concubine hved
withm the four walls of this mpenal aty virgm until she
died forgotten by the Emperor unless she had means to bribe
the eunuchs to mention her name before hrm But she Yehoo
nala would not be forgotten ‘When he was weary of Sakota,
to whom indeed he o ved a duty he maght, he must think of
her Yet would he remember? He was accustorned to beauty
and even though therr eyes had met could she be sure that
the Son of Heaven would remember?

She lay upon the brick bed, made soft by three mattresses
znd considered. Day by day she must now plan her Lfe and
not one day could be wasted, else she might hve sol tary a
virgia forgotten She must be clever she must be careful and
the Impen. 1 Mother must be her means She would be useful
to the Dowager Empress affectionate unfaitking in
constant attentions And now beyond this she w
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be taught by tutors She knew already how to read and vmte
thanks to her uncles goodness but her thurst for real learmmg
was never satisfied Books of hustory and poetry music and
painting the arts of eye and ear these she would ask to be
taught For the first time since she could remember she had
time to possess for her own lemsure n which to tram her
mind She would care for her body too eat the b st meats
rub her hands soft with mutton fat perfume herself with
dned oranges and musk, bid her serving woman brush her
hawr twice daly after her bath These she would do for her
bodv that the Emperor might be pleased But her mind she
would shape to please herself and to please herself she would
learn how to brush characte s as scholars do and to punt
landscapes as artists do and she would read many books

‘The satm of her bedquilt caught on the roughened skin of
her hands and she thought I shall never s ash clothes 1gam
or fetch hot water or gund meal Is this not h pp ness?’

Two mghts she had not slept In the last might 1 ther
bome when she and Sakota had lam awake talling and
dreaming and she comforting the gentle one and agun i the
last mght with the waiting virgins who ca 11d sleep® But to-
night all fears we e over She was chosen and here m these
three rooms was her Lttle home They were small but luxun
ous the walls hung wath scrolls the chair seats covered with
red satin cushions the tables made of blacks ood and the
bewms overhead punted m bnght design The floors  ere
smoothly tiled end the latticed windows opened into a court
and upon a round pool where goldfish shone under the sun
Her woman servant slept on a bamboo couch outside her
door She had no one to fear

No one® The narro v evil face of the young eunuch Li Lien
ying appeared suddenly agamst the darkness Ah the eu
nuchs her wise mother had warned her of the eunuchs—

“They are neither men nor women They destrov them
selves as men before they are allowed to enter mto the For
bidden City Thewr maleness steramed and dented tumns evil
10 them It becomes malice and bittemess and cruelty and all
things vile Avord the eunuchs from the highest 1o the low st
Pay them money when you must. Never let them see that you
fear them.
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“T wall not fear you,” she sard to the dark face of Lt Li n

4

And suddenly because she was afraid, she thought of her
an Jung Lu She bad not seen lum since she entered
the palace Then always bold, she had moved as de the cus
tamn of her sedan charr an 1nch or two as 3t approached the
great vermilion gate Before them the mmpenal guardsmen
stood 1 yellow tunics thewr broad swords dra m and held
upnight before them At the nght, next to the central gate
Jung Lu stood tallest among therm all He gazed straight ahead
mto the swanmng cro vds of the street and not by the shght
est sign cid he let her know that to hin one sedan was differ
ent from another Nor could she make a sign Half wounded
she had put hun out of mund No and she would not think
of hrm even now Ne ther she nor he could knov when they
might meet agan Within the walls of this Forbidden City a
“Iman and a woman might I e out their hves and ne er meet.
Yet why had she thought of him suddenly when she re-
membe ed the dark face of the eunuch? She sighed and wept
a few tears surprised that she did and she ould not inquire
wmto herwelf to know the cause of her tears Then bemg

young and very weary she slept.

The vast old palace Libraty was cool even m midsummer
At noon the doors were closed agamst the outdoor heat and
the ghttenng sun shone dimlv through the shell | ttices No
sound d sturbed the stllness e cept the low murmu of Yeha
nalas voice as she read aloud to the aged eunuch who was
ther tutor

She was reading from The Book of Changes and absorbed
in the cadences of its poetry she did not notice that her tutor
was silent too long Then, glanc ng upward as she tumed a
page she saw the old scholar asleep hus head sunk upon his
breast his fan shpping from the loosened fingers of huis nght
hand The comner of her mouth twitched in a half smde and
she read on steadily to herself At her feet a itle dog slept.
It was her own gven her by the Impenal heeper when she
sent her serving woman to beg for 2 pet to mend her lonelk
ness

T\ 0 months now she had been in the palace and she
xecewved no summons from the Emperor She bad not

»



her famly not even Sakota nor had Jung Lu come near
Since she had not left the gates she had not passed lum as
he stood on duty In this strange isolation she mught have
been unhappy except for her busy dreams of the days to
come Some dav some day she might be Empress! And when
she was Empress she would do as she hked If she wished
she could summon her kinsman mto her presence for 2 pur
pose any purpose such as the beanng of a letter to het
motl er

1 put this letter mnto your hands myself she would say
and you are to bnng back a1 tter from her mn reply

And none but they two would know whether the letter was
for her motter But her dreams wasted upon the Empesor
and meanwhle she could only prepare herself Here m the
bbrary she studied each day for five hours with her tutor
the eunuch who held the h ghest degrees of scholarshp In
the years when he was still a man he had been a famor
water of enght legged essays and poems in the T ng style
Then because of tus fame he had been commanded to be
come a eunuch m order that he might teach the young prince
now the Emperor and after um the ladies who were to be-
come hus concubmnes Among these some would leamn and
some would not and none the old tutor declared leamned as
Yehonala did He boasted of her among the eunucts and
gave good reports of her to the Dov ager Motter so that one
day when Yehonala warted upon her the Dowager Mother
even commended her for idustry

“You do well to leamn the books she sud My son the
Emperor wearnes eas ly and when he 1s weak or restless you
must be able to amuse hun with poetry and wath your pamt

Ing

And Yehonala had inchned her head 1n obedience

At this moment wlhule she mused upon 8 page she felt 3
touch wpon her shoulder and turming her head she siv the
end of a folded fan and a hand that she had come to knov
at sight a large smooth powerful hand It helonged to the
young eunuch, Lz Lien ying She was aware and had been
aware for weeks that he was determuined to be her servant.
It was not is duty to be near h r he was only one among
many of the lesser eunuchs but he had become 1 seful to her
1 many small ways When she longed for fruits or sweets 3
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was he who brought them to ber and through him she heard
the gosup of the many halls and passageways the hundreds
of courts of tlie Forbidden City Gossip she must hear for it
was not enough for her to read books she must know also
every detal of intngue and mushap and love within these
walls To know was to acqure power

She lifted her head her finger on her hps her eyebrows
raised in question He motion d with hus fan that she was to
follo v Jum into the pavilion outside the hibrary Silently s
cloth soled shoes noiseless upon the tiles he led the way and
she followed until thev were beyond danger of ousing the
sleeping tutor The lttle dog walkang, followed her without
barking

I have mews for vouw” Ii Lien ying smd He to vered
above her lus st oulders immense his head squ re and large

features roughly shaped and coarse a figure powerful and
crude She mught have been afraid of hum still except that
now she allo ved herself to be afraid of no one

What ne 57 she mguired

“The young Emp ess has conce ved!

Sakotal She had n t once seen h r cousin s nce they entered
the gates togetter Sakota was Consort 1n her dead s sters
place + hile she Yelonala was onhv a concubine Sakota had
been summoned to the Fmperors bed and she had fulfilled
her duty If Sakota bore a son he would be heir to the Dragon
Throne and Sakota would be raised to the place of Empress
Mother And she Yehonala woull still be only a concub ne
For such small price would she have cast a vay her lover and
her Lfe? H r heart swelled and all but burst aganst her nbs

Is there proof of the conception?” he demanded
v “There 1s he rephed Her vating oman 1s it my pay
This month for the second ttme there was no sho _of blood ™

“Well®> she asked Then her Lf long control took hold. No
one could save her except herself Upon he self alone she
must now depend But fate m ght be her savior Sak ta mght
give harth to a gl There would still be no hewr untla son
w s born whose mother would then be raised to Empress

And I might be that mother she tho ght Upon the gl npse
of sudden hope her brain grew c Im her he 1t grew st

“The L npero_s duty to hus dead lady 1s done ™ the
went on  Now his fancy will wander
. n



She was silent It mught fall upon her!

You must be ready he went on My rechoning s that
within six or seven days he wall think of a concubme, |

How do you know everything? she asked half fearful fn
spite of her will not to fear

“Funuchs know such thmgs he said, leering down nte
her face

She spoke with dignity Yo forget yourself before me

I offend you he said quickly ¥ am wrong You are
ways nght I am your servant your slave

She was so solitary that even though he was fnghtemng
ste compelled herself to acee pt hus assurance ‘Yet why she
now mnquired do you v 1sh to serve me? I have no money
with which to teward you™

It was true that she had not a penny of money Daily she
ate of the most delicate dishes for whatever tle Dowager
Mother left vas muven to the concubmes and there was ab ur”
dance of every variety of food The chests m her bedchamber
were filled with beautiful robes She slept between sifken quilts
and she was wated upon day and might by her woman Yet
she could not buy so much as a handkerchef or a pack t of
sweets for herself And she had not seen a play since she en
tered the Forbidden City The Dowager Mother wis still m
mourning for the dead Emperor T'ao Kuang her sens fa
ther and she would not allon even the concubines to enjoy
themselves 1 a play and this lack maede Yehonala more
lonely than the loss of her familv All her hfe whenever her
tasks were heavy her mother scolding her days without joy
she had escaped to watch the actors playing on the streets
or in the courtyard of a temple I she had & penny by chance
she saved it for the play and of she had none then
slipped anay before the basket was passed among the crov &

Do you think T ash for gfts? Li Lien ying saxd “Then

you misjudge me I know what your destiny 1s You bave 2
power 1n you that 15 1 none of the others Did I not percerve
it as soon as my eyes fell upon you? I have told you When
you nise toward the Dragon Throne 1 wall rise with you al
ways your senvant and your slave

She was shrewd enough to know how slallfully he used her
beauty and her mbition for lus own ends while he kit th
ties of obligation between lumself and her If ever she yeached
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the throne and surely she would some day he would be
there to remind her that he had helped her

“Whv should you serve me for nothmg?® she asked indif
ferently No one gmves thout thought of return

“We understand each other he said and smil d

She looked away “Then e can only wait ” she said

“We wait” he agreed and bowed and wentz2 y

She returned to the bbrary very thoughtful, the 1tile dog
padding after her The old tuter still slept and she sat down
in the chair she had Jeft nd began once more to read. And
everything vas as 1t had been before except that her heaxt,
in this short space of tme was no more the soft he rt of a
virgin She had become a woman bent upon her destiny

Hov could she now consider the meaning of ancient
poetry? Her whole mind vas playing about the moment when
she would be summoned And how would the summons
come? Who ould bring the message? Would she ha e tune
to bathe and perfume he bodv or must she hasten as she
w2s? The impenal con ubines gossiped among themselves
often and shen one had gone and come b ck gan, the
others questioned to the last shred of memorv to know what
had passed between her and the Emperor Yehonala had not
questioned but she had hstened Better to know!

Emp ro does not  sh vou to talk. a concubine had
sad Once she Fad been the f1 onte but now she lived for
gotter, 1n the Palace of Fo gotten Concubines w th others
+ hom the Emperor tad not loved for long or else who  ere
the aging concubines of h s dead father Though she was not
yet twenty four years of age this concubme had been chosen
and embraced and rejected For the rest of her Lfe she would
1 e neither vife nor widow and since she d d not conce ve
she h d not even the solace of a child She was a pretty
woman, idle and empty talking only of the one dav when
she had bved in the pn ate palace of the Emperor That
bref story she told agam and agan as the new concubines
% a ted to be chosen

But Yehonala listened and saxd nothing She would divert
the Emperor She would amuse hun and teas hum and sing
to hum and tell Fsm stones s e ving every bond betw en them
of mind as well as # sh She closed The Book of Changes -
put it aside There were other books fo bidden books I
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of the Red Chamber Plum Flower i a Golden Vase White
Snake—she would read them all commanding La Lien ymg
to bring them to her from bookshops outside the walls if she
could not find them here

The tutor vaked suddenly and quuetly as the old do waken
the difference for them between sleep and awakerung bemg
so slight He watched her without moving

How now? he asked Have you fimshed your portian?

It s fimshed she said  And I wish Yor other books story

books tales of magic something to amuse me ™

He looked stern and he stroked Ius hauless chin with a
hand as dry and withered as a dead palm leaf Such beoks
porson the thoughts especially of females ” he declared  You
will not find them here wn the Impenal Library no there 18
not one among all the thirty s x thousand upon these shelves
Such books ought not even to be mentioned by a virtuous
ladv ™

“Then 1 will not mention them  she said playfully

And stooping she gathered the httle dog nto her sleeve
and went away to her own chamber

) What she had known m the afternoon of one day 1 s by
the next day Inown everywhere Mouth to ear the gossip
flew from courtvard to courtyard and exc tement rose hke
wmd In spite of lus Consort and his many concubimes the
Emperor had never had a child and the great Manchu clans
were restless If there were no heir then an herr must be
chosen from among them and princes watched each other
closely guarding themselves and therr sons jealons of where
the chotce might fall Now since Sakota the new Consort
had canceived they could only wait If she had a daughter
mstead of a son the stnfe wonld bemn again

Yehonala herself belonged to the most powerful of these
clans and from her clan three Empresses had already nsen
Should she not be a fourth? Ah if she were chosen if she
could concerve immediately 1f she had a son and Sakota but
a daughter the path of destiny would be clear mdeed—too
clear perhap for who had such good fortune that one step
could Jead 50 swiftly to another? Yet all was possible

In preparation she began from that day on to read the
memonals that came from the Throne studymng every word

on



of the edicts the Emperor sent forth Thus she might inform
herself concerning the realm and so be ready if ever the gods
willed to send ! er forwa d And slowly she began to compre
bend the vastness of the country and its people Her world
had been the city of Peking wheremn she grew f om chid to
maiden She knew her ruling race the Manchu clans who
from thewr invading ancestors h d seized and held the power
over a m ghty people who were Chinese Two hundred years
the northern ‘dynasty had bult 1ts heart here i the impenal
aty ats red valls four square mside the capital The Em

perors City t was called, or the Forb dden City for he was
ats ling its sol tary male and he alone could leep here at
mught At twilight the drums beat i every lane and cranny to
wam all m n to depart The Emperor remaimed alone among
his women and bis eunuchs

But this capital this mner oty so she now comprehended

~was but the ruling center of a country et mal 1 1ts mom

tans nvers lakes and seashores n the endless numbers of
s e ties and villages m the hundreds of m lkons of 1ts van

ous people its merchants farmers schola s ts weave s artf

s ns smiths and mnkeepers men and women of every sort

craft and art Her bright 1magin tion flew from the gates of
her royal p 1son and traveled everywhere that her eyes led
upon the printed pges of her books ¥ro n the 1mpe 1al ed cts
she leamed yet more She learned that 2 m ghty rebellion was
nsing in the south the hateful frut of a fore gn religion

These Chinese rebels called themselves T'a1 P'ing and they
were led 1y a fanatic Chnstian surnamed Hung who {mag

ned lumself an mcarnated brother of the one called Chnst,
son of a fore gn god by a pe sant voman Ths birth was
‘ot strange for in th e anc ent books were many such stores

A farm wife could tell of a god ho cam b fore her n a
cloud while she was tilling the field and by magme he impreg

nated her so that 1n ten moon months she be e a godly son

Or a fishermans d ughter though stll a virgin would tell
how a god came up out of the nver while she tended her
fathers fisht g vets and by Ius magic she was unpregnated

But und r the Chnst an banner of Tal P1r g rebels the vest

less and the d scontents were gathenng th mselv s and un

Jess they ere quelled, the e men might even overthrow the
)(anchu dynasty Tz0 huang had been a weak emperor
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so now was his son Hsen I eng whom the Downager Mother
commanded as though he were a child

Through the Dowager Mother then Yehonal: must find
her access and she made 1t her daily duty to wait upon the
elder ladv appeanne with a chowce flower or a mpe frut
plucked from the impenal gardens

It was no v unearly the season of summer melons and the
Dowager Mother loved very well the small yellow fleshed
sweet melons that grow on dung heips where 1 the spring
the seeds are sown Yehonala walked dalv 1 the melon rows
and searched for the first sweet melons hidden under the
leaves Upon those most nearly ripe she pasted b ts of yellow
paper brushed with the name of the Dowager Mother so that
no greedy eunich or  oman servant would steal them Every
day she tested the melons with her thumb and forefinger and
ane day seven days after La Lien ying had told her of the
news concermung Sakota she heard a melon sound as empty
as a drum It was nipe and she twisted 1t from its stem and
carrying 1t 1 both hands she went to the courtyards of the
Dowager Mother

Qur Venerable Mother 1s asleep” a serving woman sud
She was jealous of Yehonala because the Dowager Mpther
favored her

Yehonala ruised her voice Is the Dowager Mother Teep
ing at this hourp Then she must be 1ll It 1s long pist the hout
when she wakes—

She had when she wished a thrush clear voice that carned
through several rooms Now 1t reached the ears of the Dow
ager Mother who was not sleeping but sat 1 her bedroom
embroidenng a gold dragon upon a black gmrdle which she
wished to present to her son There was no need for her to
do such work but she could not read and she liked to em
broider She heard Yehonalas voice and since she was grow
g weary of her needle which she soon did she put it downt
and called

Yehonala come herel Who avs I am slecping is 1 ltar!

Yehonala made a coaxing smile for the serving woman « ho
frowned No one says you sleep Venerable she called m
reply Itis I who heard st wrong”

Wth this courteous be sho fripped through the roams hold
ing her melon until she reached the bedchamber of the Dow



ager Mother where the old ladv sat in her undergarments
because of the beat, and to her she presented the melon with
both hands

Al the Dowager Mother cried and I sat here thinkung
of sweet melons and wishing for one and you come at the
very moment!

Let me bid a eunuch hang 1t m one of the northern wells
ta cool st~ Yehonala saxd

But the Dowager Mother would not allow this No no”
she argued  of this melon falls 1nto the hands of a eunuch
he will eat it secretly and then when I send for 1t he will
bring me a green one or he will sav the rats have gnawed it
or 1t has fallen into the vell and he cannot get 1t up I know
those eunuchs! I will eat 1t here and now and have 1t safely
m my belly

She tumned her head and shouted to any serving woman

-who was near Fetch m al rge kmfe!

Ttree or four women ran for knives and 1n a moment they
we e back and Yehonala took a knife and shced tte melon
delicately and neatly and the Dowager Mother seized a prece
of it and began to e t1t as greedily as a child, the sweet water
dnpping f om her clun.

“A towel Yehonala sud to a serving woman and when 1t
was put 1n her hand she tied 1t about the old lady s neck to
keep her silken undervest from sothng

Save half of it the Dowager Mother command d when
she had eaten as much as she could “When my son comes to
present hum elf this evening as he always does before I sleep
I will give 1t to tum But 1t 1s to stay here besside me or one
of those eunnchs will snatch it
- “Let me— Yehonala said

And she would not allow a serving woman to touch the
melon She called for 2 dish and plac d the melon Into 1t
and then she called for 2 porcelamn bowl and thus she placed
over the melon and the dish was set into a basin of cold water
Al this trouble she took that the Dowager Mother might
mention it to the Emperor when he came and so her name
would {11l some here into the Emperors heanng

Whle she worked in such ways Li L en yng worked mn
his also He bnbed the menservants in the Emperor s private
_courts to watch their ford and when the monarch ;.
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restless hus eyes moving this way and that after a womw
the eunuch bade thern speak the name of Yetorala

Thus 1 one way and another 1t was done and the very
day after the presentation of the melon Yehonala found m
the pages of her book hen she opened it m the hibrary a
sheet of paper folded small Upon 1t were wrniten two Lines
n rude handwriting They said

“The Dragon awakes gam
The day of the Phoenix ha come”

She knew who had wnitten the words Yet how did Lt Lien
ymg know? She would not ask lum What he did to fulfll
her purposes must be secret even from herself and quetly
she read her books while the old tutor evnuch slept and wohe
and slept agxin until hours passed But this was the day when
she recewved her usual p mnting lesson i midafternoon and
she was glad for her mind & rted here and there and she
could not keep her thoughts upon the calm words of a dexd
sage Upon pamting she must keep her mind fixed for her
teacher was a woman not yet old and very exacting She was
Lady Miao a vdow a Chinese whose husband had died
in youth Swce 1t was not usual for Chinese lachies to appea
m the Manchu Court thi lady was allowed to unbwd her
feet to comb her hair high as Manchu ladies do and to put
on Manchu sobes so that at least she looked a Manchu and
she was thus permitted because she was perfect {n her art
She came of a famuly of Chinese artists for t r father nd
her brothers were astists too but she excelled them all espe
esally in the painting of cocks and chrysant! emums and shg
was employed to teach the \: her art Yet she was
so skilled and impatient that she would not teach a concubine
who had no will to learn or no talent Both will and talent
Yehonala htd and when I ady Miao discovered this to be so
she devated herself to the proud young gul although she
continued insistent and severe as a teacher Thus she ¥1d not
as yet let Yehonala paint anything from Lfe Instead she com
pelled her to study ancient woodcuts and the prints of desl
masters so that she might engrave upon her mind the strckes
they made, the Lines they drew the colors they mued After
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such study she allowed Yehonala to begin to copy and sull
forbade her to + ork alone

This day Lady Miao arnved as usual upon the exact hour
of four There were many clocks m the Impenal Library mfts
of fore gn envays i past centuries and so many m the palace
that it was the entire duty of three eunuchs to keep them
wound This Lady Miao however looked not at the foreign
clocks but at the water clock at one end of the hall She did
not like foreign objects for she said they disturbed the calm
needful for panting

She was a shght and almost beautiful woman the small
ness of her eyes being her defect Today she wore a plum
colored robe and upon her harr combed high the beaded
headdress of the Manchu A eunu h followed her and he
opened high chest and took from 1t brushes and colors and
water bo vls Meanwhile Yehonala rose and remamned stand
"Tng m the presence of her teacher

Be seated be s ated L ly Mo commanded

She seated herself so that Yehonala could also st Now
Yehonala saw from yet anoth  windo v the vast country and
its people at whose center she lived and the art of centunes
stretched out before her as her teacher spoke fr m the most
fa nous of Chinese artists Ru ka <luth Lving fifteen centu
nes before this day Espectally did she love the pamtings of
the early artist for he pa nted goddesses niding above clouds
their charots drawn by dragons And he made p ctures of
wmpenal pal ces panted or a long hand rolt of sk upon
which the Impenal Ancestor Ch en Lung had set hus prvate
seal al ndred years ago and had wntten with hus own hand
ythese vords “The pecture h s not lost ts freshness The
scroll was eleven feet long mume mches wide the color brown,
and of the nme royal scenes 1t portrayed Yehonalas f vonte
was th one wherein a bear brealing free from gamers to
amuse the Court rusted toward the Emperor and 2 Ny
thre v he self cross its path to save the Son of Heav n This
Jady Yehon la thought was hke herself Tall b autiful and
bold she stood  xth folded arms and £ arless Jooks befo e the

st while guardsmen ran forward with ther outthrust

spears And yet the e vas another scene she pondered ongthe
Emperor and hs Empr ss and ther two sens M~
\tutors stood bes de these boys and all was family w



Ife the younger boy so mischievous _gnmacmg and rebellious
while a barber shaved his crown that Yehonala laughed to
see lum Such a son she would have too 3f Heaven wll

But todays lesson was of Wang Wei a physician hom
thirteen centurtes ago who gave up his ancestral shills and
tumed poet and artist

“Today Lady Miao was saying 1n her sharp sihvery voice
“you will study these sketches by Wang Wer Observe the
bamboo leaves so deheately drawn agamst the dark rocks
Observe the plum blo soms mingled wath chnsanthemums

She allowed no conversation that had not to do 3 ith pant
mg and Yehonala always docile in the pr sence of her teach
ers Dstened and observed Now she spoke

“Is 1t not strange that plum blossoms and chrysanthemums
are upon the same page? Is this not to confuse the seasons?”

Lady Miao was not pleased It is wise not to mention
confusion when speaking of Wang We1, she sad If t
master wishes to place plum blossoms among chrvsanthe
mams thus 15 to convey a meamng It 1s not a mistake Con
sider that among lis most famous pamtings 1s the one of
banana [eaves under snow Can 1t be possible that snow lies
upon banana leaves? If Wang Wei pamnts it then it 1s possible
Pray meditate upon 1ts poetry Some declare Wang Wey more
poet than pamter I say his poems are puntings hus pantings
poems and this 1s art To portray a mood and not a fact~
this 15 1deal art ”

While she talked she rxed the colors choasing brushes
while Yehonala watched  You will inquure why 1 ask you ta
copy the work of Wang War sthe hdy ssid I wih you to
Jearn preaision and delicacy You have pawer But power
must be mformed and controlled from wathin Then only ma
it be gemus

“I would ask my teacher a question Yehonala said

“A k" Lady Miao rcpled She was brushing fine quick
strokes upon a large sfeet of paper spread upon a squate
table which the eunuch had brought to her side

“When may I paint a picture of my own? Yehcnals asked

Her teacher held her hand poised for an mstant an3 cast
@ sidefong look from her namowed eyes When I can nc
Ionger command vou

Yehonala did not reply The meaning was clear When



was chosen by the Emperor then Lady Mo could not com
mand her for then no one could command her save the Em
peror lumself She would be raised too high for anv other to
be above her She took up her brush and began carefully to
¢opy plum blossoms among chrysanthemums

Sometune 1n the mght she did not kno v the hour she was
wakened by hands shaking her shoulders She had not been
able to sleep early and when at last her eyes had closed she
had fallen deeply mto sleep Now she came up from a 3 ell
of darkness and strugeling to open her eyes she heard the
voice of her serving woman

“W ke wake Yehonalal You are summonedl The Son of
Heaven calls—

She woke mstantly Her mind lewped to alertness She

kgusbed back the silken quults and stepped down from the h gh
e

1 have your bath ready the woman whispered Quick—
get mto the tubl I have poured perfume into the water I
have put out your best robe—the lilac satin—

Not hf ¢ Yehonala sad T shall wear the peach pmk ”

Other vomen were commg mto the chamber waked from
thexr slee; and yawming the ting woman, the ha rdresser
and the keeper of the jewels Concubines were not g ven 1m
penal jewels unt 1 they were summoned

Yehonala knelt 1n her bath and her woman soaped her body
well mnd 1 ashed away the foam

‘Now step out upon this towel the woman sad I
1ub you dry The seven onfices must be perfumed th eas

+ especially—the Emperor loves 2 woman s ears You have small
and beautrful ears But do not forget the nostnis—and the
privacies T must attend to myself

‘0 all such minstrations Yehonala submitted without a
word Haste—haste was the necesuty The Emperor vas
awake he was drnking wine and eating small hot breads
flled with flavore] meats ‘The news was brought agawn and
aga 1 to the door by La Liea ying

Do not d lay he hiss d in a hoarse vorce through the
curtuns  If the one he wants 1s not ready then he w il call
for ancther His dragons temper 13 easly roused, I can tell
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“She 1s ready " the serving woman cned She thrust tw0
jeweled fowers behind Yehonalas ears and pushed her oot
the door

Go my prectous my pet she whispered
Oh my Lttle dog Yehonals cned. The small creature was
at her heels
P No no Li Lien ying shouted “You may not take your
og!

But Yehonala suddenly afrud stooped and gathered the
munute beast 1nto her arms

Iwill take hum  she cried and stamped her foot

Nol L1 Lien y ng bellowed again

O! Lord of Hell the serving woman roared n distrace
tion ‘et her take the dog you prece of cobblers waxl If vou
cross her she will refuse to go and where are we all then?

Thus 1t was that Yehonala vent to the Fmperor at md
mght beanng n her arms b r hitle Lon her toy dog and
from th t day on L1 Lien ving who was mdeed apprenhe d
to a colibler before he cut umself mto a eunuch was mick
named Cobbler s Wax by those who feared and hated him

In the dark softness of the summer mght Yehonala followed
11 Lien ying through the narrow passageways of the ety He
held an oiled paper fantern and the candle within 1t threw
a dim cirele of hght to guide her Behmd her came her serv
ang woman The stones upon which they walked were damp
with dew and this dew Lke 1ght hoar frost Iay upon the
small weeds between Silence surrounded them except that
somewhere 2 woman wailed

Thouph she had never been to the Emperors palace yet
Yehonala knew as did every concub ne that it was n the
heatt of the Forbidden City m the mudst of 1mpenl gardens
and in the shadows of the tuple shrine the Tower of Ram
and Flowers whose roofs were upheld by pudlars of gold
circled with dragons In this shroine stood three altars whers
the Emperor worshupped the gods alone and so all emperers
had worshipped since the time of the great K ang Hs1 and the
gods protected them

She passed the shrine and came to the gate of the entrance
courtyard of the Emperor s pnivate palace It opened silently
before her and the eunuch led her through 3 vast mner court
yard and into 2 great hall and through this hall agun by
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passageways silent and empty except for watchful eunuchs
until at last she reached hagh double gates carved with golden
dragons Here the Chief Eunuch An Teh hat humself stood
watting, a tall and splendid figure lus proud face set hus
arms folded. His long robe of purple brocaded satin gurdled
about the middle with gold ghttered m the hght of the can
dles flanng in high candlesticks of carved and polished wood.
He did not speak to Yehonala or make a sign of recogmbon
as she came near but by a gesture of his nght hand ke dis
missed Lt Lien ying who fell back in deference

Now suddenly the Cluef Eunuch saw the he d of the toy
dog pee ing out from Yehonalas sleeve “You mav not take
the dog into the Emperor s bedchamber  he said stemly

Yehonala Lfted her head and fixed her great eyes upon

en I will not enter esther she smd
The words were brave but she spoke them 1n a soft mdif
% ferent vo ce as though she did not care whether she entered

or did not

An Teh hai looked hus surprise  Can you defy the Son of
Heaven? he demanded

She made no reply and stroked the Lttle dogs smooth
head with her oth r hand

Elder Brother Li Lien ving now said, this concub ne 1
v ry troublescme She speaks like a cluld but she 15 more
ferce than a female iger We all fear her If she does not wish
to enter 1t 1s better to send her home Truly 1t 13 not worth
while to compel her for her mind 15 more stubborn than 2
stone

A curtain behind An Teh hat was now pulled aside with a
jerk and a eunuchs face thrust tself out. It s asked why
there 1s delay  he cried. It 1s asked if he hums If must come
and settle affaurs!

Elder Brother let her go m with the dog L1 Lien ying
urged  She can hude 1t in her sleeve If the beast 1s & nw
sance 1t can be taken away and given to the s rving woman
‘who wall st here outs de the door

‘The Chief Eun ich scowled, but Yehonala contnued to gaze
at hum wath her great eyes wide and Innocent and what co
he do but yield? He grunted and quarreled under hus ¥
but he vieided and again she followed through yet

, oo at one end of which hung thick satn
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jk Be
imperial vellow with dragons embroidered m scarlet 5V
Tund them were heavy doors of carved wood The Chied( f‘“‘;‘
nuch put the curtams aside he opened the doors anc T
tioned to her to enter This time she went alone The
fell behind her and she stood before the Emperor sel

He sat upnight m the huge mperial bed upon 2 I
platform This bed < as of bronze the pilars of bronze 89
upon them were carved clupbmg dragons From the top ©
these pillars connected by & framework of bronze thert
hung nets of gold thread woven mto patterns of fruits ant
fowers among curling five clawed dragons The Emperor $3
‘upon a mattress cove ed with yello v satin and his legs wer
covered by a quilt of yellow satm embroidered 1 dragont
and behind ham we e high cush ons of the same yellow satt
to support him as he sat erect He vo e a bed shirt of re
silk sleeved to Ins wrsts and high about his neck and h
smooth slender hands were folded She had seen tum onl
the once when he chose her and then he wore hss royal heac
dess Now his head was bare and Iis hair was short an
black His face was long and narrov sunlen beneath
forehead too full and overhanging They gazed 1t each othel
man and woman and he motioned to her to come near
walked to ham slowly her eyes fixed on his face When she
was near she stopped agam

“You a e the first v oman vho ever came nto this chamber
with her head hfted he s::d 1 a high thin voice They
are always afrard to look at me”

Sakota she thought Sakata had surely come fn with her
head droopmng Where was Stkota? In v hat room did she
sleep not far away? Sakota had stood here submissive
fnghtened speechless

I am nat afraid  Yehonala sud m her soft definste voice

See 1 have brought my litle dog

The forgotten concubines had told her how to addrest
the Son of Heaven One must never speil before hum as
though he were only a mortal-Lord of Ten Thousand Years
the Highest the Most \enerable these were the words of
address But Yehonala behaved toward the Emperor as
though he were a man

She stroked the bttle dog s smooth head agan and looked
down Untll came bere she said I have never had a dog
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Ilethis T used to hear about Lion dogs and now I have one
for my own *
The Emperor stared at her as though he did not know
what to say to such childish talk
Come sit on the bed beside me™ he commanded her
“Tell me why you are not afrad of me
She stepped up on the platform and sat on the edge of the
bed, facing lum and she held her httle dog The small ¢ ea
ture sniffed the perfumed air and neezed and she laughed
What 1, this perfume at which my dog sneezes? she
quired.
Its caxnphor\vond the Emperor smd  But tell m why
you are not
She felt hus eyes were upon her sea ching her f ce Fer
hps her hands as ste stroked the httle dog a d she trem
bled with sudden chil though it was mudsummer and the
¢ dawn wand had not yet nsen She bent her head agaw as if
to see the dog then she forced herself to look up at the
man and she- forced herself to speak sweetly and shyly and
still as though she were a child
I know my destiny she said
And how do you kno v your destiny?” he dem nded He
began to be amused, his thin lips curving upward his shad
owed eyes less cold
When I was summoned from my home sh s d in the
same shy sweet voice 1 went mto the court of my uncles
house who 15 my guardi n because my father 1s dead and
I went to the shrine that stands bene th the p megranate
tree there and I prajed to my goddess the Kuan Ym I it
«the mcense and then—
She paused her bips quiv red she tried to smule
And then?” the Empe or mquired his heart enchanted by
the b autiful face so soft so young
“There was no wind that day  she said “The smoke from
the burr mg incense rose straight heavenward from the altar
It spread mto a fragrant cloud end 1» the cloud I saw &
face—
A mans face he repe ted
She nodd d her head, as a child nods when she is
. to speak,
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“Was 1t my face™ he asked
Yes Magesty she smd  Your wnpenal facel”

Two days two mghts and she was still n the royal bed
chamber Three tunes he slept and each time she went to the
door and beckoned to her serving woman and the woman
came creepmg through the curtams to the boudowr beyond
There the eunuchs had prepared a yeady bath a cauldron
of water upon coals so that the woman needed only to dip
the water into the vast porcelan jar and make her mustress
fresh agam She had brought clean gorments and different
robes and she brushed Yehonala s hax and coiled 1t smoothly
Not once did the young gul speak except to give direction
and not once did the serving woman ask a question Each
time when her task was done Yehonala went mn agan to the
impenal bedroom and the heavy doors were closed behind
the yellow curtains

Ins de that vast chamber she sat upon 2 charr near the
window to wait unti] the Emperor woke What had been
done was done She knew now what this man was a weak

md fitful bemg possessed by a passion he could not satisfy
s lust of the mind more fnghtful than lust of the flesh When

ie was defeated he wept upon her breast This this was the
Son of Heaven!

Yet when he woke she was all duty and gentleness He
was hungry and she sent for the Chief Eunuch and bade him
bring the dishes that his sovereign enjoyed And she ate with
the Emperor and she fed the 1ttle dag with buts of smeat
and released lum now and then mto the courtyard outside
the window When the meal was over the imperial man com
manded s Chief Eunuch once mure 1o draw the curtmns
over the window and Inde the sunhight and he bade them
leave him alone and not come unless summened nor would
he meet his mimsters that day or the next and not untd he
felt inclined

An Teh ba looked grave Majesty ewil news has come
from the south for T'a1 Pmg rebels have seized the half of
another province Your mrmsters and princes are mpatient
for audience”

I will not come ™ the Son of Heaven sud peevishly and
fell back upon his pillows
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The Chief Eunuch then could but leave the room
Bar the doors  the Emperor commanded Yehonala
So she barred the doors and when she tumed to lum agam
he was staring at her with fearful and nnsatisfed desire
Come here” he mnttered I am strong now The meats
bave made me strong
Again she must obey This time 1t was true that he was
strong and then she remembered something the ladies who
lLved m the Palace of Forgotten Concubmes had told her m
their gossip They said that 1f the Emperor delayed too long
m his bedchamber a powerful herb was mixed m s favo ite
dish which gave him sudden and unusual strength Yet so
dangerous was this herb that he must not be 1ous d too far
for then exhaustion followed so extreme that 1t could end
m death
On the third morming ths exhaustion fell The Emperor
x sank mto half fainting silence upon hus pillow His 1ps vere
blue lus eyes half closcd he could not move his parrow face
set slowly mto a greenish pallor which upon his yellow
skin made hum seem dead In great fear Yehonala went to
the door to summon help Before she could call she saw
An Teh har the Cluef Eunuch approaching expecting the
summons
Let the Court physicrans be mnmed tely called” she
comman
She looked so proud and cold her great eyes so black, that
An Teh hal obeyed
Yehonala retumed to the bedside The Emperor had fallen
asleep She looked down on his unconscious face nd su
denly she longed to weep She stood there shivermg m the
str nge chill which had fallen upon her agam and agam i
these two days and three n ghts and she went to the door
and opened 1t enough to let her slender body through Out
side 1t her sening woman at nodding on a vooden stool
weary with ating and Yehonala put her hand on her
shoulder and shook her g ntly
Where 15 your }ttle dog®” the woman asked
Yehonala stared at he unseemng I put it in the courtyard
some time 12 the n ght—I fo getl
Donot mind the oman sad, pitying her Come
~ with me—take your old woman s hand~
a5



And Yehonala let herself be led down the narrow pas
sageways It was dawn and the nsmg sun shone upon the
sose red walls along the way and thus she came agamn to
her solitary home And while the serving woman made her
self bustling and busy she talked to comfort her mustress

They are saymg everywhere that never has a concubme
stayed so long with the Son of Heaven Even the Consort
spent only a mght with hun at one time That eunuch Lt
Lien ymg says that you are the favonte now You have
nothing more to fear™

Yehonala smiled but her hips trembled “Do they say so?
she said and she held herself straight and moved with her
usual smooth grace

Yet when she was bathed and clothed m sleeping robes of
softest silk 1 her own bed though the curtams were d awn
the serving woman gone away she fell mnto shivering and
deathly chull Sdent she must be so long as she lved for to
no one could she speak Oh there was none for what fnend
had she? She was alone and never had she dreamed of such
Joneliness as now was hers There was not one—

Not one? Was Jung Lu not still her kinsman? He was her
cousmn and the ties of blood cannot be broken She sat up m
her bed and dried her eyes and she clapped her hands for her
serving woman

“What now? the woman asked at the door

“Send to me the eunuch Li Lien ymg” Yehonala com
manded her

The serving woman hesitated Upon her round face the
doubt was plam enough

“Good mustress she said  do not be too frendly with
that eunuch What can he do for you now?”

But Yehonala was stubbom  Somtething that only he can
do” she said

‘The woman went away shil doubtful to find the eunuch
who came in great haste and elation

“What what my lady Phoentx?” he mquired when he came
to her door

Yehonala put the curtain aside She had dressed herself in
a dark and somber robe and her face was pale and grive
Beneath her eyes were shadows but she spole with high
digmity
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“Bring to me here my kinsman ™ she sud, “my cousm-
brother Jung Lu

“The Captam of the Impenal Bannermen?” L1 Lien ymg
asked surpnsed

“Yes she said haughtily

He went away wipmng the smile from hs face with his
sleeve

She let the curtain fall and heard the eunuchs footsteps
go away When she had the power she told herself she
would raise Jung Lu up so that no one not even a eunuch
could dare to say the guardsman She would make hmm
at Jeast 2 duke a Crend Councilor perhaps And while she
chenshed these thoughts i her mind she felt such a yearning
arse 1n her heart that she was fnightened for herself What
could she want of her kinsman except the sight of his truthful
face the sound of hus firm vo ce while he told her what now

. she should do? Oh but she was wrong to send for um, for
could she tell him what had befallen her i these two days
and three mghts and how she was changed? Could she say
to hum that she wished she had never come to the Forb dden
City and beg hum now to help her to escape? She let herself
sink to the Hoor and she leaned her head agamst the wall
and closed her eyes A strange pain deep In her witals
swelled up mto her b east She hoped he would not come

Vam hope for she heard his footsteps He had come in
stantly he was at the deor and Li Lien ymg was callmg
through the curtam

Lady your kinsman is here}

She rose then and without thinking to look at her face mn
the muror Jung Lu knew her as she was There was no
reason to be beautiful for hum She went to the curtain and
put 1t aside and he was there

ome m cousin  she sard

Come out, he sad We must not meet mside your
chamber »

Yet I must speak with you lone she sard, for Lt Lien
ymg waited his ears outstretched and greedy

But Jung Lu would not come m and so she was forced
0 leave her chamber and when he saw her face how \
it was and how pale were her | ps and dark her eyes T

~ concered for her and he went with her Into the
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and she forbade the eunuch to follow there Only her serving
\ oman stood on the steps nearby so that it could not be
said that she was alone with a man _even het cousin

Thus she could not touch hus hand nor allow hum to touch
hers sorely as she longed for his touch She moved as far
from the door as she could and she sat down upoen a porce:
lun garden seat under a clump of date trees at the far end
of the courtyard

Seat you self ” she saxd

But Jung Lu would not sit down He stood before her as
straight and suff as though he were only 2 guardsman by
the Emperor s gate

“Will you not sit down?” she asked agam and looked up
at him with pleading m her eyes

No he said I am here only because you sent for me™

She yielde] Have you he dP” she asked so softly that a
bird upon a branch above her could not have known what
she s :d

1 have heard” he smd not looking at her

*] am the new favorte

“That too I have heard”

It was all told in these few words and what more was
there to be said, if he 1 ould not speal? She kept looking at
his face the face she knew so well companng it with that
thin narrow sickly face upon the impenal pillow This face
was young and handsome the dark eyes large and powerful
the mouth set full and frm 2bove the strong chan Here was
a mans face

“I have been a fool she sud

He did not wswer this What could be answered to it?

1 want to go home ” she said -

He folded his arms and looked carefully above her head
into the trees

“This 1s your home le smd

She it the edge of her lower hin 1 want you to save me

He did not move If one watched hum he would haye smd
that Jung Lu stood subordinate to the woman who was
seated there under the date trees But he let hus eyes slide
down to her lovely uplifted face and i those eyes she saw
his answer

“Oh my heart, if ¥ could save you, I would. But I cannot.
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‘Tte heavy pamn inside her vitals suddenly eased “Then
you do not forget mel

“Night and day 1 do not forget, he sud

“What shall T do?” she asked

“You know your destmy he smd “You chose 1t”

Her lower lip quivered and tears shone silver 1 her black

syes
“I did not know how 1t would be she faltered
ere 15 no undowng what 15 done ™ he sad. Ne gong
sack, no being what you were”

She could not speak Instead ste bent her head to keep
e tears from running on her cheels and she dared not wipe
‘hem Jest the eunuch lurked near enough to see

“You have chosen greatness he smd m her slence
“Therefore you must be great

She s allowed down her tears and still d d not dare to Lft
aer head Only on your promise she said, her voice small
md trembling

“What promse?” he said

“That you will come vhen I s nd for you she smd “I
nust have that safety and that comfort. I cannot be always

lone

She saw the sweat start out on hus forehead as the sunlight
‘ell through the tre s upon hus face I will come to you when
rou call” he said pot moving  If you must then send for
ne But do not send unl ss you must I will bribe this eunuch
-a thing I have never done before—to bribe a eunuch! It
suts me 1n his power But I will do it

She rose I have your promise she smd

She gave hun one long look and held her hands hard
Hasped together so that she could not put them forth to hum

ou understand me?” she asked
Ido he sad

“Tt s enough she sad and passing him she left him there
nd went dwectly to her chamber Behmd her the curtain
el agam

For s ven days and seven mghts Yehonala would not leave
1er bed The palace comdors ere busy with whispers that
the was 1l that ste was angry that she had tned to swallow
3er gold earrmgs that she would not y1 1d agam to the
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told her what was gomg on and how Yehonala although she
knew her power would not obey the Emperor

“I have never heard of such a woman i all our dynasty
the Dowager Mother exclamed with energy Let the eu
nuchs take her by force to my son!

The Chief Eunuch hesitated  Venerable hesaid 1 ques
tion this method. She must be won and persuaded for I do
assure you, Venerable that she capnot be forced She 1s so
strong being both taller and heawier than the Son of Heaven
though slender as 2 young willow tree that she will not
hesitate to bite hum or scratch hus face when they are alone

at horror! the Dowager Mother exclamed She was

old and she had an illness of the Liver and spert much of

her time n bed and was indeed now lyng m the recesses

of a bed so large that she seemed to be lookmg from a ca e

She pondered “Is there no one mside the palace v ho can
-persuade her?” she mquired -

' “Venerable the Comsort 15 her true cousin” the Chuef

Eunuch suggested

The Do vager Mother remonstrated It 1s not usual for
the Conso t to urge 2 concubme upon her own Jord the
Emperor ”

Nesther usual nor proper Venerable ” the Chief Eunuch

agree
The old lady remamed silent for so long that he thought
she had fallen asleep But she had not She hfted her sunken
eyelds after a time and she smd “Well then let ths
Yehonala go te the Consorts palace
“And if she will not go Venerable?” the Chief Eunuch
inqured
" “How—if she not go?” the Dowager demanded
“She has refused to go to the Son of Heaven lums If
An Teh hai remir ded her
e Dowager Mother groaned 1 tell you I have never
seem so fierce a female! Well, then the Consort 1 gentle
Suggest to her that Yehonala 1s all and shot1d be visited
“Yes Venerable ” the Chief Eunuch said The e were the
nstructions he wanted and he rose to obey Sleep 1n peace
Venerable he sad
Go away the Dowager Mother replied *I am too old
$he troubles of men and women ™



He went softly as she fell asleep and he went at (mOE:
the palace of the Consort and there found Sakota embroX 1
ng tiger faces upon a pair of shoes for her cinld whes
should be bom o

When he had been anmounced and presented he exclai™
upon this work «

Does the Impenal Consort not have many women
embrowder for her? he asked

Thave Sakota rephed But then I myself have nothiot
to do I am not cleve lke my cousm Yehonala. I dom0
wish to study books or leamn pamtmng

Ah” he smd standing before her With a gesture of he
Lttle hand ste now bade hum st Upon the muiddle finger ¢
s hand was her thimble a ring of gold at the second Jo

It 15 about your cousm that I come before you Lady
went on_still standing “and at the command of the Dowage
Mother ” *

She lifted her pretty eyes Oh?'

The Chief Eunuch coughed Your couswa gives us muc
trouble 7

Indeed® Sakota sa d

She will not obey the unperial summons  he went on

Sakota s hittle head drooped over her embrowdery and st
blushed as pink as a peach blossom “Yet I heard—my wom¢
told me—~

She has won the Emperors favor” he agreed “but st

will not retum to hum,

The peach blossom pink deepened ‘What has this to <
with me?” Sakota asked

“It 15 thought that she mught listen to you tte Consort
he sugrested

Sakota pondered this embroidenng slowly and with €l
utmost delicaey about the yellow eye of the tiny tiget ¢
the shoe “Is this a proper request to make of me?” she 1
quured at Tast

The Chief Funuch was blunt Indeed it is not Lady ¥
must all of us remember that the Son of Heaven 15 not
common man He 13 not to be refused by anyone ™

“He likes ber so much! Sakota murmured

Can she be blamed?” be asked n seply

Tre Lttle creature sighed and folded her embrodery a1
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put it on the ilaid table near her Then she put her hands
together W e have always been sisters she and I” she sud
in her sweetly plamtive vorce  If she needs me I will go to
b

“Thank you Lady” the Chief Eunuch sad. [ will escort
you there myself and wait for your return

So 1t happened that Yehonala lymg on her bed that same
day tearless and mn desparr looked up and saw her cousm
standing m the doorway By now she felt she hated all her
Iife and she was sorry that she had chosen greatness for she
did not wish such greatness when she knew the price of it.

Sakotal she wailed and held out both her arms

Sakota flew to her at once melted by such a cry and the
two young women clasped each other 2and wept mutual
tears Neither dared to speak of what both remembered and
Sakota knew that the memory was as hateful to her as it was
& Yehonala

“Oh poor Sister she wept. “Three mghts! I had only
one ”

I will not return to hum~ Yehonala whispered She all but
strangled her cousm so tightly did she hold her by both
erms around the neck and Sakota sank down into the bed.

Oh Sist ¢ but you must! she cried Else v hat will they
do to you my dear? We are not our 0 T now

The Yehonala always whispermg because of the listen
ing eunuchs revealed her heart Sakota 1t 15 worse for me
than you. You love no man do you? Alas I know row that
I do Jove Here 1s the miseryl If I did not love I could be
careless What 15 2 womans body? It 1s only 2 thing to be
vkept or given av ay There 13 no pnde m 1t 1 hen one does
not love It 1s only priceless when one loves—and 15 loved

agam”
# She had no need to speak the nam Sakota knew it was
Juag Lu
It 1. too } te Sister” Sakota said She stroked Yehonalas
¢ smooth wet cheeks “There 1s no escape now bister
Yehonala pushed her hands away “Then I must die she
sud her voice breaking  for truly I will not Ine.” And she
put her head down on her cousmn s shoulder agam and wept
Now this hitle Sakota had the soft heart of a w
$whom is only gentleness and so while she soothed ¥
1 . r.2



with her hands stroking Fer forehead and her cheeks s}}:
plotted 1n her heart as to what she could do to help her
leave the palace or even the Forbidden City was not P“;
sible If a concubwme escaped there was no place for her
the kno n world If Yehonala retumed to her uncles hﬂ“se‘be
who was Sakotas father then the whole famuly mght o
Jalled for her sn Yet where else can 2 runaway woman hid
If she mingles with strangers do they not all mquire to kno¥
who she 15 for 1s 1t not told everywhere with noise and cot
motion of a concubme mns from the palaces of the Drago?
Emperor? Whatcver h Ip whatever comfort must be foun
only wat} n the walls themselves Intrnigue there was a plenty
and though no man could sleep within the walls of this ity
at nght save only the Son of Heaven novertheless v omes
had the lovers by day

Yet ho v could she the Impenal Consort stoop ta bargart
w th eunuchs and so put herself n therr power? She cou )
not do this Not only fear but delicacy too forbade

t!

Dear Coustn  she said hiding her thoughts you mus
speak with Jung Lu Ask him to tell my father that you can
not st y where you are Perhaps mv father can buy you free
or exchange you for some other one or he can say you have
gone mid Not now you understand Cousin for indeed 1
bear that our lord 1s much m love with you But later Cousin
when your turn is over and another takes your place per
haps it can be done

Salota said this innocently for she loved no man and was
not jealous but Yehonil felt a prick of pride What was
she to be displaced? If Sakota said this then it must be that
she had heard it already murmured among the women an
the eunuchs She sat up 1n bed and pushed her tumbled Bafr
away from her face

I cannot ask my kansman to come to me—vou know thst,
Sakotal Gossip would flare from court to court But you may
end for hum Sakota He 1s your kinsman too Send for hm
and tell him I will surely kil myself Tell him that I care
nothmg for anyone only to get myself free agan Hers 13 8
prison Sakota—we are all 1 prsont

1 am happy enough, Sakota sud mildly It is pleasant
here 1 thinkl

Yehonala turned her eyes sidewise on her cousin “You




I
happy anywhere—so long as you can sit i peace and em
bro der its of satml”
Sakotas eyelids fell and her small mouth curved down.
“What else 15 there to do Cousin?” she asked sadly
‘Yehonala flung back her tar and caught 1t in one hand
and twisted 1t 1nto a great knot behind her head “There~
there—there—" she cried It 1s what 1 am saying! There 15
nothing to do—1 cannot go on the street I cannot so much
as put my head outs de the gate to see if there 1s a play at
the comer I have not seen one play since I came here and
you know I have ever loved to see a play My books yes—
my pamtng? Well I pamt For whom? Myselfl It 1s not
enough—not yet! And 2t mght—
She shie ed and drew up her legs and Iard her proud
head down upon her knees
Sakota sat sient for a long moment Then lmowins, that
¥she had no comfort for this young and stormy woman whom
indeed she could not understand smce not by storm can
@ woman ¢h nge what she 1s bom she rose
Cousm my dear ste s id m her most coarng voice 1
will go away nov so that you can be bathed and dressed
and then you must eat some fond something you ke And
1 will send for our kmsman and you must not refuse to see
him if he comes for it will be because I ha ¢ so decided
for your stke And if there 15 gossip then I wall say that 1t
i3 1 who bade hmm come
She put her hand so hghtly on Yehonilas head stll bent
on her knees that it felt no heavier there than a leaf ard
then she went away
When she was gone Yehonala flung hers 1f back upon her
pillo vs and lay stone stll her eyes open and staring mto
the canopy above her A fantasy wove itself m her mind 2
dream a plan a plot possible only if Sakota protected her
Sakota + ho was the Imperal Consort, whom ne one could
gecuse
‘When her serving woman peered 1n, afraid to speak or call
Yehonala turned her head
“T will have my bath now she sad “And 1 will put on
something new—say my green robe the apple green
then 1 will eat
= "Yes yes my queen, my pet” the woms~
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pleased She let the curtans f2ll and Yehonala theard her
feet trotting down the corndors hastenung to obey

Sometime m the aftemoon of that day two hours before |
the curfew fell when all men must leave the Emperors oty
Yehonala heard the footsteps for which she watted She b
spent the day alone 1n her own rooms after Sakota left her
forbiddmg the entrance of anyone Only her serving woma®
sat outside the door To her Yehonala said honestly

1 am 1 sore trouble My cousin the Consort knows my
woe She s commanded our kinsman to come to me fo
hear me and to carry my trouble to my guardian uncle While
he 15 here you are to stav by the door You are not to enter
nor let anyone so much as peer mto my court You under
stand that 3t 13 by the Consort s command that he comes

Lady 1 do understand the woman sad

Thus the hors had pa sed_she at the door and Yeb
‘inside the clos d door behind the dropped curtan She sat
idle m body but her mwd was exceedingly busy and her
Yeart was m turmoil Could she prevail upon Jung Lu to
forsake Tus rectitude? It was her will so to prevail

He came at last two hours before the curfew She heard
us footsteps the Brm pace measured to his height She heard
his voice nquiring whether Yehonala slept and her womans
reply that she waited for hum

She heard the door open and close and she saw his hand
that Jarg smooth hand she knew so well lay }old upon the
mnner curtan and hesitate She sat ngid i her charr of carved
black wood waiting and motionless Then he put the curtam
aside and stood there looking at her and she looked st
hum, Her heart leaped w her breast a thing alve and sepa
rate from her and tears welled to her eyes and her mouth
began to quiver

Whatever she could do this that she did shook all his will
He had seen her weep 1 pamn and he had heard Ter sob
with rage but he had never seen her sit motionless and weep
without 2 sound helplessly as though her very life were
broken

He gave a great groan and his arms went out to her and
he strode across the floor And she seewng only those out
stretched arms rose blindly from her charr and ran to
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and felt them enclose her fast Thus locked together in
silence and in fearful ecstasy they stood how long neither
knew Cheek to cheek they stood untl their lips met by
mstmnet Then he tore his mouth away
You know you cannot leave this place he groaned “You
must find your freedom here withm these walls for there 15
na otl er freedom for you now
She bstened hearmg his voice from afar knowmg only
that wathin hus arms she held him
“The lugher you nse he told her the greater will your
freedom be Rise high my love—the power 1s you s Only an
Empress can command
But will you love me?” she asked her voice stfling m her
roat
“How can I not lo e you?” Thus he repl ed “To love you
is my only Iife I draw my breath my every b eath to love
“You”
“Tten—seal me your lovel
Th se we e the bold wo ds she spoke but i so soft a
whisper that he might not b ve heard them except she knew
be did. She felt }un motonless then he m de 1 sicth She
felt! é“s shoulders shiver and his muscles loosen and hus bones
yiel
If once T am made yous she smd ba ely even here
I can live ™
No answer yet! He could not speak. Hhs soul was stll not
yelded
She hfted her head and looked mto tis face ‘What does
it matter where I lve if I am your ? [ know you speak the
truth There 15 no escap for me except by death Well I
can choose death It 18 easy in 2 palace—opum to swallow
my gold earnngs a httle kndfe to open my ens—can I be
watched day and n ght? I swear I wall de inless you make
me yours! If I am yours I will do what you say—forever and
my whole lfe long, 1 will be Empress
Her vo ce was magc, lovely w th pleading deep and soft
and gentle varm and sweet as honey in the summer sun
Was he not a man? He was young and fer ent stll rgm
because he had loved no one but her whom h  now held
within his rms They we e prson 1s trapp d Ly old way
~of life jaled within the impenal palace He was no o+



b3
free than she was Yet only she could do what she wo‘]‘é‘l‘\e‘
she said she would be Empress then none could ho Yoo
back And f she chose death then she would die He et ¢
her natureAnd would he not devote hs Life to help hef
And h d not Sakota herself 1magined some such scene 25 he
when she bhad bade him come here? At the last moment o
Consort had 1d her hand on his arm and she bade b® 70
all he could— whatever Yehonala asks —those were Soh
very words 3

His souls voice was stilled he felt bis conscience die an
he héled the beauttful girl m his amms and carmed her to
the bed

The drums of curfew beat th o 1g} the conrtya ds and
the cornidors of the city of the Son of Heaven It wag the hour
of sunset when every man must be gone from w thin the
walls The ancient command fell upon the e s of lovers
hidden deep withm the secret rooms and m Yehonalas bed
chamber Jung Lu rose and drew hs garments about hum
while she lay half ssleep and smiling

He leaned over her Are we swom? he asked

Sworn  she put up her arms and drew his face down to
hers again Forever forever!

Th drums died down and he made haste and she yose
quickly and smoothed her robes and brushed back her haw
Zthen her woman coughed at the door she was sitting 1 her
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“Enter she smd and she took her handkerchief and pre
tended to wipe her eyes
“Are you weeping agam lady?” the woman asked
Yehonala shook ber head I am fimshed  eepme ™ she
said 1n 2 small voce “I know what 1 must do My hmsman
has made me see my duty”

The woman stood peenng and Listening head to one side
like a buds

“Your duty lady?” he repeated

“When the Son of Heaven summons me” Yehonsh said,
“I shall go to him I must do hus will

The beat of summer lingered late 1 the Forbidden C#v
One brillnnt dav followed upon another the pilaces stood
fn the Living hght of the naked sun and no ratos fell So hot
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was the stillness of high noon that princesses and Court
ladies eunuchs and concubmes went to the caves m the
unpertal gardens and there spent the hours of the full heat
These caves were built of river rock brought from the south
@pon barges floatng up the Grand Canal The rocks were
shaped by men's hands yet so cunningly contrived that they
Iooked wom by wands and waters Crouching pine trees hung
over the entrances to these caves and mside them hidden
fountamns dnpped down the walls and made pools where
goldfish played In the coolness the ladies did embrowdery

eard music or played at gambling games

But Yehonala did not enter the caves She was now al vays
busy at her books always smiling slent more often than
spealang as she studied her books Seemmgly ter rebellion
v as forgotten When the Emperor summoned t 1 she al
lowed herself to be bathed and dressed af esh and she went
to hun His favor did not falter and this compelled her pru
dence for wa ting concubmes grev estless fo ther tum
and Li Lien ymg contended among the eunuch to keep
himself her chief servant Yet if Yehonala knew of strife she
did not let 1t be known that she knew unless it could be
guessed from her faultless courtesy to all and f om her care-
ful obedience to the Dowager Mother Each d v when she
awoke she went first to the Dowager Mother to mquire of
her health and b ppmess The old lady vas often 1l and
Yehonala brewed herbs m the tea to soothe her and if she
were restless she rubbed the withered feet and hands and
soothed the Doy ager by brushing bher white sc nty har m
long and even strokes No task vas too small or too low for
Yehonala to perform for the Dowager Mother and soon all
percerved that the handsome g1 sas not only the favonte
of the Son of Heaven but of his mother too
Thus Yehon Ia knew hov eag lv the Dowager Mother
waited for the brth of Sakot s hild and it was part of
Yehonala s duty daily to accompany the Dowager Mother to
the Buddhist temple and wait while she m de prayers and
bumed mcense befo e the gods beseeching Hea en that
the Consort might have a son Only \ hen this was done
did Yehonala retvm to her own chosen tashs which + ere
as ever 1 the 1 brary reading and studying under
.nuchs who were scholars © learning music and sh
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hersel 1 Jearning how to wnte wath the camels hat brush
after the style of the great calligraphers of the past et

Meanwhile the hud a secret or thought she did untl "‘;
d y her soman spoke out It was a usual day the air o0
at might and morning than st had been but still hot at “°§§‘
Yehonala sfept fate for she had been summoned by 8¢
Emperor 1 night before ns many mghts she had been su
moned and afways she obeyed

Mistress  the woman =1d when she entered the bedroo®
on thus day and closed the door earefully betund her have
you nor m1 ked that the 1 moon has come and gone end
you have no show of erimson?

18 1t 507” Yebonala ashed s of ste did not cre Yet how
greatly did she care and how closely she had observed hey
own persont

It s so  the voman smd proudly The seed of the
Dragon 15 m you lady Shall 1 not carry the good news to
the Mot er of the Son of Heaven?"

“Wat  Yehonali commanded “Wat untd the Consort
has bome her ¢hild ¥ Ye is a sop does n motter what 1
beare”

B}ut if she bears a daughter? the woman mguwed eun
mngh

Yehomata thre v her a lang teasing look  Then T will t 1
the Dov ag  Motier myself she smd “And o you telf even
my evn ¢k she smd ard made ler eves ig and ferce
thea I sl have you she d ond the stup  of your flesh hung
up on pol s to In fir dogs food

The waran tri-d to laagh 1 swear by my mother that X
wll tell no ane  But whe her pale face asled co 04 know
when ths conibne too beautiful too proud mght tum
teastog into truth?

While the Co stt wanted then upon the Consory, each ton
cubme woke 1 the mornmg to ash if there were news and
the princes and the Grand Councilor Shun before they en
tered the Avdh nee Hall at da m demarded from the eu
nuchs whether th buth was tegun Anl stil Satotas child
wag not bom In his own anslety the Empcror commanded
the Dorrd of Astraloy rs to studv the stars agawa and o
determine from the entrails of freshly kalled fowls whether
hus chidd would not be a son Alas they saw confusion Th
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signs were not clear The child maght or mught not be a son
It was even poss ble that the Consort would give buth to
twms boy and gl mn which misfortune the gul must be
alled, lest she sap the Iife of b royal brother

The autumn deepened and the Court phy i1cuans grew
anmous for the health of the Consort She as womn with
wating her fralty much mereased because th child  auld
not be bomn ard she could not eat or sleep Once Yeho ala
went to see her but Sakota ould not receve he She was
too il the eunuch m attendance said She should see no one
And Yehonala went away m doubt Hlae s? Ho could S kota
be too 1ll to sec her own cousm sister? For the first tme she
wished Salota did not know th t Jung Lu had come to her
m private True she knew no more but even to know so
bttle put 4 weapon 1 Sakota s hand—a we k hand that might
be used by a tronger one as yet unknown Alss she knew
by now that mtrigue was everywhere th oughout the palaces
and she must be strong enough to break th ough sts me hes
Never once agamn not for an hour would she put 2 weapon
of secret knowledge 1nto another s hand

The days went on each leig and all om ns were dire
Evil news came from evervwlere throughout the Empire
The long hared Chinese ebels m the south had seized the
southern capital Nanking and many peop! had b en kiled
So ferocious were those rebels that the impe al sold ers could
not win a single battle And as a furthe sign of evil trange
swift wmnds blew down upon the cty comets c ossed the
skes at night and 1 many places rumors ro e that women
gave burth to twms and monsters

Qn the last day of the eighth moon month th e appe red
at noon a thunderstorm which chang d itself into a typhoon
mere fit for southemn seas than for the dry northern plamns
upon whch tte city stood Even the elders h d ne er seen
such 1 ghtning nor he rd such crashing oanng thunder nd
hot winds blew £ om the south as though devils rode upon
the clouds When ram fell at last it ¢ me not i a gentle
downpour upon the dred fields and dusty streets but 10 such
foods and 1 shings and fury that torrents ate th earth away
Whether from fnght or deep despawr Sakota upon that day
felt the pamns of burth begn mside he body and no s
did she cry out than the news spread everywlere th
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the palrces and all stopped whatever they were domg ¥
wait and hear i
At this hour Yehonala was tn the hibrary and at her \)S“d
books The skv had grown so dath that eunuchs ht lamps 20
Ly her lamp she was wnting under the eve of her tutor 2¢
he r ad aloud an ancient sacred text for her to copy The$
he read
Chung ¥ ung the mimster of the House of Chi asked for
advi e upon the a2t of government The Mast r smd  Lewn
above al} how to use vour subordinates Overlook thew lesser
‘flahmscs and raise 1p only those who are honest a
able
At th s moment Li Lien ving appeared at the curtmn md
behind the tutors back be male signs to Yehorala whose
meamng she understood at once She 1 1d down h r brush
and rose
Sir” she suid to her tutor T must Fasten to the Dowager
Mother who h s udden need of me
Long ago sh¢ had planned what she + ould do when Sakot1
was m labor She would go to the Dowap r Mother and
stay 1th her sorthe her and amuse her artl it was knovn
whether the burth was of a female or 3 male Before th
tutor cold reply ste had left the Wbrary and was walling
ghead of th eunich to ard the Dowager Mothers palace
The hghtn ng d rted above the treetops and the corrty rds
$pr ng wto by d hight as she went nd through tte roofed
passagenavs the wind blew the ram like spray from tf e sea
But Yehonala humed on and bebind ber Li Laen ying fol
Tov ed
When she reached the palace she went in without speafung
to any of the wating women The Dowager AMother had gone
to bed s she did always 1n a thunderstorm and now ste lay
rassed on her piflaws her hands clasped about a jc veled
Buddhist rosary her thin face as white as muttou fat jade
Wh n she saw Yehonala she did not smile Jn a solemr voice
she sud  How can a sound child be bom ot such a tune?
Heaven atself rages above our heads.” ‘
Yehonala ran to her and knelt beside the bed  Re sonthed
Impenial Mother she coaxwed It is not because of us that
Heaven 1 ges Evil men have rebelled agamnst the Throoe 4
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and the child to be born will save us all Heaven is angry on
hus behalf and not agamst ham or us
“Do you believe 1t soP” the old lady rephed
Jdo Yehonak said and she knelt on speaking sooth ng
words and nsmg only to fetch hot b oth for the Dowager
Mother to drnk down and uphold her strength Then she
found a pleasant book of tales to ead and she plaved upon
a lute and sang a song now and then and helped the old
Yady at her prayers and so the hours passed
‘At sunset the wind died down and a str nge vello 1ght
suffused the palaces and courtvards Then Yehon 1 drew
the curtams and ht the candles and wa ted for she had con
tinung news which she did not tell the Doy ger Mother
that the birth was very near After the yello licht the dark
ness came dovn suddenly and when might fell the Chef
Eunuch An Tehha: came to the palace of th Do vager
Mother Yehonala went to m et hum and from Ius face she
saw the news w s evil
Is the child dead? she mquired
Not dead he said hewily ‘but st 15 a gul—a sickly fe
male—
Yehonala put her handkerchief to her eyes Oh cruel
Heaven!
“Will you tell the Venerable Mothe ¥ he ashed I must
hasten agam to the Lmpero  He 15 1l with enger
I will tell her Yehonala p omised
And you the Ch ef Funuch continued Make yo rself
ready to be summoned i the might The Empe or will surely
need you
I am ready she said
Then slowly she went back to the Dowage s bedchamber
and gave no heed to the watng vomen who had guessed
the news and stood vth boved heads and eves streaming
tears as she passed She ente ed the great bedchamber agan
:lrfl when the Dowager Mother saw her face she too knew

It 15 not a male child she s d and her volce was weary
with all th veanness of her yeas of w ung
It 15 a f male Yehonala sud gently
She knelt beside the b d 2zam and took the Do
an



Mother s hands and stroked th m with her own strong YO =¥

andas
“Why do T hve?” tte Dowager Mother iquired 9“"0‘1’2’
“Sou must e % enerable Mother” Yehonola sud She
made her deep vouce tonder “You must hve—untl my soR
is bom ™
Her hope was revealed Ste Yad saved her seoret and
a gt ste gave st now to tre Dowager Mother
That ofd face quvered and b oke wto a vymbled smie
“Is it teae? she asked  Can ths be He ver s v all? Yoy ot
sol The child will become fran your strong body 2 sonb
Buddha hearst It must te so And 1 calld you Ferce § sad
that you were too strong Oh daughter how warm your
hands are on mel
She locked dosm mto the young and t nd rlv beavtiful
face so near her and Yehorala Jooking up saw adoratio: w
th Do vager Mothers eyes
My hands ore always warm  she s1d It 18 tru that §
am strong And I can be fleree And 1 shall bear a son™
When tle Vener He lady heard what Yehonala sud she
rose out of her bed with such energy that all around her
werr fnghtened
Save vourself Imp nal Motter Yehonala exclawmed
She ran forward to suppoct the Dowager Mother but the
lady pushed her awav  Sexd eunuchs o my s02  she £
clavmed ; her quavenng vo ce “Yell ham 1 have pood news™
The ladies 1 atterd 1 ce heard these words as they wa &t
outside They loohed at one another with doubt and joy
while m preat commotion the cunuchs were summoned and
sent off
My bath’  the Dowager Mother commanded her women,
#nd while they bastened to make the bath she tumed agaln
to Yebonafa
And you my heart,” she exclaimed “you are more pre
¢laus to me nay than any except my son himself You are
the de tined one 1 see  m yaur eyes Such eyesl Notbing
il must tefall you Retumn to your own chamber my dagl
ter and rest vourself 1 shall have you moved w the inner
courts of the Western Pslace where the stn falls 1 pon the
tt‘r;ncrs And let the physicans be summoned wathout de-
1oy
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“But I 2m not 1l] Venerabl  Yehonala sad laughmg
"Look at m |

She stretched out her arms she hfted her head her cheeks
were red her dark eyes bright

The Dowager Mother tared at her Beautful beautiful ”
she murmured. “The eyes so clear the eyebrows hike moths
wmgs the flesh a5 tender as a childst I knew the Consort
would bear only a gul I told you so you women—do you
remember 1 said a creature of such soft bone such slack
flesh would bear only a gul?”

“Venerable you told us—you told us mdeed the serving
women said one after the other

And Yehonala said, [ will obey you Venerable m all
things

She made her cbeisance and retired from the chamber
Outside the doors her own woman waited and Lz Lien ymg
also The tall eunuch was subbmg his hands and grmomg
and cracking s finger jomnts

“Let the Phoenix Empress command me he declared I
wait for her commands ™

Be quet ” Yehonala smd  You speak too soon

“Have I not seen destmy over your head? he cned I see
it there"now with my naked eyes I say what I have always

Leave me Yehonala told lum She walked away with
swift grace her woman followmg After a few steps ste
pPaed and she looked back at the eunuch  One thing only
you may do she smd You may go to my kinsman and tell
tum what you have heard

The eunuch stretched out his neck corded like a turtles
" neck  Shall I bid hum come to you? he asked mn a hissng
whisper

No  Yehonala replied m a clear voice for anyone to
hear It 15 not fittng that I should speak now to any man
save to my mpenal lord

And she went on her way her hand testing on her wom
ans shoulder
her own bedchamber she wated ewp s
from the Lmperor when he heard and her woman tathed
her and put fresh mner garments on her and brugled her
b 1n cous to Bt under her jeweled headdress
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“What outer robes will you wear now \ enerablef ¢
woman inquured fondly Jum
Bring me the pale blue robe embroidered m pmk E
blossoms and the yellow embrordered m green bacibo®
Yehenala said Qi
The two tobes were brought but befare she could decide
\ hich one suited the color of her face today there Was &
commotion 1 the outer courts A sudden noie of waling

voices Tose above the valls

What evil has befallen? the serving womin cned

She ran out leaving her mstress vith the robes spread
out before her on the bed 1nd at the gate mto the conrt she
fell agamnst the eunuch La Lien ving He wore a face as greed
as a sour peach and his coarse mouth hung aar

“The Dowager Mother 5 dead he gasped and his voice
came dry out of his throat

Deadl the v oman screxmed But my mustress was with
her two hours ago!

Dead ” Li Lier ying repeated  She came tottering to the
Audrence Hall supported by her ladies and when the Em
peror hastened 1o her there she opened her mouth to t reathe
as though her thraat were cut Then she cred att that he
would have a son and these were her last words for she
fell dead mto her ladies arms Her soul has gone to the
eternal Yellow Springs

Ob Lord of Hell the woman waled how can you
bear such evil news?

She ran back to her mustress but Yehonala hastemng to
the outer door had already heard
[ brought the Impenal Mother to0 much joy ” she said
stdly

No but joy cime too quickly after sorrow and her soul
was divided ™ the woman said

Yehonala did not male reply She went back to her bed
room and stood lookmg at the two robes spread out before
her

Put them a ay she sad at last I shali not be sum
moed now until the Emperor s days of mournmng, are. ended.

And the old woman sobbumg, and moanmg at such il for,
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tune folded the bright robes and put them away agam m the
red lacquered chests from whence she had taken them

The months slipped quetly mto the Season of the Fust
Cold The Forbidden City was stilled m mourning for the
Dowager Mother and the Son of Heaven weanng white
zobes of death lived without women Yehonala missed the
fondness of the dead Dowager yet she knew that she was
not forgotten She was free and by the Emperor s command
she was also guarded Whatever she asked for she had but
she must obey the commands sent down to her Thus she
was encouraged to eat the most del cate and deliciou foods
fish from the distant nvers preserved m 1ce and snow the
yellow carp the smooth skinned eels Fish she craved for
every meal and she drank the soup made from erusted Bsh
bones Beyond this she asked only to eat the coarse sweets

b of her childhood that she used to buy at the stre t vendors

stall red sugar cakes sesame toffee and nce flour dumplings

with sweetened bean paste such as peasants eat Fat

pork and roasted mutton and browned duck and other palace

meats she could not eat And most difficult of all to s vallow

were the herbs and medicmes which the royal physicians

; brewed daly for her to drnk dovm for they were contmually

- frightened lest the child be bom too soon or bom deformed
for which evil they would be blamed as th y vell knew

Each mornng after Yehonala was bathed and dres ed and
before she had eaten the physiaans waited upon her in
number to feel her pulse and peer under her eyelds and
examme her tongue and smell her breath Then they con

) ferred for two hours concerning b r condition that day and
after they were agreed they prescnbed and themselves pre
pared what they had chesen How wvile were these bowls of
Sreen muxtures and black dr ughts! But Yel onala swallo ved
the Iiquors for vell she knew that vhat she carmed m her
Was 1o ordinary child but one vho belonged to all the peo-
ple as the r ruler and not once did she doubt that she carried
2 male child She ate heartly and slept well and she kept

own the medicmes someho  and her young body
3 ith health Throughout the palaces a grateful joy
ke serene music and ths fowed out over t-~



trv People said to one another that the times had turned
that evil was past and good was come again to the Empie

Meanwhile Yehonala herself was changed Untl the day
when she hne v she had concerved she had been a gurl will
ful and musch evous changeable and rmpetuous m spite ¢
her Tove of books and he ~mbition to learn Nov while she
costnued to read the ancient books and to brush the ancrent
characters whatever she learned she wove around herse
and the child within her This vhen she cime upon the
words of Lno Tzu which are these Of all the dangers the
greatest 15 to think lightly of the foe she was struck by
their present mean ng That v 1se man had lived how many
hundreds of years before he and yet his vords remamed
as fresh as though they were spoken to her this same day
The foe? The realm her son m ght one dav rule as presently
‘beset by foes She had thou ght them no concern of hers but
no v she knew they vere the enemies of her son nd so her
own She looked up from the page

“Tell me she said to her tutor who are our present
foes?

The old eunuch shook tis head ‘Lady he replied I
have no leamning 1 affars of state I know only the ancient

sages

Yehonala closed her baok Send me one to teach me who
are mv present foes she said

The aged eunuch was confounded but he knew better than
o question her and he reported her command to An Teh hai,
the Chief Eunuch who went to Pnince Rung the sixth son of
the last Emperor His mother was a concubme and he was
therefore half brother by blood to the present Emperor
Hsien Feng The two half brothers had grown up together
studying their books and learming swordmanship under the
same tutors Prince hungs mind was good his face mamly
and good to see Indeed his wisdom and intelligence were 50
bigh and calm that munisters princes and eunuchs went to
him secretly astead of to the Emperor nor did he betray
anyone and 1l trusted hum The Chief Eunuch An Teh hah
went therefore to the pilace of this Prince which was outside
the Forbidden City and he told him of Yel onalas vint 10d
he begged Prince hung humself to teach the young, Favonte.,
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“For she is so strong ™ he saud  so filled with health her
mund as clever as a mans that we do not doubt she wall bear
ason who will be our next Emperor

Prince hung pondered for a while He was 2 young man
and 1t was not seemly for him to come near a concubimne Yet
ke was related to her now through ks mmpersal brother and
custom myght be set asde They were not Chinese moreover
but Manchu and Manchu ways were more free than Chmese
ways And he remembered how dire were these times His
elder brother the Emperor was dissolute and weak the
Court corrupt and idle the mumsters and prmces lifeless
hopeless powerless 1t seemed to stay the crumblmg of the

mpire The treasury was empty harvests faled and fammes
starved the people often And in thewr angry hunger the
people made rebellion Secret rebel bands were everywhere
plottng agamst the Dragon Throne the Chinese declarmg
that now was the time to drive out the Manchu emperors
who had ruled them for two hundred years Drive out the
Manchn! Restore the ancient Chmnese dvnasty of Mgl Al
ready such rebels had gathered m a horde under the long
hared madman Hung who called humself a Chiese Christ
23 if 1t were not enough that foreigne s were Chnstians and
1 the name of that same Christ seduced the young m schools
and churches to desert their famuly gods| What hope then
except to hold hard the remnants of the Empire untit an hewr
was born strong son of strong mother?

“1 will myself teach the Favonte he sad “but bid her
eged tutor stay 1 her presence while I am there

The next day then when Yehonala went to her books as
usual m the Impersal Library she sav there a man tall
young and of powerful handsome looks beside her tutor
‘With lom was An Teh ha1 who presented Prnce kung say
Ing why he had come

Yehonala drew her sleeve across her face and bowed and
ice Kung stood sidewise his head turned away
B seated Elder Brother Yehonala said mn her pretty
voice and herself sat down in her usual char while the ald
tutor took h s place at the end of the table The Chief Eunuch
stood behind the Prince and her four lad es behind Yehonala
Ia thus fashion Prince hung began to teach the Impenal
Concubme Without lookng at her and hus face turned a¥ay



he began the lessons which he contmted one day m Seven
for many months He told her the entire state of the “ﬂtﬁm‘
described how the weakne s of the Throne mvited rebe '&“
of 1ts subjects and mvasion from enemues beyond the Nor
emn plams and eastern seas He told her how these m"ﬁde‘i
three hundred years before were first men from PoItUE
seeking tride 1n sp ces By the riches of therr lawless plunder
they tempted other men of Europe to do as they had done
and Spamish conguerors came and Dutchmen m Dutelt staps
and then the English making war for their oprum trade
after these the French the Germans

Yehonala s eyes grew larger and more black Her face was
pale and red by tumns and her hands clenched m fists upon
her knees  And we did nothmg? she cried out

What could we do? Prince hung retorted We are not
sea faning people as the Engl sh a e Therr lttle lands lie cir
cled by the sea barren and scanty and upon the sea they
must forage or they starve
Nevertheless 1 do think—"

Thus Yehonalz began but Prmce Kung rased his hand

“W ut—there 1s et more
" And he told how continuously the English had made thexr
wars each time victorious

“Why? she demanded.

“Thev spend therr wealth on war weapons ™ Prince Rung
replied

And he told her how still another enemy came down this
time from the north  We have long known these Russians
he told her  Five hundred years ago Most Favored the great
hublar khan who ruled here employed Russins to be his
bodyguard and so did all the emperors of his dynsty Two
hundred years after him one Yermal, Russtan and land pi
rate 2 man of adventure and with a price upon Ius head led
Ins wild band across the Ural Mountamns to seeh furs for
those who hired hun He fought the northem tnibes who lived
in the valley of the great nver Ob and he took thew royal
ity called Siber and he clanned 1t 1n the name of the ruler
of Rusuia who 15 the Tsar and thereafter the wholg Tegien
was called Sibena And for this deed of conquest his sws
were forgiven bum and hus people call hum great even to this
day”

0



I
“I have heard enough ™ she sud abruptly

Yet not encugh Most Favored Prince Kung saxd courte-
ously “The Englsh did not let us be In the tme of Chia
Ching the son of the mighty Chien Lung the Brtish sent
an enyoy Amherst by name This man when summoned to
the Audience Hall at the usual hour of dawn refused to come
swmg that his garments of state had not arnved and that
he was all The Son of Heaven then ruling seat s own
physicians to examine the foreigner and they returned say
g that Ambherst fexgned illness The Son of Heaven ‘then
ruling was angry and ordered the Englishman to go home
The white men are stubborn Most Favored Thev will not
bend or kneel before our Sons of Heaven They tell us that
they Lneel before none but geds—and + omen

Women?” Yehonala repeated Ste was dwverted by this
wnage of white men kn eling before women and she put up
ter hand to hide her laughter behmd her slee ¢ The sound
of laughter escaped her nevertheless and Prince hung tumed
Ins eves sidewnse and caught the muschief m her eyes and

self broke mto soundless laughter Thus encouraged the
Chief Eunuch laughed and then the Court lad es laughed
Bolding up thexr sitken sleeves too to hide thewr faces

“Will white men stll not kneel to the Son of Heaven?”
Yehonala asked when her laughter ended

ey will not kneel Prince hung replied

Yehonala did not speak for @ moment But when my son
rules she was thimking they will kneel to my son If they wall
ot kneel and bow their heads to the Soor then I wall have
them beheaded,

“What now?” she asked Are we snil helpless?”

We must resist  Prince hung said  though not by arms
or battles for we have not such means But we can resist by
obstructions and delays We must deny the fore gaers therr
wishes Now that these Americans ne vcomers and follo vers
of the Enghish msist, too upon the henefits of the treaties we
have been forced to make with otter Western people we
have demanded that their government mav not protect Amer
1c2ns vho trade in opium and to this they have 2|

“Wht 15 the end?” Yehonala asked
“Who knows?™ Prince Rung replied He sighed heavily and
Ehndows fell across hus face It was a bitter face for ali



handsome looks 2 sad face the lmes deep about the thn
mouth and between the black brows

He rose and bowed It 1s enough I think for ths ane
day” he sad 1 have brushed a few hines from history £01
you Most Favored Now 1f vou will 1 shall proceed to
them out untdl ali the truth 1s plamn

1 pray you do so Yehonals sad and she rose too and
bowe

Thus the day came to an end and that mght she could not
sleep What destmy was hers? Her son must take the Empwe
back agamn and drive Ius foreign foes mnto the sea ~

Yehonala now felt herself no more a prisoner withm the
palace She was the center of the peoples hope What she
ate + hether she slept well d d she suffer Janguor or pam her
color her laughter her willfulness and whims—all were mat
ters of concern In the glow of such importance the wmntex
months came 1 and passed day following day and the cleat
sunshime of brght and cloudless skies enlivened the whole
city The people were cheerful with their hope and busmess
w15 good In the south the long hared rebels settled mto the
city of Nanking and rumors creeping northward sa d that the
Jeader was tiking many wives and corrupting himself with
wines and fine foods But Yehonala recewved this good news
with no more than mild pleasure for the Chinese rebel was
not her true foe The foreigners the white men were the
enemy And yet why the enemy? Let them return to their own
Jands and there need be no enmity even with them We want
but our own Yehonala told herself

Indeed 2 mild mood pervaded her spnt in these dws_and
never had she felt her hody grow so sound and whel
Whether 1t + as the brewed herbs she drank or whether it
was her own full and vital energy flowering at the demand of
motherhood she did not know Strangest of all she no longet
hated the Son of Heaven True she did not love hum but she
pitted hum_the shell of a mn wrapped m his golden robes
of office She cradled hum 1n her arms at mght and by da¥
she showed him extravagint respect and honor for vas be
not the father of her sonp Was he the father of her son? Th¢
two-headed question hid m her heart For all the v orld f0
see and to believe he was the father of her son Her son musy,
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have the Fmperor for hus father Yet secret i her own heart
was the bving thought of Jung Lu and the hour when he had
come at her desire
Into het life there fed t o streams the first her constant
deepening pride that she bore v ithin hex the Heir to the
Throne and the other her secret love For the one she studied
zealously the history of the people y hom her son would rule
poring over many an 1ent books and puttmg her questions to
Prince Rung Because of the other she percerved 1rew the
beautv of the world to which one day she would b ing her
son Sometunes i the aftemoon mnstead of closing herself
nto the libranes she spent the hours  alking with her ladies
her guardian eunuch Li Lien ymg following behind Never
did they go beyond the vall of the Emperors aty but
wathin these + alls vas enough to see so that it + ould take her
mny jears to know 1t all When the sun was h gh and no
cold wind blew she valked among the courtvards do vn the
comdors and between the high rose red walls of narrow
streets that Imked the palice courts together Crcling the
sacred city were triple walls and in the walls were set four
gtes facing the four pomts of the compass W thin the great
first gate \ ere three mner gates lead ng to badge and gar
dens in the palaces and throne halls these halls facmg 1v1iys
south ] exr colors the svmbols of the elements E en nov m
wnter the gardens were bemufi] the northern b mboo
green under snow 4and the Ind an bamboo bearng eurlet
bernes under sno v At the Gate of Heavenly Pea e stood two
whiged pillars of white marble encircled by carved dr gons
and to th se she returned often and v hy she did not know
yexeept that her spint Lfted at the noble sight of these white-
winged pillars
Palace by palace the throne ooms many she leamed to
know the sacred polar city the center of the earth even as the
vorth star fs center of the sky and i splendid loneliness she
walked among her lad es Ah she had chosen well to male
this city her son s birthplace and his homel
In the third maon of the sprng of the new ye r on a day
s chosen by what heavenly decis on she did not know Yeho-
1 mala gave burth to he son In the p esence of the elder ladies
1 of the Court wha tool, the place of the dead Dow 1ger Mothe
sher son was bom indusputably the heir and the mx
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declared hum Whill Yehonala crouched upon  stocl, “s“‘“i
wife caught the child and held him up before the Jadse: i
See Venerables she announced A male child =
health and strength o
And Yehonala half famtig Jooked up and saw ber
He lay 1n the midwife s hands he moved lus arms and k&
and open ng s mouth he cried aloud "
When n ght felt the soft spring mght the courtyard 0
side her hitle prvate palace was it by the Iight of lanter
set upon 1n altar of sacnfice From her bed Yehonla lmk'i
throuch the low latticed windovs upon the assernbly b
princes and 1dies and eunuchs 1 ho stood beyond the table
the candlel ght fickermg upon thew faces and upon the¥
many coloured robes of san_emb oidered 1n gold and sivef
1t was the hour of buth sacrifice to Heaven and the Emper®
stood before the altar to give thanks and to announce hss e
Upon the altar were three offerings the steamed head of &
mg white and hailess a steamed cock naked of fexthers €t
eept for 1ts head and tal and between p g and cock a bt

£ b struggling 1o a net of searlet silk

The nte v as difficult Yet none could make 1t except th
Son of Hewen hunself for this fish h d been taken alive fron
a lotus pond and 1t must be returned alive agun to that samt
water or the Heir would not hive to rench Ius manhood Nes
could the mperial father make histe or violate the solemn!
digmty of vhat he did lest Heaven be offended In decp,
silence he raised his arms i silence he knelt before Heaven
to whom be alone could make ober ance and he chanted b
prayers Exacily at the nyht mom nt he ended and sa €
the stil} Inang fish with both hands he give 1t to the Ch €,
Euntch who hastened to the pool and threw 1t i wartmg 19
seeaf st swam awav If 1t did not then the Hex would di 3
child He peered mto the water his lantern held lgh and
silence the Court wasted and the Emperor stood motwonless
before the altar

Tt e hght fell upon 2 flash of silver in the water

“The fish lives Majesty * the eunuch shouted

And upon these joyful words the assembly began to Tangh
and talk Firecrackers were It caged burds 1 all the paloces
were freed and rockets spriyed the sky with hight Whut
Yehonala leaned upon ber elbow the whole sky secned ©
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split before her eyes and from the center she saw floating
against the sparkling darkness a huge golden orchid 1ts petals
touched vath purple

Ladv this is 1n your honor! her serving woman cried

A'rorr rose up from the city when the peaple saw the sight
and Yehonala Jaughed and thre v herself upon her pillows
Ho v many times m her Wfe had she wished she + ere 2 man
but now how glad was she to be a woman! What man could
know such tmumph as hers that she had made a son for the
Emperor?

Is my cousn the Consort in the courtyard too?” she
asked

The old woman peered into the lights and shadows of the
courtvard I see her standing among her ladies  she repl ed

Gooutto her Yehonali commanded Inwite her to come
in Tell her I long to see her
e woman went out and approaching proudly she asked
the Consort to come to the beds de of her mustress
She looks upon the D agon Consort as her elder sister  the
woman said coaxn,

But Sakota shook her heid I rose from my bed to attend
the sacnifice ” she said, and to my bed I must teturn Indeed
Tam not well

e tummed a vay as she said this and leaning upo1 two
Tadies and led by 2 etnuch 1 1th 2 lantern she walked mto
the darkness of a round moon gate

All were surpnised at th s refusal and the woman vent back
to Yehonala to report Ladv the Consort will not come She
says she 1s 11l but T think she 1s not

“Then why did she not come?” Yehonala demanded

Who can tell how the heart of a Consort changes?” the
woman replied  She has a daughter The son 1s vours
Sakota 15 not so small in heart  Yehonala s sted and yet
while she spoke she remembered that her cousin held over
er head the dagper of that secret knov ledge

“Who knows the heart?” the woman replied and this time
Yehonala made no reply

e courtyard was empty now the Emperor and his
lowers gone ta thelr feasts Everywhe e tomight the , v
feasted and took time for joy From north to south from
’mf"est the doors of prisons were opened and all wit .




freed whatever had been their crme In aities nd wvillages
no shops were opened for seven days no beasts Lalled for
food no fish caught 1n niver or pond and 1f they were canght
already and stidl alve in tubs and vats 1 marketplaces then
they must be thrown back mto their waters Caged birds wers
loosed 1 homes as they had been m the palace and men
of rank who had been bamished could now retum and take
again therr titles and their lands And all this was done In
honor of the newbom

Yet 1n her bed Yehonala felt strangely lonely Salota had
not come %o see her or her son Sikota who wns always
gentle always kind What then? Eunuchs had been busy
bodies surely they had cared tales duubtless and they had
made Sakota think evil of her nowv that her son was bom
The upstut Grand Couneljor Su Shun or hus fnend Priwe
Yi the nephew of the Emperor these two might be the evil
on s for they were jealous of her Until she came Ia Lien
ying had told her it was they whom the Emperor trusted and
they were close to him until he drew her closer still by his
msat te love

In ver did them harm she thought and I have been more
courteous thin I needed to be

The Grand Councilor was haughty and ambitious thoug}
of low burth and y t she had taken his dughter Mer a young
gul of sixteen to be her own Court lady But Prince hung
must be her friend She remembered his lean handsome face
and she determmed to make and hold him as her ally Lymng
in the shelter of the great curtuned bed her son curled mte
the hollow of her nght arm  Yehonala pondered her destmy
and hus Thev were alone agamnst the world she and ber son,
‘The man she loved could never be her hushand Alone she¢
mught have escaped by death if not by Iife but now death tod
was no longer i her reach She had bome & son and he nd
onlv her to keep him safe amid the tangle of intngues withn
the palaces The times were evil the signs of Heaven por
tentous the Emperor was weak and only she could hold the
throne secure for her son

In that night and 1 many mights thereafter as many nights
deed as she was to Ine there came the small dark houss
when she faced her destiny with naked eyes and fnghteoed
heart knowing that only in herself was strenpth enou) J&‘
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meet the dawn acamn She must defy them enemies and
friends and even Sakota who knew her secret This chid

er son here m her arms must forever be the son of the
Emperor Hsien Feng No other name could she allow Son of
the Emperor and heir to the Dragon Thronel Thus she began
the long battle of her destmy



2
Tzu Hsi

For his first month by ancent tradiion her son wsd
her own Not even 1 the arms of a nurse could he be carrted
from his mother s palace Here m this cluster of rooms arount
the courtyard bright with peomes Yehonala spent the hours
of day and mght 1t was a month of joy and pleasure a month
when pampered and prased as the Cmperors Favonte she
was named Fortunate Mother All came o look at the child
and exclum uvpon his size his mddy color hus handsome face
bis strong hands and feet All came except Sakota and hert
was the one lack mn the young mothers joy The Consor
should have been the first to see the child and acknov ledg
him the Herr and she did not come She sent her excuse
that her own birth month by the stars was the enemy of thi
child s birth month How dare she then enter the palace whexn
be was sheltered?

Yehonala heard wathout reply She hid her anger m he
beart and there 1t grew for all the remainmg days of the birth
month But three days before the month was over she seo
the eunuch L1 Lien ying to Sakota with this message

“Since you Cousm have not come to wisit me 1 must com
to you to ask your favor and protection for my son for b
belongs to us both, accordng to law and tradibion ™

Nov 1t was true that the Consort ought to protect the Hel
as her own child for this was her duty but Yehonala st
feared that some secret fealousy or evil rumor fostered b
eunuchs and princes contending among themselves had
fed into Sakotas simpl heart Such quarrels mfested th
Forbidden City and when lesser courtiers made war the
sought also to divide the ones gbove them hapung that thes
too would take part in the endless struggle for power P
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ehonala 1n concern for her son determined that she \ ould
ot allow Salota to be divided from her She would compel
ier alliance were it niot given freely

Therefore on this day she prepared to leave her own palace
and g0 to Sakota Mean hile she made every safeguard for
the child She commanded L1 Lien ying to buy from the best
goldsmith 1n the ity a chain of small but strong gold links
and this chun hung about her sons neck and she faste: ed
the two ends together with a padlock of gold Its hey she
pot on a fine gold chan around her o m neck next to her
flesh and she did not take 1t off dav or mght Though her
son wa thus chamned to Earth by svmbol yet 1t was not
enough She must offer the child as an adopted son by svm
bol to other powerful famil es i her clan Yet \ hat friends
had she? She thought and she pondered and she devised this
plan From the head of each of the highest one hundred fam

es 1 the Emprre she required a bolt of the finest sk From
the silks she commanded the palace taiors to cut one hun
dred small preces and from these make a robe for he child
Thus he belonged by symbol to one hundred strong and
noble families and under the shelter the gods v ould fear to
arm hum  For it 1s well knowr that gods are jealous of beau
tful male children born of human women and thev send
davm disease and accident to de trov uch mf nts before they
grow mto godlike men

On the third day before the end of her ons first moon
month Yehonala went to Sakotas palace Ste ore a new
robe of impenal yello v satin emb oidered in small fo _ers of
Pomegranate red and on her head a teaddress of black satn
be ded \ sth pewrls Her face as fi st sashed ith melted

utton fat and then wath perfum d vater and after d
po dered and panted He fne eyebrows \ ere dravn  th
2 brush dipped m ol d mh Her mouth al vavs lo ely was
punted a smooth red and this mouth betr ved her varm
heart for 1t + us full and tender Upon her hands she wore
Jeweled 11 gs and one thumb ring of sold | de nd to guard
her long polished nails she wo e shields of thm beaten gold
set with small gems From her ears h ng eamrings of 3 de and
pearls Her hgh sole1 shoes and headdr ss made her seem
taller th n she was Vhen she as attwed even her 1
,'cl.lpped their hands to see her beauty
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She took her son 1n her arms then he m scarlet satin fl'ms
head to foot embroidered with small dragons of gold an
with him she sat m her palanquin and they were borne,
smother and son to the Consort s palace the eunuchs walking
ahead to announce the amval and the laches followmg Whet
they came to thexr destination Yehonala came down from tht
palanquin and stepped over the threshold There m the re-
ception hall she saw Sakota Pale and yellow Sakota always
was_and now more than ever for she had not recovered from
the burth of her daughter Her skin was withered and her little
hands were shrunken mto such that an nvalid child might
own

Before this small tumid creature Yehonala stood strong and
handsome as a young cedar tree

“I come to you, Cousmn ” she said after greetmg I come
on behalf of our son True I gave him birth but your duty
Cousin 15 even greater to lum than my own for 1s not hit
father the Son of Heaven who 1s your lord before he 1s mmef
T ask your protection for our son

Sakota rose from her chair and she stood half bowed cling
1mg to its arms “Sit down Cousmn she said 1n her plamtive
vorce It s the fiest time you have walked outside your owt
courts for a month Sit down and rest™

I will not rest until 1 have your promse for our son
Yehonala sad

She continued to stand as she spoke and she looked stead
fastly at Sakota, while she made her black eyes blacker stil
their pupils swelling and glowing

Sakota sank back mto the charr “But—but why?” she stam
mered Why do you speak to me soP Are we not kinP Is no
the Emperor our mutual lord?” -

It is for our son that I ask your favor ” Yehonala sald  am
never for myself I have no need of anyone Yet I must b
sure that you are for our son and not agamnst hum ”

Each lady knew what the other meant In the division 0
continuing mtrigue among the princes and the eunuchs Yeho
nala was saying she must be certamn that Sakota would no
accept the leadership of those who might plot to destroy th
Heir and set another upon the Dragon Throne By her silenc
Sakota announced that there was such intngue and that shi
did not wish to give her promise -
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Yehaonala utepped forward  hile she gave her son to a lady
to hold for her Give me vour hands Cousm  Her voice was
smooth and resolute Promise me that none can divide us
‘We must live out our hives together here within these walle
Let us be friends and not enemies

She waited while Sakota hesitated wnd did not put out her
hands Then suddenly her great eves furtous Yehon 1a leaned
down 1nd grasped those two small soft hands and cr shed
them so fi rcely that the tears rushed to Sakotas ves So
Yehonala had used to do when they ve e children Whenever
Sakota had pouted and rebelled Yehonal: had crushed her
hands until they ached

I~I promise  Sakota said m a b oken voice

“And I promise  Yehonnla s 1d firmly

She put the two small hands on Sakotas satin lp agan
and she sww what all the ladies saw that the thin gold shiclds
of her nails had cnt 1ed stnpes wto the tender flesh and
Sakota put her hands together and let the tears of pam run
down her cteeks

But Yehonala sud no word of sorrov for vhat she had
done She bowed she waved aside the bo 1 of tea that a lady
offer d her

I'will not stay Cousn she said in her usual lovely vorce

I came fo this promse and now I h ve it It 1 mume so

long as mv Ife la ts and so long as my sons fe ! sts Nar
will I forget that I too have given mv own promise

W th surpassing pnde this proud woman let herev  circle
from one f ce to another Then she turned and s veeping her
golden robes abo t her she took back her son ind  ent away

‘That might _ hen she had seen her hId fed and sleepng
*in the arm of hus nurse she sent fo Li Lien ymg He wus
never far off from where he asandnov s hen he had come
she commanded him to bong to her the Chief Eunuch An
Teh hat

“Tell um I have a trouble that I brood upon she sad

So LiLinymg entand in an hour or tv o he brought the
Chief Eunuch 1 ho sad after preetng  Forpive me Vene
able for delav Iwas busy in the Emperor s bedchamber and
under his command

“You a e forgiven Yehonala sud She pomted her fo e
Iﬁnger at a chair upon which he was ta sit, and she sat
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17 her own thronelike chur by the long carved table set
agamst the mner wall of the room Her ladses she h d dis
missed and only Ly Lien ving and her woman remamed with

T
Lt Laen ving now made pretense wlso to withdraw but
Yehonilr b de hum stay
What 1 have to say 15 for both of vou for I must count
you t o as my left hand wnd my nght
She went on then to mquire of the mingies which her
Indies had vhispered mto her ears Is this true? she asked
of the Chief Eunu h  Are there those who plot to seize the
Throne from my son 1f—~ She paused for none who spoke
of the Emperor could st the « ord death
Ladv all 1s true  The Chief Eunuch nodded his hand
some he vv head
Sav on ” she commanded
Veierible vou must Ano  he sald obeving  that no
one among t} e mighty clans believed that the Emperor could
beget a sound son When the Consort gave birth to 2 sickly
w1l certun of the princes taok heart and they plotted ho v
the moment that the Emperor departed for the Yellow
ags they would steal the impenal seal Alis—alas~ agun
1e shook his head we may not expect a long reygn The
7 Emperor 1 voung m yeus but the Dowager Mother loved
fum too well He fed on sveets hen he was a child and
vhen he had puns in his belly she ord red opum for lam
Before he was h elve years of age he was debwiched by
eunuchs and by sisteen he was exhausted by women Let me
spetk the truth
Here the Chief Lunuch put his large smooth hands on his
knees and he mude his voice so low that Ls Lien ying had to
lean to her 1t
In visdom the Chief Eunuch said his wide face solemn
“we must now count our friends and enemies
Yehonalr sat without moving while he spoke It was her
grace that she could sit for hours motionless and at ease @
u?rrml ¢ imperial figure She looked at him now vithout a sign
of fear
“Who are our enemies  she 1sked
Furst the Grand Councilor Su Sfhun  the Chief Eunuch
whispered .
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“Hel she exclaimed “And I have tiken his daughter as
| my court lady and my favonte!

Even he  the Chief Eunuch said gravely and with hun
the Emperor s own nephew Prince Y1 and after hum Prmee
Cheng These three Venerable are your first enemies be-
cause you have given us an heir

She bowed her head The danger was as great as she had
mmagmed These were miphty princes related by blood and
clan to the Emperor humself And she was but 2~ oman

She 1 fted her head proudly And vho are my friends?

The Chief Eunuch cleared hus throat Above all others
Venerable Prince hung the younger brother of the Son of
Heaven™

“Is he indeed my friend? she exclumed “Then he 1s worth
all the rest  She was still so young that anv hope was hope
enough and the red blood ran to b 1 cheeks

+_ When Prince kung saw you the Chief Euich declared
“be said to a clansman stands g n e who told me that vou
Were a woman so clever and so beautiful that erther you
wauld bring 3,00d fortune to the realm or you would destroy
the Dragon Throne

These words Yehonala recesved mte h r tho ightful mmd
She pondercd them and for a space of time she s t entirely
sient Then she drew her bre th u a lng sigh

1 am to brmg good fortune I must h ve my weapons
she smd

“True Venerable ™ the Chi £ E michreph d and vaited

“My first  eapon she contmu d must be the power of
ranh,

“True Venerible the Chief Eunu hsadag mand  ted

“Retum to the Empero  Yehonala commwnded  Put 1 to
hts muind that tte Hesr 1s ;n d ng  Put mto lis mmnd that
only I ean  otect our ¢t 1d Put mto his mind that he must
Taise My rank to equ 1 th t of the Con ort, so th t she cannot
ave pover over the Her or be used by those who rave
such powe

The Chief Eumuch smiled at such clevemess and La Lien
¥ing laughed craching his finger jomnts one after the other to
show hus pl asure

Lady  the Chief Eunuch sad I will put 3t =
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peror s mund that he so reward vou on the Hewrs first maa
Lithd v What day could be more ausproious?

None  she agre

She looked mto bis small black eyes set deep benenth hus
Iugh smooth forehead md suddenly her own face Aol
and s led and her great eyes shone with musclu £ tmurth and
trumph

The first month of her son's Iife was completed The moon
Yad been full when to wa borm 3 4 1t was full agaw Certam
dangers were pas ed the danger of the ten day madness
whereby 1:f1nts die Lefore ten divs are spent the dander of
fiut whereby the bo veds of an i font run out bhe watey ihe
dany, £ of contimual v mting the danger of cough and
and fever At tte end of this £rst mor th the Hew was fat nd
healthy his will already impenious and us hunger con tut
so that his wetaurse must be r ady day and might for tus de-
mand This vetaurse Yehon 11 hid cho en herself 4 strong
voung country housewsfe a Chmese \ hose child was also
first son and whose milk therefo e vas suited to the royal

wrsliyg, But Sehonala had wot been cotent to Fave the

ourt physicians judge the  oman sound and heaithy No
she must herself examire the womans bodv and taste the
sweetness of her mik and smell her breath to discover anv
taurt of sourness w1t Ard she herself prescribed the wom
ans dit t wd sa s to st that she vas served anly the best and
nchest foods Upon such milk the princelng, throve bike any
peismts chuld

On this first moon birthday of kus hetr then the Emperor
hind decreed that fensts must be held throughout the nation
Here in the Forbidden City the day was to be given over
enbire to feast 1% and 10 mame and when he sent A1y Chiel
Eunuch ta mqure of Yetonala what she would e for ter
o vn pleasire on this ausprcsons day she put her prvate crav
ing wnto words

1 da long to see a good plav  she tald An Teh}ar Nt
swice [ came to It ¢ beneth these golden toofs hue I scen
aplav Tte Dawager Mother did not ke actars and I dared
not sk« hile she hned and i the months of mowrr i for
h t ( could not ask But now—~will the Son of Heaven fuduly¢
me
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An Teh har could not but smile at the sight of her face
flushed and ardent as a childs the great eyes hopeful

“The Son of Heaven will refuse you nothing now lady
he told her and he blinked and nodded his head many times
to sigmify that she would ndeed rece ve reward far hger
than a play Then forthwith he hastened off to do her dding

Thus 1t came about that on the day of feasting Yehonala
had her Jesser desire too while she warted for the greater
the pleasure of a play as well as her mcrease m rank But first
the gmits must be presented and received For these nites the
Emperor chose the throne room named the Palace of Surpass
g Brightness Here at dawn there ated men f om all parts
of the realm and among them eunuchs passed to and f o to
tend the huge lantems swingmg from the beams whereon
were painted the impenal five cla ed drigons These Janterns
were made of hom and they g ve forth such a light that fall

- Ing on the robes of eunuchs and of guests 1t p cked out the
gold embroidenes and the encrust d jewels of the throne
Every hue and color glowed at once the crumson and the
purple deep and strong_the scarlet and the brght blue ac
centne and gold and silver gl tter ng for sharpness

In silence all wated for the coming of the Son of Hea en
and when dawn broke across the shy the mpen 1 proces on
appeared 1ts banners streaming m the morn ng bre ze and
carried by the guardsmen m therr sca let tun cs Ne t came
the princes then the eunuchs marching slosly two by twe
1 robes of purple belted vth gold In thew midst t elve
bearers bore the sacred yellow dragon palanqumn m which
sat the Son of Heaven umself Withmn the Throne Hall all
fell upon their knees and knocked thew heads nn times
‘upon the floor and shouted out their g ¢ ting ‘Ten thousand
years—ten t} ousand years—ten thousand years!

The Emperor came down from his palanquin and with b s
nght hand upen his brothe s arm and his left upon the arm
of the G and Councilor Su Shun he mounted the golden
throne The e seated m precise digaity his hands p lms
down wpon his knees he recemed in order the p inces and

e mimsters who presented impenal gifts for the He Th r
hands did not touch the g fts for these vere placed on trays
and sl er plates and brought by bea ers but Prince k

l‘read the lists of gifts and whence they came from what
”e



inces what parts and eities what country regions and ‘2:!
Chief Eunuch An Tch hu v ith brush and book mak
do v the name of the giver and what the gift wis wnd haw
rmuch v s 115 vorth and that he might set the value hugh the
gwers had earbier bnbed him with secret gifts of goods and
money

No v a screen stood behind the throne as usual a mighty
stretch of scented vood most cunmingly carved vith five
cla ved dragais wnd behmd 1t Yehonala and the Consort $at
vith th ar lidies When 1l the gifts had been accepted the
Emp ror s mmoned Yehonala to recewe, his own reward The
Chief Eunt ch brought the ummons and he led her from her
plice and she approiched the Dragon Throne She stood there
for one mstwmt talt nd strmpht ber head hgh looking
nesther to the nght nor | ft Then slowly m obemance she
sank to her knees and lard her hands one on the other upon
the tled floor and put her forehe 1 on her crossed hand

Abo e her the Emperor v atted nd now he began to speak
Idoths d v dec ce that the mother of the Impennl Her
here kneeling 1s to be r 1sed to r nk of Consort equal 1 all
aavs to the present Co ort That there be no confusion the
present Consort sh 1l be known as Tzu An the Empress of
the Exst m P1l ce and the Fort nate Mother shall be known
as Tzx H1 the Empress of the Western Palace This 1s my
will It shall be declared across the realm that 1t may be
kno vn to all peaple

These ords 1 honalh heard nd her blood rin strong and
jorvful to her he t Who cotld hum her no v? She had been
hfted up wd by the Empero  hand Three times and three
times and vet three times more she touched her forehead to
her hands Then mismg to her fect she stood until the Chef
Eunuch put out hus nght wm 1nd lenng on it she returned
agun to her pl ce hehind the Dragon Screen But + hen she
was seated she did not turn her head to look at Sakata not
did Sakotr speak

While Yehonal1 hid staod before the Dragon Throne the
vast multityde i the Banquet Hall was silent Not one voce
spoke except the Emperors and not one hand stirred And
from that dav she was no longer called Yehonal1 Tzu Hsh
the Siered Mother was her impenal name

That sarme night Tzu Hs1 vas summoned to the Empecor.,
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For thre months she had received no summons the two
months hefore her son's burth and the one month since But
now the tme was come She 1 elcomed the call for 1t was
proof that the impenal favor still was hers not onby for her
sons sake but for her own Well enough she kne thit m
these months the Emperor had made use of on concubine
and another and exch had hoped that she could d spl e her
who was most fivared Tomight + ould tell her whether any
had succeeded and eagerly sl e m de herself ready to follo v
the Chief Eunuch who waited in the entrance of her pal ce
Ah but now how hard 1t wis to leave! The childs bed
stood by her bed His own oom hid been prepar d for hun
before hus birth but she had not ! t hm go from her even
for a might nor yet toight Readv and ob d mn soft pmk
satm jew led and perfumed she could not force herself « v
from the boy who slept replete with human milk upor the
siken mattress Two women sat besd Inm one the et
nurse and the other her o vn woman
You are not to Jeave hum fo one breath of time she
wamed them If when I return though it be tda n mmi
you if he 1s hurt or weeping o if  pot of red 1s anv: here
upon his flesh 1 will have you b thb ten and sfhe sh rmed
at all your h ads will be the pr e
Both women stared to see he look so fiercelv at them the
wetnurse awed and the v oman wm zed at the courte us mus
tress she thought she knew
Smce the Empress of th We temn Palac h s bome the
child  hesudmn amild vor e sh has become a tgr ss Be
sure Venerable that ve 1l gurd hm better ev n thar you
tell us how to do
But Tzu Hsi had more commands  And Li Lien ying must
sit outside and my ladies must not s1 ep soundly
Jtsh Nall be so  the woman promis
Still Tzu Ha: could not ga v v She lean d above her sleep-
mg child and saw hus rosy face the pouting hips soft and red
the eyes full and large the ears clo e to the h ad and s t ow
the lobes long and these were all signs of high intelligence
Whence d d b r child rece ve his beﬁut%? u}jers aln s rely
was not enough fer this perf cton His father—
e beak S Bunis & and seached for s band § + hus
nght hand and then lus left and gently pressing ope
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curling fingers she smelled the soft baby palms as mothers .
do Oh what 1 trersute no  was hers!

\ enerable!

She hewd An Tehhus voice Lumbliig from the outer
room The Chief Eunuch grew impatient not for his own
sike but for her o n She knew by now that he s as her adly -
1n the secret palace A v and he must heed tam well She
staved then onlv to perform one more task From her dress
ing table she chose & o gifts a ring of gold and a thin brace
let set 1th seed pearls These gifts she gave the two women
the ning to her o\ n woman md the bracelet to the v etnurse
and thus she bribed them to their duty Then she hastened
out and there as L1 Len viig her eunuch waiting with An
Teh har To her eunuch she guve a piece of gold without
word he knew what 1t meant and vhile he went with An
Teh hat he staved behind to guard her son

Ins de the bosom of her robe st e held gold in a packet for
the Chief Eunuch too but she ould not gt e 1t to lum until
she saw how the Emperor recerved her Did the night go well
then he 1 ould have by prze And the Chief Eunuch under
stood this and he led her by the  ell known narrow ways to
the impenal center of the Forb dden City

Come here to me the Emperor sad

She stood ¢ the threshold of his vast chamber that he
might see her mn all her st ong beauty Upon his command
<he walked slowly toward lum s vaving as she went 1 ith that
grace she kne v so well how to use She was not humble but
she feigned shvness 1nd assumed 1 sweet cayness which was
half real and half pretended For it was this woman's power
that she could be almost what she feigned and planned to be
and so she became nearlv what she ould be at any moment
and 1 anv place Ste was not decerving for she deceved *
herself as much as the p rson before whom she appeared

Thus now when she approached the imperial bed 2s de
and long as a room ms de the yellow curtains and the net of
gold she felt sudden pity The man who wasted for her here
was surely doomed for death Young as he was he had spent
hs force too soon

She hastened the last few steps to him  Ah ™ she end,
you are 1ll and no one told me my Lord of Heaven!

78



3
fLIndeed by the Light of the great cwndles m therr golden
| *tand he Jooked 5o wan hus yellow shin stretched Hightly
( scross the fine sall bones of his face and frame that he
seemed a living skeleton propped there agamst the yellow
hsatw pillo vs His two hands palms upward lay Lfeless on
( the quilt, She sat down on the bed and put out her warm
strong hands and felt tus dry and cold
Have you pun? she ashed anxiously
0 pain ” he said “A weakness—
But thi. hand  she msisted She took up hus left hand It
feels different from the other—~colder more shiff
I annot use 1t as once Tdid  he sad unwallingly
She put back hus steeve and saw hus bare arnr thm an
yéllow as old tvory beneath the satw robes
she moaned “ah why was I not told?”
What 15 there to tell” he smd  Except 1 have a slow
creeping cold ress on this side
He pull d bus hand away Come he sud  come wto mv
bed None of them has been enough Only you -only vou~
She saw the ofd hot | ght come creeping back mto s
sunken eyes and she made ready to obey And vet as the
dark hours passed to m Jmght and then bevond she felt a
sadness she had never kno va before Deep deep tas the woe
in this poor man who was the Emperor of a mightv realm,
The chull of death had struck his n vard hfe and he s man
7o more As helpless as any eunuch he strove to do hus part
a7 could not !
Help e he besought her agan and vet agan  Help
wme=help me lest I die of this dreadful hext un 1\ N
But she could not help hin Wh n she saw that even s! g
was helpless she rose from the bed and sat by bis P“]"n{-‘"
to0x hum 1 her arms as though he v ere a child wnd Uke 4
lld he sobbed upon her breast knowine thaty b th E";:
hus chref joy could never be gain Though he v a5 vou ngnm
years indeed hus third decade not vet come he ‘M "‘“d e
man m body \ eahened by his ovm lusts Too €1 ‘yd :hcrn
!y1 Ided to Ius desires too often had the e\muhchtl fed them
t00 humbly had tha Court physictans whipped his Yard only
agun with he bs and medi ines He was exhausted a
death remaned

certunty overwhelmed the woman as she lel
kit
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man to her breast She soothed hum with pleisant wurg dshe
seemed 5o calm so strong that he was at lst persua 1

You are weary she smd you are beset by \‘fﬁ’i;m
know our many foes and how the Westemn men with
ships and armues do threaten vs While I have been hvmdg ny
womans life such troubles hide mside vour mind an b‘“l:
your strength While 1 have bome my son_you have 1”‘&
beneath the burdens of the state Let me help you m¥ ;:f ]
Throw half your busden upon me Let me always sit behmn
the screen m the Throne Hall at dawn and lsten to you!
mynsters 1 can hear the mner meaning of their plamts ax
when they are gone I will tell you what I think but kavng
ell decision to my lord as 1s my duty

From unsaisfied desire she wooed hwm thus away fro®
Tove and to the affairs of the nation the threats of enemies
and the strengthening of the Throne itself now that he b
his Hewr And she saw how weary was this man with all hx;
burdens for he gave great sighs and then he lifted humsel
from her bosom and leaned aganst the pillow agun o
holding her hand with his own hand he tred to tell her b
perplesities

“There 15 no end to my troubles he complamed In th
days of my for fathers t e enemy came ah ays from the nort
and the Great Wall stopped them men and horses But no'
the wall s u eless to us These white men s varm up from th
sews—Englst men and Frenchmen Dutch and Germans an
Belgans It I vou T do not know ho many nation ther
are bevond the border mountams of kun Lun! They mak
war v ath us to sell therr opium and they are never satisfied
Now the Americans are here too Where d d they come from
‘Wherc is Amenca? 1 hear sts people are somewhat bette
than the others y t when I yield to those others the Amer
1cns demnd the syme benefits This 15 the year when the
wish to senew therr treaty with us But 1 do not wish to 1¢
new anv treaty with white men

“Then do not renew 1 Tzu Hsl sud mmpetnously “Wh
sh;mld you do that which you would not? Bid your munstel
refuse ™

“The white men s weapons are very fearful he moaned

“Delay—delay " she sud Do not answer thewr plesding:
jgnore thewr messages refuse to recewve thew envoys
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gives us time They will not attack us so long as there 1s hape
(h:£ we wul renew the treaty Therefore do not say yes or
no

The Emperor was struck with such wisdom  You are worth
tore to me than any man” he declared ev n than my

brother It 15 he vho plagues me to recene the « hite men
and make new treaties with them He tries to frighten me by
telling me about thetr big ships and the long cannon Negott
ate he says—

Tzu Hst laughed Do not allow yourself to be fr yhtened
my lord even by ¥rince hung The sea 1s verv far from here
and can there be a cannon long enough to reach s high as
our city walls?”

She believed what she saud and he wished to believe what
she said and his heart clung to her more than ever He fell
asleep at Tast upon his plows and she sat besid hun until

‘dawn Atthathou the Chief Eunuch cane to  aken the Em
peror because his misters waited for the usual ea lv audt
' ence When he came in Tzu Hs! rose to command hum while
the Emperaor still slept
y_ From this day on she sud I am to st belnd the
Dragon Sereen 1 the Throne Hall The Son of Heaven has
Fcommanded it”
4 An Tehhat bowed dowvn to the floc before ber and
‘»hNockad his head on the tles Venerable he exclaimed.
4 Now I am happy
4 From that dl;l;ynn ‘Tz Hsi rose m the da kness of the small
phours before day In the candl I ght her romen bathed her
#2nd put on her robes of state and she enter d her curtamed
sedan and L Lien ving  ent befor her vitt a lantem 1 hus
nd to the Throne Hall and she sat beh nd the g eat carved
scteen befo e which was the Dragon Throne und Lt Lien
4ymg was her guard He stood ne r her alw vs a dagger
rready m his hand

From this day too the Heir slept no more m lus mothers
bedchamber He was moved imto t1s ova palace and ge

#Chief Eunuch was made s servant and Prince Rung the
i brother of the Emp ror w s appomted his guard an

The cold came soon that year No ram had fallen m
2 ocks and slready by midsutumn the dry and bitter
Bl




Blow from the northwest scatterg therr burden of pale s
From the distant desert The city was clothed in the famt .
of the sand and the sun ghttered npon the roofs of the house:
where the sand dnfted nto the crevices of the eaves OnI{
the porcelun tiles of the roofs of the Forbidden City rov
blue and imperial vellow shed the sand and shone clear r
the white glare from the sky .

At noon vhile the sun still gave forth a mild heat olt
people  rapped m padded garments strred out of ther
houses and s t 1 sheltered corners between walls nd chl
dren ran mto the streets and plaved until the sweat streamet
down their brov m cheeks Yet vhen the sun went away agatt
at mghtfal] the drv  old congealed the blood of young and ok
alike Throughot t the mght the cold deepened until m thr
hours after midmight and before da vn 1t reached its depths
Those beggurs 1n the streets who had no shelter ran hithe
and thither to keep alive until the sun came up again
even \ 1Jd dogs could not sleep

In such 1 cold and silent hour and upon a day set by th
Board of Impernial Astronomers Tzn Hsi rose one day to tak
her usual plice i the Throne Hall Her faithfi 1 v oman slep
near her When the atchmans brass gong sounded thre
tumes th ee through the streets the woman got up from
pillet b d nd laid fresh charcoil on the brazmer and she
on the coal a Lettle of \ 1ter When it boiled she made
m a silver and earthen pot and pproaching the vast be
where Tzu Hs: slept she put aside the cirtuns and touche
her shotIder 1t needed but a touch for though Tzu Hst slep
well ste slept alnays lightly No  her great eyes opene
wide and av are and she sat up in bed

“I am « akened she sud

The oman poured the Infused tet into a bowl and |
sent~d 1t with both hands and Tzu Hsi drank it slowly
not too slowly gaugmg exactly the measure of the pass
time When she had drunk the bowl empty the woman too!
it again In the bathing room the water \ as already pourer
stexmung hot nto the porcelun tub Tzu Hsi rose her ever
movement sraceful and precise for grace and precision wen
her habit and in a few mmutes she was in her bath He
woman washed her gently and then dred her and put on he
garments for the impenal audience Her undergarments wert
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f perfumed silk and over these was a long robe of rose red
atm Lned wath northern sable and buttoned 4t the throat
nd over this again 2 robe of pale yellow gauze embroidercd
i *mall blue medaltions i phoenix design  Upon her feet
¥z2 Hat « ore hmed stockings of soft whate silk and over them
*er \anchu shoes set on high double heels 1 the muddie of
the soles Upon her head y hen her hair was dressed the
woman set 2 headdress made of figures and fowers of satin
<nd gems and veded with beds of fine small pe1 Is
| They moved 1 silence the woman silent because she was
weary and Tzu Hs: silent because her mmd was filled with
somber thoughts The tumes grew more grive Onlv yester
day w private audience Prince kung had sad to her  The
people of any nation do not care who their rulers are 1if there
be peace and order 1 the realm and i thev cw lwgh and
atend plays But of there be ro peace and order 15 disturbed
}f”"ﬂ the people blame therr rulers It 15 our mu fortune to
7l i these times Alas that my impersal brother is so £ eblel
‘Todnv netther white man nor Chmese rebel fears the Throne

If these white-shinned foregners had not come from

JL“Z;& the seas” Tzu Hsi sud  ve counld quell the Chimese
rebels

To this he agreed sadlv and thoughtfully Yet vh t shall
“e do? he mqured “Thev are here It 15 th fault of our
dymasty that our ancestors dd not understand o hund e
Years ago that Western foreyners are different men from all
otfers Our ancestors at frst vere charmed wath the cun
ning and thewr clover toys wnd clocks and thol g no ewl
they allowed them to visit us expectmg that m cout _they

ould then leave our shores We knov no that ¢ should

ve pushed them all into the sea from the verv fi st man
E‘ﬂf where one comes & hundred follow and none goe  way

9 ed th t the Vener
t 15 strange mdeed Tz Hs observe ot se nd rulng
of the men

‘S0 many de¢ des did not percewve the mati

#ble Ancestor Chien Lung so great and s
L ™ the West.”






she would not recognize Ah yes ah yes the gossip of the
»omen i the courts where there was httle to do except to
gossip had fluttered from mouth to ear ever smce the frst
moon feast of the Imperal Herr and she had canpht the
sEmor that Lady Mer had been soen to look. more than once
2t Jung, Lu, the handsome Chief of the Impenal Cuard and
kinsman of the Fortunate Mother Tzu Hst heard this as she
heard everything her mind always aware her eves seemg
her ears hearing whether she woke or slept Who could guess
all that she knew who made no confidante?
“Venerable please 1 want no husband Lady Me: now
™y ed her cheeks suddenly pmk
Tzu Hst pinched the pretty cheek. No hushand”
t me stay with you always Venerable the lady
Pleaded
Why not?” Tz Hsi replied “Th 1s not to szy vou shall
mot have a husband
dy Me1 went pale nd red and then pale gam Unl cky

e gaunt shape of Lt Lien ymg appeared befo e them
12 g2 and hudegus- the fight from the lantern i his hand fick
N0 upsard agamst his coarse features
bour grows late Venerable he sud xr bis high
eunuch s voice .
| Tou Hsl recalled herself “Ab yes and I m st see my son
Or 1t was her habit every mornmng to see he on before
showent to audienc  and she entered he sedan the curtams
£l and the six bearers | fted the pol s to thewr shor Iders and
r‘z\ﬂrcffted forwa d an swift hythm until they l;: x:; to the pal
#¢¢ of the Hewr her lady following m a smll sedan
| At the entrance to !}}:e Heirs private palace the bearers
$2¢dov thetr burden poles by habit and Tzu Hs descen 1e€s
her fady waiting, whle she hastened to ter on F nud :
Stood on guard and thev bowed as she pa sed o the roval
Jedchamber There thick 1 d candles of covs f t 1 rel
©ndlestics stood on a table and by the gutter ng hx:l:it she
53w her chuld He vas sleeping 1 1th his 3 etn wse ;\r}: s
Jmgered by h s hed of quilts laid upon the pl tlork\;n ofhe
L}i(mi He was pillowed on hus nurses arm s ¢
1 85



her naked breast Some tune m the mght he must
wakened and cned and the woman had suckled him and
had both fallen asleep

Tzu Hs: gazed down upon them with strange and
longing She 1t should have been who heard um weepmg
the night and she 1t should have been who suckled hum
then lay sleeping mn deep peace Ah when she chose I
destiny she did not think of such a price!

She forced her heart down agam The moment of cho®
was gone By lis very birth her son now confirmed her 6%
tmy She was mother not to a chld but to the Her of
Empure and to that day when he would be Emperor of fo.
hundred million subjects she must give her whole mi
Upon her alone rested the burden of the Manchu dynast
Hsien Feng was weak but her son must be strong She w
make hin strong To this end her whole Ife was direct
Even the long and pleasant hours of study in the palace ibrd
Jes were fewer now and few too the pamnting lessons Wi
Lady Miao Some day it might be that she would have b
to brush the pictures which her teacher Lady Miao had nevt
let her make but not yet

She was soon m her sedn again the curtams drawn agasr'
the wimds nsing before dawn the sight of her sleeping bab
warm 1a her heart She had been ambitious once to ma
herself an empress How mighty was her ambition now wk
must hold an empire for her son!

Through the shiftng curtuns of the sedan she could %
the Light of the eunuch s lantern flickering upon the cobblt
of the rord and by alleyway and courtyards she was carnit
wntil the Throne Hall was reached and there by a side
her sedan set down and the curtain Iifted Prince Kung
waiting to receive her

“Venerable you are late™ he exclarmed

*1 lingered too long with my son  she confessed

He looked hus reproach I hope Venerable that vou ¢
not wake the Herr It 1s necessary mdeed that he grow str
and full of health His resgn will be most arduous

“I did not wake hum ” she said with dignity No wa
passed more than these Prince Kung bowed and Jed the
by an wnner passage to the space behind the Drage
Here shielded by the immense screen carved deep
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bold design of dragons therr scales and five toed cla s gilded
and gleammg m the hight of the great Janterns that hung from
far up m the lofty pamted beams Tzu Hst took her seat. On
ber nght stood Lady Met, and on her left the eunuch Li Lien
rymg
Through the mterstices of the screen she saw now that the
wide terrace m front of the Audience Hall vast m shado s
was already filled vith princes and mmisters vho had come
ore midmght m therr springless fur I ned cart to brmg
petitions and memorals to the Emperor himself While thev
watted m the courtyard for hus arnval thev sepa ated them
sel es according to therr rank and stood 1n groups together
each group beneath 1ts own banmer of brght silk and dark
vehvet The darkness was stll mtense around a d above but
the terrace s as kit by the S8amm Janterns m the lo ver co rt
yard There at the four corners stood bronze eleph nts filled
? #ath oil and this ol fed the torches wh ch the eleph nts held
m therr uplifted trunks and the fi e leapmg toward the skv
cast a flerce and restless hight upon the scene
In the Aud ence Hall stself a hundred eunuchs mo ed to
and fro mending the huge hom lantems arr nging thewr
vivid and jeweled robes + hispermg now and then as they
waited. No yorce spoke aloud A strange silence brooded over
all and a5 the hour fixed by the Board of Astrolocers accord
mg to the stars d ew near ths s lence deepened mto some
thing lile & trance None mo ed W ce suff nd g e all
€yes gazmg strarght ahead I the last moment before da
oke a couner blev his brass trump t Joudl and this s
23sim The Emperor had left bus p lnce and h s impenal p :
OSSN vas on ts way mowv € lo ; thro gh the bmd
fower throne halls passmg th o1 gh one great entrance an
another into the higher halls to amve at the ex ct hour of
wn
Now the couners cred out together Behold the Lord of
Ten Thousand Years! h
At this cry the mpenal p ocess an appe red at the ¢n
trance to the lower coutvard Banners of gold _aved . the
mormng wind as the courters mar hed onwa d Bl d tden:
ame the Tmpenal Guard m tun es of red and sa;i and a
their head Jung Lu walked alone Behmnd themm ar T
yellow uniform one hundred m number carned the =
v d



ors palanqum of heavy gold and it m tumn was followed by
the Bannermen

Every man and every eunuch fell down upon his knees and
shouted the sacred greeting Ten Thousand Yeass—Ten
Thousand Years! Each bowed his face upon his folded hands
as he knelt _and thus remuned while the bearers carried the
impenal sedan up the marble steps to the Dragon Terrace
before the Audience Hall There the Emperor descended
wrapped 1 his robes of gold embroidered with dragons and
passing between the red and gold pillars he walked slowly to
the dais He mounted 1ts few steps and seated himself vpon
the Dragon Throne his thin hands outspread upon his knees
his eyes fixed ahead

Silence fell agan The kneelmg multitude therr heads
bowed upon their hands did not move while Prince hung
took his place on the nght of the Throne and stwnding he
read aloud the names of princes and mmisters m the order of *
theyr rank end the time at which each should appesr The
audience had begun

Tzu Hsl, belind the screen leaned forward that she might
not lose one word of what was said Thus leanmg she saw
only the head and shoulders of the Emperor above the low
back of the throne upon which he sat This man whose front
appetrance was so pale and haughty was now betrayed Be-
neath the mpena! tasseled hat his nape showed thm and yel
low the neck of a mckly youth and not of a man and this
neck sat between two lean and narrow shoulders stoopmng
beneath the nich robes Tzu Hsi saw him with mixed pity and
repulsion her mind s eye following those thin shoulders to the |
thin and sickly body And how could she keep her swaft eyes !
from reactung beyond the Throne? There Jung Lu stood in
the full strength of his youth and manhood Yet they « ere gs .
separate she from kum as north 1s from the south Ah but |
the hour had not yet come when she could raise ham up! Nor
could he so much as put out his hand to her Hers must be |
the hand to move but when would be the instant 1nd the |
chance? Not and this she knew until she was strong enough -
in power to make all men fear her She must first be 5o high
that none would dare accuse her or soil her ntme And sud |
denly guided by some instinct she would not acknowledgt.
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ber eves shid sidewrse toward Lady Mer There the girl stood
her face pressed upon the screen stanng at—
“Stand back! She seized Ladv Me1 by the wrist and pulled
‘lln:;edmsmg her wnst suddenly and cruelly before she
.

The lady turned her head m fright, and her eyes met those
eyes great and black and fiesce with anger

Tzu Har did not speak again but she let her eyes burn on
wtll the gl could not bear it Her head drooped and the
tears ran down her cheeks and only then did Tzu Hsi tum
het eyes avay But her will rose hard wathin her agamst her
self She v ould not Jet ker heart beguile her mnd Ths was
the hour of learnmg how to rule She would not yeam for
love

At this same moment Yeh the Viceroy of the h ang prov
mees was before the Throne He had come by boat and by

! harseback from the south where he was the appomnted gov

ernor of those provinces Now kneeling_he read loud from a
scroll which he held m both hands He had a high level vaice
0t strong but prercing and since he was a famous scholar
be had wntten tus wo ds mn thythms of four n the anc ent
elass o style Only the learned could unde stand vhat he said
and Tru Ha hersclf listenmg with close care could not b e
comprehended except that she had so dil gentlv spent h;r
tme m studving ancient books He ntell gence enl ghten
the words and she guessed _hat she d d not know,

Here was the purport The traders from th “esth vere
Pressing agam m the south led by the wh te Englishmen

Throne Yet from such small matters m
been fought and lot and he appowted by the So o
Heaven could not nsk the danger. of yet anv}t] e::\v:ﬂ s
ever the wh te men d @ not get the w y he

“Th re was no eason g ith
ately they th eazeneg;b;l‘im ind umervilized Yet the trou

The Emperor murmur d something and Prine Rung spoke
o ' of Heaven inquires the meaamg of the

“The Sor
+flag ™ e sud m a Joud elear 8; ce.



“A flag Most High the Viceroy rephed not hitng his
eyes 15 only a banner ™

The Emperor murmured agam and agam Prince Kung
repeated what he said in the same loud clear voice N

“Why should the Englishmen be angry over what 15 nothing
more after all than a piece of cloth and therefore easily
replaced?

“Most High the Viceroy explamed still not hftmng his
eyes the English are a superstitious people They are not
men of learing and so they attach mage qualities to an ob-
long cloth, designed m colors of red white and blue Itis 2
symbol for them sacred to some god they worship They will
not tolerate lack of reverence for this prece of cloth Wherevet
they place 1t st designates possession In this case 1t was at
tached to 2 pole on the rear of a small trading vessel carry
ing Chinese pirates Now these Chmese prates have been the
curse of generations past m our southern provinces They
sleep by day and by might they attack vessels at anchor and
even coastal villages The captain of this small boat had paid
a sum of money to the Englishmen to allow them the flag

mkmg that I the Viceroy would then not dare to command
them to cease therr evil trade But I the Viceroy unworthy
servant of the Most High did not fear I arrested the vesse.
and put the captain i chuns Then I commanded the flag t
be talen down When the Enghshman John Bowrng the
Commissioner of Trade for the British in Canton hetrd ©
this he declared that I had insulted the sacred symbol ant
he demanded that T apologize on behalf of the Throne ™

Horror rushed over the entire assembly Esen the Empero
was aroused

The Emperor sat up 1n hus Throne and spoke for hunselt
“Apologize? For what?”

Most High,” the Vrceroy said “those were my words

Stand ” the Emperor commanded.

Stand the Dragon Emperor commands yon ” Prince hung
repeated It was unusual but the Viceroy obeyed. He wnas 8
tall aging man_ a native of the northemn provinces and o Chi-
nese but loyal s all scholars were to the Manchu Throne
smee the Throne favored Chinese scholars and when they kxd J
passed the imperial wath honor employed them
as admmnstrators of government. Thus were the interests of-
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such Chmese cemented to the dynasty in rule and so it had
been for many centunes

Did you apologrze?” the Emperor asked agun speakmg
not through hus brother but directly to sigmfy his deep con
cem

The Viceroy replied Most High how could 1 wpologze
shen I however lovly am the appomted of the Dragon
Throne® 1 sent the prrate captain and his crew to apolopize
to the Engl shmen Yet thrs d d not satisfy that haughty and
fgnorant Bowrmg He sent the Chinese back to me declaring
that 1t was I and not they whom he wanted Whereupon 1n
extreme vexation I had them alt beheaded for causing con

10m.

Did this not satisfy the Englhshman Bowrmg? the Em
Peror inquure:

Tt did not Most High the Viceroy replied Nothmg will
satisfy him  He wishes trouble so that he may have an ex
cuse to make another war and se ze still more of our land and
our treasure This Bowning enlarges every cause fo quar el
Thus although 1t 15 agunst the la  to brng opum from
India across our borders he encourages smugglng s ymg
that a5 long as anv Chinese t ader smuggles Enclishmen and
India1s and even Americans may be aliowed to stnuggle the
vile weed to demoralize and weahen our people Mo e than
that guns also are now be ng smuggled m to sell to the south
em Chinese rebels and when the white nen from Portugal
Y dnapped Chinese for the cool ¢ trade Bowrms declared
that he would uphold the Portug ese Moreover he cont nues
10 most that the Enghsh are not » tisfied w th the 1nd ve
have allo ed them to bu Id therr houses upon No \(us;
Migh now they ms t these Engl shmen that the gates ¢
Canton tself must be opened to them and to ehe‘ rf Y;‘ 1es
50 that they may walk upon ou str ets and ngde :, }?‘;;
peaple the wh te males g 21 g at our woren an tfe‘;
femyles + ho b ve no modesty con ing and gomg asf ey =
the mnles And what 15 gr nted to one hte mhe wast be
demanded by =11 the others as they have donehm the pes
this mot to de troy our tradit ons and corrugé t"e people?

The Emperor agreed (\‘VS:’ c:mnfo; :‘!Ls‘;?! d allow s ang

ntries the freedom o
):-m?{z:}tm;hc;: I did forbid étl but I fear the Englsh



make whatever T forbid an excuse for yet another war aod,
small man that T am 1 cannot take responsibility

This 1 what Tzu Hs: heard belund the screen and she
longed to cry out agamst the nterlopers But she was 8
‘woman and must keep silence -

The Emperar spoke Have you yourself represented our
opimon to this Bownng Enghshman?

He was now so roused that he raised hus voice to a feeble
shout and this alarmed the Viceroy for he had never he
the unpenal vaice rassed before and he turned his head to-
ward Prince Kung not hfting his face to the Throne

Most High he smd I cannot receive Bowrng because
he msists that he be allowed fo call upon me as an equal
Yet how can he be my equal when I am the appomted of the
Dragon Throne? This would be to msult the Throne itself
I have rephed that I will only receive hum as I do others
from tmbutary states He must approach me on his knees as
they do This he will not

“You are correct the Emperor sald with puny anger

Thus encouraged the Viceroy proceeded to further revela
ton  Moreover O Most High, this Bowrmg insists that I

the people of Canton to prmt wall papers denouncmg
e vhite strangers These papers Most High the Chinese
paste upon the walls of the aity and upon the ity gates and
Bownng 15 angry because they call hus tribe barbarian and be-
cause they demand that all mvaders leave our shores

‘They are nght * the Emperor exelaimed

“Entizely nght Most High  the Viceroy agreed  And how
can 1 forbid the people? It has been their ancient prvilege
and custom to say what they think and to make known their
wishes to therr rulers by public protest Am I now to say that
the people may not speak? Is this not to invite fresh rebel
lion? They were cowed last year when I ordered the provin
cial armies to kall all rebels At that time eghty thousand
rebels were Julled as I reported to the Dragon Throne but
if one rebel is left alive ten thousand spring up like weeds
Is it not to put power mto the hands of Chinese rebels who
continually thmk that they should be ruled by Chinese and
not by Manchus?”

His pomt struck home The Emperor raised his right hand
to kus mouth that he might hide the trembling of hs hips Hc}
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feared the Chmese he ruled even more than the white men
+ ho pressed upon ham  His voice fded
‘m(dlerlmly the people must not be restramed ” he mut

3 Instantlv Prince Rung took up the words and repeated
them as was hus duty Certamly the people must not be
restramed,  he said m his loud clear voice Over the hneel
mg multitude of mmisters and princes approval ro e mn 2
subdued roar

I will send down my command tomorro v the Emperor
said to the Viceroy when silence had fallen agun

The Viceroy bowed his head nine tunes to the Hoor and
5’5:} \?;y to the next mmnister But all knew why the Emp-ror

» That night when she was summoned T u Hsi knev  hat
#h must say All day she b d remuned alone and i thouht
#nd she did not even send for her son Herstngele s 1th
ber own anger Could she h e vielded to her anger she
would have the Emperor send hs arm es to att ch the for
etgners and force them from the shores of Chma to the last
20d voungest child never to return Bit he hour s as not
3¢t She understood  ell that she must first rule herself of
she would rule others fo had she not ead in the Analects
those very wo dsP When a nle s conduct s correct hus
Bovernment 15 effective without 1ssumg orders If bis personal
©0 duct be not correct he m y issue o ders but they wi
Tot be followed ” And if such o ds vee true fo 2 mnli

er ho v much were they tru for one ho 1s 2 dm{;::n
How doubly gorous must she bel Ah that she ha

MM 2 manl She vould hers If have led the Impenal Armies
against the mnvaders What sins had she comm tted 1n some

strong mon were vanted? She b ooded upon the etemal
Qestion sending mind and memory far back it
est bemg She could not pierce beyond

d and womans
mans mind m a womans body Mans mun
body she  ould combume to o at musthbe d};me
That mght when the Emperor recexvcdd e o e
S0 fnghtened for His Fabity 1 lust, & desix
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because his body could no more obey his mnd He receved
her eagerly and i s eagemess she read his fear Wiile he
eld her night hand 1n both his hands he caressed her palm,
and asked her the question that he had waited to put to her

“What shall we do with this Bowrmg Englishman? Does be”
not deserve to die?”

He does™ she sud gently as any man deserves to die
who msults the Son of Heaven But you know my lord that
when one stnkes a viper the head must be severed at the
first blow else the creature will turn and attack Therefore
your weapon must be sharp and certam We do not know
what the weapon should be but we know this serpent 1s both
wily and strongg Therefore I beg you delay and make excuse
never yrelding but never refusing until the way 1s clear™

He Tistened Ius sallow face wrmkling wath anxiety and
every word she spoke he recerved as though he heard 1t
from Heaven Indeed when she had fimished he sud very
fervently

“You are huan Ym herself Goddess of Mercy sent to me
by ?enven at this dreadful moment to gwde and support

He had spoken many words of love to her he had called
her his heart and hus hver but what he now sad pleased
her beyond anything she had ever heard

Ruzn Y s my own favonite among the heavenly beings
she replied and her voice sweet and powerful as it was by
pature at this moment was also tender

The Emperor sat up in his bed with sudden energy “Bid
the Chief Eunuch call my brother” he exclatmed Like all
weak men he was impatient when a decision was made -
overquick to act

Tzu Hsi cheyed nevertheless In a few minutes Prince
Kung came in and she felt again as she looked at his grave
and handsome face that this man she could trust Thems
was a common destiny

*“Sit down~sit down * the Emperor said impatiently to this
younger brother

“Allow me to stand ” Prince hung replied in courtesy and |
he remamed standing while the Emperor spohe 1n hus high
yoice nervous stammenng seeking for words

“We have—I have—decided not ta attack the white stradh,
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gers with one blow ‘They deserve immediate death But when
one steps on a viper~that is to say a viper should be killed
wstantly you understand his head crushed or cut off—the
question being-~
¥ Ido understand Most High” Prmce hung said It is
better not to attack unless we can be sure of destroying the
enemy mstantly and forever
It is what I am saymg the Emperor sad peewishly
Some day of course 1t 13 what we must do Meanwhile
delay you comprehend not yielding but not refusmg ™
Ignonng the white men?” Prince hung mquired
Exactly the Emperor saud weanly He lay back on hus
yellow satin cushions
Prince Kung reflected Had hus brother made such dect
sons alone he might have beheved that 1t was from lus
habitual dread of trouble the constant Jethargy wh ch stayed
action But he knew that this was Tzu Hsis advice He heard
1, knowing very well the powerful and reasoning bram that
was ludden mnside the beautful and shapely head Yet she
Was very young—and a woman! Could this be wisdom?
Most High he began patently "
But the Emperor refused to hear hun I have spoken!
Thus he cried m a lugh and ngrv vo ce
ce Kung bowed his head Let it be so Most High
T will myself take your commands to the Viceroy Yeh”

?

The bnttle peace continued Upon a winte s moming m
the last month of the old moon year and the £ st month of

e new solar year when her son was nine months old Tzu
zﬂsx woke and” waking breathed a mighty sigh Agam and
agam m the mght her unsleeping mind had struggled through
1o consciousness She felt a Jonel ness so heavy that 1t seemed
some monstrous and wns en d nger from which she could
not escape No more dd she waken m the morning as she
had once waked at her home m Pewter Lane her eves open
ing on the calm mommng sun shinng thro gh the ltticed

f the as no return her mother & shelter that was
h(:u‘sv }x‘a;l:n:nzmvyha in tlus vast tangle of walled passages
0 istyards and palaces ca ed whether she hved or
Hven the Emperor had s many concubmes,
o5



“Ah my mother she moned softly mto her satm pillavs

No vorce answered She hfted her hend and saw the 813y
Light of late dawn steal o er the high walls of the courtv¥
outside her windo v_Snovw had Fillen m the micht wnd # lav
thickly upon the walls and over the bled garden The rouad:
pool was hudden beneath sno v and the pme trees werf bent
under 1ts Joad

T am too snd she thought I feel the verv marro I ™)
bones cold with sadness

Yet she was not ] Her arms Iving under the q lts €7@
warm and strong Her blood flowed her mind was clesr She
was only heartsick

If 1 could see my mother she thought If I could se¢ the
one who bore me—

She remembered her mathers face sensible wnd £00d
cheerful and shrewd and she longed to retum to her mother
and tell her that she was afraid and alane 1n the palwees In
her uncles house m Pewter Lane there was no fear of fore
boding no emmous future The moming dawned only to the
simple necessibies of food and the days work There was ™0
splendor nor demand for greatmess

“Ah my mother ” she sighed agan and she felt the yeam

_ of a chdd Yor 1ts own Oh that she could retumn to her

7 source!

‘The need pervaded her she rose with it 1 her heast, and
all day she was sad A sad day mdeed the gray light strug
gling through the white fall of the snow so that even gt noon
the lanterns were still it in the rooms She \ ent no here
except into her own hbrary a plice she had tiken for her
self m a small adjoining palace long unused Here she had
commanded eunuchs to gather the books she hied best and
the scrolls she liked to open and to ponder upon But books
did not speak to her today and she sat the hours through
with her scrolls unrolling one after another slowly until she
found the one she sought a hand scroll seventeen feet long
painted by the artist Chao Meng fu 1n the Mongol dvnasty
of Yuan This scroll five hundred vears old and more had
been fnspired by her favorite the great Wang Wea master
of landscape art who hed pamted the scenes from his ow?
home where he Tived for thirt years before he died No¥
behind the palace walls on this winters day where she coulu

on



‘see;’ﬂly sky and fallmg snow Tzu Hsi gazed upon the green
pes of sprng One land melted mto

another as slowly she unrolled the scroll, so that she mght
dwell upon every detail of tree and brook and distant
e S0 did she m imagination pass beyond the high walls
which enclosed her and she traveled through a delectable
country beside flowang brooks and spreading lakes and fol
Iowng the ever flowing niver she crossed over wooden bndges
and clmbed the stony pathways upon 2 high mountanside
and thence looked down a gorge to see a torrent fed by stll
bigher sprmgs and breaking mto waterfalls as 1t traveled to-
ward the plams Down from the mountam agam she came
past small villages nestling i pme forests and into the warmer
valleys among hamboo groves and she paused m a poets
pavilion and 50 reached at last the shore where the nver lost
#self m 2 bay There among the reeds a fisherman s boat rose
and fell upon the nsing tde Here the river ended tts horizon
the open sea and the musted mountains of mfinity Ths scroft
Lady Mo had once told her was the artists picture of the
human soul passmg through the pleasant scenes of earth to
the last view of the unknown future far beyond

“And why * the Emperor asked her that 1 ght when the
long lonely day was spent, why 15 your mnd so far from
ﬁ T 2m not decerved by you Your body s here but it 1

eless

He took up her hand a soft and beautiful band nov its
l:j‘ roughness smoothed away the fingers delicate the palm

ong
iieebedm hand ™ he said I hold 1, 1t grasps mne but st
fould be any w s hand. .
"'She confessed her umors T have been sad today ™ she
!ﬁd I have spoken to no one I have not even seat for the
o

ke
He continued to stroke the hand he held “Nov why
ssked, when you have everythmg should ycubbi sha?;md
e e T ek e o o o
=
e abov al t e heavy & buurden was this neces

strength? Above her
" Tears flled her eyes o8



them ghtter 1 the Light of the candles that bumed beside
his bed and he was frightened
What 1s this?” he cned I bave never seen you weep
She drew her hand away and wiped her eyes gracefully on
the edge of her satin sleeve I have yearned all day for my
mother she smd And I do not know why Can 1t be that
1 have somehow been unBlial® 1 have not looked upon het
face since I entered these walls at your command I do not
know how she 1s Perhaps she 15 dying and that 15 why I
weep
The Emperor was all eagerness to please her You must
visit her  he urged “Why did you not tell meP Go go my
heart and hiver go tomotrowl I give you leave But you must
ccn}llc back agam by twihght I cannot have you gone for a
mght
So 1t came about that Tzu Hsi once more retumed to her
mother for a day and the price she now paid to the Emperor
was her grateful ardor Yet 1t could not be the next day that
she go for the visit must be announced m order that her
uncles house could be prepared But the next day after &t
could be done and two eunuchs were sent early to say that
she would amve at midday What excitement now prevaled
}m Pewter Lane! Tzu Hst too was warmed by her ovm
eagervess and she rose on the chosen mormung ynth such 2
heart as she had not known since she came She spent an
hour deciding and then undowng her decisions as to what
she should wear
I do not wish to be splendid she exclumed to her
woman for then thev will think I have gro m protd*
*“Venerable you must be somewhat splendid the v omat
remonstrated  lest they think you do not give them honor”
A middiing splendor Tzu Hsi agreed
She looked over all her robes choosing this one and then
that untll she selected at It a satm of 2 delicate orehid
purple hned with gray fur It was a fine robe 1ts beauty In
the, perfection of its embroidered sleeves and hem and not 1
the boldness of its design  She was pleased with herself when
she was robed in 1t and she chose for omaments her favonte
ade
! When she was ready 2nd when she had eaten a few mout
fuls of food which ber ladies pleaded with her to swllow
08



she entered into her sedan that stood warting m the court
yard, the bearers drew the yellow satm curtams close and
50 the journey was begun For a mile 1t lay withm the walls
of the Forbidden City and she gauged the vourts through
*shuch she was carried, and the halls by which she passed,
travelmg always toward the south, for the Emperor m the
excess of his love had granted her the pnvilege of using the
chuef gate called Mendhan, by which usually only he lumself
could enter and leave hus city Qutside that gate she heard
the Commander of the Imperial Guard shout for his guards-
men to stand attendance while she passed How well she
Inew that vorce! She leaned forward m her charr and put
aside the curtams a half mch and looking through the crack
the saw Jung Lu standing not ten feet from her his face
averted hus sword held up before hun his body taut and
strught and at 1ts full height. Nesther to nght nor left did
Be fook when she passed but she knew by the dark flush on
bus cheeks that he had heard, that he knew 1t was she She
let the curtam fall,

Tt was hugh noon when Tzu Hsl reached the entrance to
Pewter Lane, and hidden b hind the sedan curtams she

ew that she was near her childhood home She smelled
the famihar odors of salty crullers fried m bean ol the
musky fragrance of camphorwood the reek of childrens
urine and the chokmng scent of dust. The day was dry and
cold and under the feet of the bearers the earth was frozen
hard as stone Upon this pale dry earth the shado vs of the
houses on either sde of the lane were shrunken small and
{black agamst the walls and Tz Hsi, peermg downward be
“fween her sedan and the curtams guessed the hour So often
bad she run to and fro along this lane that he could tell
within 2n inch what tune 1t was the shadows heavy towal

curtains agam and
gathered before 1t and w;mng]
uncle and her mother and Wi
eneratn on and thewr wives and to the left sh?  saw ©
ung girl who was surely her sister and W
9



two brothers grown bevond her memones and behind them
Lu Ma Agamst the walls on aither side were the nexghbors
and the friends of Pewter Lane

When she saw their faces grave and welcoming tears
watered mnto her eyes Oh she was the same to them and
somehow she must make them know it! Inside her breast
beat the same heart they knew so well Yet she could not
open the curtams or cry out therr name for whatever her
h art was she was now Tzu Hsi Empress of the Westem
Palace and mother of the Impenal Hewr and so she must
carry herself whesever she was She made no sign and the
eunuch led the way to the gate the Chief Eunuch first of
all for the Emperor had commanded hun to so with his
treasure and never leave her presence Up the steps then
and through the open gate the six bearers carned her and
they crossed the entrance courtyard and set the sedwn down
at last before the house There the Chief Eunuch humsell
put aude the satin curtaios and Tzu Hsl stepped out into the
sunlight and saw before her the wide and open doors of het
old home The familiar room wase there the mam hall it
tables and chairs polished and clean and the tiled floar swept:
Often 1t had been her task to sweep and clean and set the
charrs straight and dust the fumiture and now all was done
as though she were still here A vase of red paper floven
stood on the long table agairst the wall and fresh candles
in the pewter condleshcks and In front of the sq 1are table,
between the ceremonial chairs were small covered dishes of
swhectmeats a teapot and bowls

She placed her hand upan the Lfted arm of the Chuet
‘Eunuch and he led her to the highest seat to the right of the
square table and she sat down and put her feet together on
the foatstool He arranged her skirts and she folded her hands
upon her lap Then the Chief Eunuch returned to the gate
gnd announced that now the family could approach the
Epress of the Westam Palace One by one they camme et
uncle first and then her mother and then the elder cousin
of the same generation and their wives and after them hes
brothers and her sster and the younter cousins of their
generation and each bowed down before her 1 hile behund
her stood the eunuche and at her right hand the Chaf
Eunuch.
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At first Tzu He behaved indeed as an Empress must, She
recerved the obeisances of ker family with digmity and grave
looks, except that when her uncle and her mother bowed
before her she motloned to the Cluef Eunuch to Lft them up
ed mvite them to be seated. When the ceremonies were
complete no one knew what to say next. All must wait for
the Empress to speak and Tzu Hst locked from face to face
She Ionged to come down from her high place and speak
as she used to do and she longed to nm about the bouse
20d be free as once she had been free. But the Chief Eunuch
stood there watching all she did. For a while she considered
bow she could accomplish what she wished. All were ar
ranged according to the generations the elders seated and

young ones standing and stll they waited for her to
speak first, and how could she speak a3 ber heart longed?
 Suddeoly she tapped her shielded fingernails pon the pol
#ished table at her right and she nodded at the Chief Eunuch
to signify that she had somethmg to say to um He came
near and leaned down his ear and mto this ear she spoke.
~You are to stand aside you and these eunuchsl How can
T enjoy myself when you hear every word I speak and see
every motion that I make?”

The Chief Eunuch was concerned when he heard such a

command, “Venerable the Son of Heaven bade me never

yewmuch, 1§ Lien ying, who stood near to hold her jeweled
Pipe and fan and toilet case saw her fury nsmg an know
Tog very vl st at forotold, he plucked the sleeve of the

ef Eunuch

“Elder Brother 1t is better to let her bave her way he
whispered 'Whydayounotmtyoundﬁ!wanmvnw
enough to watch over her

N‘{% whether the Chuef Evnuch would have obeyede;'ﬂzu
Hst or the Emperor cannot be knows, but he was ¥ y
Wuryandaheadymedofmndmganhbfeetm

the chance to withdraw to another

room o
rgone Tzu Hsi considered her mentor had left her
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that he 1 such a ehild as would delight your soul and you
must come to visit hum smee I may not bring hum here His
eyes are b g like this— here she measured two arcles with
her thumbs and forefingers—“and he 15 so fat his flesh s0
whagrant—-and he never cnies I do assure you—and he 1s al
ways greedy for hus food and his teeth are whiter than these
peatls and though he is stll so small he wants to stand on
bisJegs which are like two posts under Ius strong body
“Hushl her mother cred. Hush—hush—what if the gods
Eexﬂ Yo seckless oneP Wall they not seek to destroy such

Her mother looked up and down and everywhere around
and she cned out, m a loud voice Nothmg s as you say!
I have heard that he 15 puny and weak and—and—

Tzu Hsi laughed and put her hand over her mothers
mouth T am not afrard!

" Do not say 0™ her mother msisted beneath the hand

But Tzu Ha could only laugh and soon she was walking
everys here Jookmg at the rooms she knew so 1 ell and teas-
mg ber sister who now had the whole bed to herself and
alone with her mother 1 one room she asked concerning
the marnage plans for her sster and proposed that she
would find a good husband for her among the young noble-

en,

Tndeed ” she said *I wall find one young and handsome
ed bid hum wed my sister ” ot
Her mother was grateful If you can so do she sad 4
will be a filal deed and very plous
50 the hours passed and all the family vas merry because
A7 Ha was merry In sudaftemmoon a good feast as sot
it Ma busy everywhere and bawling at the bi ed cooks and
when tus had been shared the day was nearing mght and 0
Chuef Eunuch retumed to bis oy He'axlzpnr:ﬂched o
an; vested her to prepare for leave
'Trrfg e hae come. Venerable be sud ‘T have the
command of the Most High It 1s my duty toobey 0
She kne there was no further escape and sa she ¥ic T
with grace Once more she became the Empress Li Luen y8
put b ck her headdress and she took her se:ml m;:;le
man room and arvarged hers If Immed ately
«became her subjects. One by one they came
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made their obemsances and said thewr farewells and to each
she spoke with suitable words leayng gifts for each and for
Lu Ma money At last all farewells were said She lingered
a few minutes more i silence her eyes moving here
there It hd been a day of deep happimness and a
of the simple affections of her childhood And yet somehow
she knev 1t was the last tume that ever she could retum to
this house All seemed the same but 1 spite of her faithful
heart she knew nothing was the same They loved her
but thewr love was entangled with hopes and desres of what
she could do for them Her uncle hinted at debts unpaid
her brother yeamed for amusements and her mother bade
her not forget her promuse for her sister In lesser ways the
kmnfolk, too had mentioned hardships and lacks She was
pitymg and mereiful  she made promuses for all and she
would fulfill them because she could but her loneliness se
turned and lay ten tunes more heavy on her heart for now
she knew she was loved beyond herself She was loved for
what she could do and for what she could give and her heart
shnveled Though her body had come back and for these
few hours her spint had rejomed the others 1n this house,
separition vas forever Pestiny compelled her onward
1 her own she must leave behind There could be ro ro-

turn

When this knowledge settled into her being her gatety
was gone \With firm steps she walked across the room and
entered agamn Into her sedan chair and the Chief Lunuch
humself let down the curtans

So Tru Hst retuned agam to the Forbidden City and
when she approached the great gate of the Meridinn th
Impenal Cuard announced the end of the day The drummet
stood behind his great dram beating upon it a rhythm so
swift that the sticks fell with heavy blows ns steady one
upon anoth r as the beat of some mighty heart In the twi
hght the trumpeters stood in their robes and each held to
his lips 2 long brass trumpet. These trumpets they raised in
unison then lowered to the same level and at this moment
they blew a long qmivering blast of music beglnning i soft
ness and nsing to strength and always following the beating
of tle mighty drums until falling away again the trumpet
voices died Again and agan this mwie was repeated
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the last time when the trumpeters allowed the sounds to die

50 slowly that they were lost m distance So too did the

drummer soften the beat of the drum until he made it end

by three slow measured beats A pavse of silence follo ved

rLa’nd then a bronze bell was struck three times and by Jung
A

And the mght fell as al vays st did fall The watchmen
marched to therr task, and Tzu Hs: m her sedan entered the
Vast gates and heard them close behind her

Winter ended late and the haltmg spring was delayed
stll further by the evil winds that blew dovn from the
north Sandstorms tortured the city and though the people
dlosed thewr doors and sealed therr vindo vs yet the wind

v the fine pale sand through every crack and comer
Xor was the news good from the south The Viceroy Yeh had
cheyed the commands from the Dragon Throne He had
daffied and delayed he had not replied to the many mes
Sages from the Englshman Sir John Bowrmg and when 1t
Was reported to him that a French prest had been killed
$omewhere he made no replv to this announcement either
Dor to the demand of the French murster for retbuhon
Yet the Viceroy naw reported to the Dragon Throne mstead
of being subdued by such neglect the white men were more
Testless than before and he the Viceroy sought further

on from the Son of Heaven What if war broke out
8gun? And meanwhile there was the small trouble of the
famulies of the beheaded men vho had been the shps
18 of The Amow They + ere angry and their sons and
Jephews had jomed the Chinese rebels for revenge agamst
the Viceroy who stood for the distant Emperor mlst
of all st was rumored that the Englshman Elgm a noble
Iord very powerful was threateng to sail English ships
northward along the seacoast and enter the harbor t Tnemsz
;n 0 der to attack the Taku forts which protected the capit
tself

il and took
When the E read this memornl ¥ e fell
totug b:d nend 3{:33‘"0, eat In silence he handed ‘h:d d:::::
ment to his brother Prince hung whom he st "}:“;u:h

¢ commanded that Tzu Hsl 7 ad it also and ¢ lal | f?I
Present th 1r advice Now for tho first time Tzu Hsi fe



open disagreement wath Prince Kung They argued in the
Impenal Library thewr usual meetwg place and 1n the pres-
ence of the Chief Eunuch and Li Lien ymg who stood 8
attendants and heard all that was said +

Venerable Pnnce kung sad reasonably “agam I 2]
you that 1t 15 iot wise to annay these white men to the pomt
of anger They have guns and warships and they are bir
banan at heart.”

“Let them return to thewr own lands We have tned patreac®
and now patience fails Tzu Hsi exclamed She was very
beaunful when she 1 as haughty and Prince hung sighed ©
see such beauty and such pnde Yet he admutted ia his secret
heart that this woman had an energy which even he had ot
and surelv that hus elder brother had not and mdeed the
times needed strength

“tVe have not the means to force thew retum  he reminded

er

“We have the means if we have the will ® she retorted
“We can kill them everv one while they are still few an
throw thelr bodies mto the sea Do dead men retum?”

He exclamed at such recklessness *Will death put 23
end to them? When thewr peoples hear of i, they vl send
2 ttousand white men for ech one that dies and they will
come with their manv ships of war bearing thexr magie
weapons apainst us

1 do not fear them ” Tzu Hsi declared,

“Then Ido Prince hune assured her I fear them greatly
It 18 not only thewr weapons I fear—t is the white men them
ehes When they are attacked they return ten blows fot
one No ng Venerable—mediation 15 the safe way and bar
gaming and delays as vou wisely did advise before These
must stll be our weapons We must still confound themi
with delays and promises unfulfilled and we moust stil] put
off the evil day of therr attack We must weary them and
discourage them slwavs courteous when we speak, seemmg
to yield and nev% yielding This Is our steadfast wisdom.

S0 in the end Mwas decided and that Tzu Hat might be
diverted for she contmnued rebelivus Prince hung advis
his elder brother th Emperor that she be permitted ¥
spend the hot season ot the Summer Palace outside the ¢
of Pelung There among the lakes and gardens she could
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port herself with the Hewr and her Jadies and forget the
troubles of the nation
“The Empress of the Western Palace loves plays and
theatricals he suggested Let a stage be built at the Sum
smer Palace and actors be hired to amuse her Meanwhile I
will consider 1 1th the councilors what reply shall be sent
south And st 35 to be remembered that when the green spring
comes agan we must celebrate the first birthday of the Herr
and we should announce the cecasion soon that the people
m2y prepare thew gfts Thus all + 1l be diverted viule we
ponder the dangers ahead
In this way Prince hung hoped to allay Tzu Hsis anger
and tum her thoughts to pleasure and away from proud re
venge upon the white men In his secret heart he was very
fearful, and he wished to take counsel with the princes and
the munsters and any whose wisdom he could trust For he
}$aw n the future and not too far the mcreasing threat of
e men from the West They had discovered the treasures
of sncient Asia and being men of nations young and poor
could they be asked to leave hat they had found? They
must be placated but how he dd not knov untl defense
could be planned Troubled indeed he vas sleepless at mght
and never hungry for food any mo e for what he pondered
was deeper than he could £ thom The old ¢ vilized vays of
Peace and wisdom were menaced by a new brute force
m;m}. would prevail and where lay the final strength 1
Violence or in peace?
So grave mere these times that the Emperor m the Bfth
month renewed an ancient rite vhich hus ancestors had se(
“dom observed after the end of the precediny, dynasty o
Ing At the Sprng Feast of the Dead this moon year
d announced that he
e Emperor sorely troubled and afrax ced that he
would worsh p at the Supreme Temple of Imperial st
ow this was a very anctent temple }nr} "msii’,e i These
Park + here great pmes shielded its roofs f o

blet resting }
tablets of precious ood and e ch ta

peushuon of pyellaw satin Or lly [ﬂpdeats in yellow T
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dered about the park and cared for the Temple and silence
hung everywhere as heavy as the centunes that had passed.
No birds sang m this still place but white cranes cameo
the spung and made therr nests m the crooked pines and
reared their young and i the antumn flew away agamn

To this place then at the Feast of the Dead the Emperot
came with his princes and dukes his councilors and high
munsters It was the hour before dawn and mists unusual 0
this dry northem climate rose from earth to sky so that
brother looking at brother could not recognize his face Twe
days before the feast day the ancestral tablets of the dead
Manchu rulers had been brought from thewr own private hall
near the Impenal Library and by the Light of hom lantems
so dark were the shadows under the pmes the Cluef Eunuch
and his eunuchs had arranged them upon the eleven shrmes
mside the temple.

Il was now m readiness for the armval of the Son of
Heaven He had spent the wight i the Hall of Abstmence
neither eating nor dnnkimg nor sleeping For three days 100
the people of the whole nation had eaten no meat they had
ot tasted garlic or ails nor drunk wine nor heard music no!
Tooked at plays nor invited guests Law courts vere closed

these three days and there was no htigation made by

e

At this gray hour before dawn the Court Butcher made hit
report that he had slaughtered the beasts for the sacrifice
and had poured thelr fresh blood into bowls and had bune
therr bones and fur The prnces and the dukes reported tha!
the sacred prayer was wntten which the Son of Heaver
was o pray before the guardian Ancestors whose tablet
stood upncht and ready upon the impenal yellow -cushion.
upon the altars

The Emperor recenved these seports and he rose to allov
the Chief Eunuch to put on him the solemn robes of sxcrifice
dark. purple tnmmed m plan gold and leaning upon twt
near kansmen, hus first cousins he entered the Supreme Temr
ple There his younger brother Prince hung waited to ¢
cewe lum No strangers were near Even the eunuchs from
the Temple withdrew before the Son of Heaven ente
and his kinsmen alone stood at the door Now the im
prmees came forward to meet the Emperor and after obel
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sances they led ham from one to another of the eleven sacred
altars At each one he made nme obersances and he offercd
bows of food and wine and before each altar he mide the
same p ayer The prayer was for peace and for safets agmst

¢ new enemies that had come from the West It vis a long
prayer and the Emperor read 1t eleven times slo ly and i
25 loud 2 voice as he could muster

To the Spinits of the Great Dead he reported th t the
Western men had done how thev had made 1w wd hov
they had serzed terntones and ho v they came 4s b biran
tnbesmen 1n ships that spat out fire to fnghten the people
;*;% he reported how these men msisted upon uny auted

e

We hive our own goods O Venerable Ancestors the
Emperor declared m his praye  We have no need of West
,ém tovs What do we lack under the protection of He ven
t20d Our Guardian Ancestors? We beseech Our Ancestors to
protect us now Let the strangers be driven wto the seal Pro-
vide pestilences to destrov them! Send do m posonoLs i
sects to sting them and vipers to stnke them dead! O Guard

ms of our people restore to us our 1 nd and g e us pece

When the prayer 1 as ended the hour w s Ire dv n ar
sunnse and i the dawnmng Lght flocks of vhte pigeons
Skeeping under the broad caves of the T mple a oke and
spread thewr wings and c reled above the nce tpn s The
candles faded 1n the lantems and dust motes d nced m the
pale sunbeams stealmg through the wide g tes of the Tem
ple. The sacnfice was ended and the Empe or let 1m elf be
led away agamn ard enterng mto his impen | pal nquir he
Ii’mmed to his own palaces Then everyr here ove :hede n

n the people took up thewr accustomed life comfcr!bo nd
encouraged because the Son of Heaven h mself h d bow
before the Guard n Ancestors had made Ius repost and sent
tp hus prayer on thew behalf

These nites at the Spring Feast of the D ad so heart ned
the Emperor tha:hwherp\ ui!c s th month of the moT yer

ww near and the heat of summer increased he,
deeid d to go to the Summer P lace with his b o/
and vith hum to take the Heir and m% Cau:tm
lthough he had Jonged to go_the disturbances 1



had made hum uneasy What if the Chinese rebels were to
rse while he was awav from the capital or what if the
Western men were suddenly to become mcensed and
their ships northward up the coasts as they had long threat
ened to do? Yet nesther of these 1ll events had come
and although the Viceroy Yeh was still gloomy the delays
and the evasions which he made held back both rebels and
‘Western men

And Tzu Hst herself corxed the Emperor upon a certait
might vhen the summer moon was full and her smile en
chanting

My lord she smd come with me to the Summer Palace:
The coolness of the hills vill restore you to health

The Emperor was so <}v i need of such restoration The
slow paralvsis which had weakened him m the last five years
lay heavy upon s limbs Upon some days he could not
walk and must lean upon t o eunuchs for crutches and upor
other days he conld not rse his hands to his head His dead
left sde was his constant afficton and he felt his whole
bodv pervaded with its heaviness He yielded therefore 10
this beautiful woman who enlivened him a2nd strengthen
hum as no other hving creature was able to do and he de-
1ded upon a day then 2 month hence for the journey to the
Summer Palace some nine miles outside the aity walls

Now Tzu Hst though she could look the Empress and In
full majesty was still so young a creature that the thought
of a holiday permeated her heart like warm wine She did
not yet love the severe and noble palaces ;m which she was
doomed to live although among them she had made small
separate places for herself secret gardens 1n old forgotten
courtyards and terraces where no onc walked and whefe
sometimes she might escape the burdens of state which she
must carry In her own palace she had her pets a little dogr
a female who bred pups to amuse her and she kept enckets
in cages and birds of many colors The pets she loved best
were not these however but the wid creatures 1 ho settl
som tunes in the trees and upon the pools She could so im+
tate the sharp whisper of 2 cricket that she coaxed tl e insect,
to it upon her forefinger while she stroked its papery wings |
With much patience sh learned the call of a nightingale 2
twilight so that the dim brown creature futtered ‘atazicate
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about her head. When this happened she felt a childhke
happmess that she was loved for herself alone and not for
any favor she could bestow Sometimes when she sat with
her son upon her knees she forgot that he was the Hexr and
Bogether they watched a flock of ducklings newly hatched or
the pups pulling and mauling m play and then she laughed
50 Joudly that her Jadies marveled and smiled behind thesr
fans But Tzu Hsi had no fear of smiles or reproaches She
was herself and as she was so she contmued to be a crea
ture as free as those she played with. Yet though four square
miles lay within the Forbidden City its walls confined her
and she lopged to be outside all walls and mn that place of
which she had often heard but where never yet h d she goné
1 hive or even to visit
This Summer Palace had first been built fo pleasure sev
,eral centunes earlier by the emperors then rubng and they
'had chosen for 1ts site a place near an etemal fountam vhich
1an 5o clear and pure its waters sweet and eve fresh that
1 was named the Fountam of Jade The first Summer Palace
was destroved 1 a war 2nd rebwilt agamn two centuries ¢ar
Ler than thns tume and by the Impenal Ancesto K ang Hs,
then ruling but the Impenal Ancestor his son Ch en Luot
then ruling brought all the separate buldings together unit
ing them into a vast pa k threaded with lakes and nvess
and crossed by marble bndges or bndges of rn 03 4
panted and carved by master workmen Dea v d cg 4
len Lung enjoy what he had done so that her he b w
that the hung of France then rulng had also
yrounds in that distant land Ch en Lung wnqu
“wnsters and Jeswt prests wh t th Fre
ke had net, for Expe ors 1 thos
. :Xmem men and ev 7 \;vslco:ne;i
ter € nten
| ol b o e F ench kang had mad he 3 hed fo7
Westemn beauty to the Summer
. tem top and he added e r
o that which belonged the € e Jesw
ace as vell as thet MEP0 "hnd favor with the great
o ith them £om Franco and It [y
Europe, wh cl 1en Lung
% o hem gaything wh ch
Lung’s tune bowever the S
1







bout
m:célh‘fg 3’1: highway wath yellow sand also retired Upon
Manchu clanrm:ﬁg of drume and gongs the nobfes of the
tne highwa sb : n their best robes knelt on the sides of
Hounded by Y b efore the Son of Heaven as he passed sur
emperors r{)d‘s ihousand guardsmen In the old days the
enpesors rode alvays upon great Arabian Jorse - budled
Hsien Fen; e saddles covered with jeweled vel et But
end so he g, now ruling was not able to sit upon a horse
catn be ot nde m his paliqun He s shv too be-
o the e l;:mself 50 thin and sallow  nd he vould not
he was en x\:,méc s to hft the curtans Hidden nd in sdence
1 yes cammed along the yollow sanded b ph v nd the

At the llemen neither saw him no he rllis voce
road h‘me‘dl age of Hai Tien outsde the ctv alls the
quins of the ;:m“ard and through this vill ge the palan
+ang of the Emneror and fus two Consort p- d witt all
for ot The Il town was bustlng w thgo d b smess
countryside renl Guardsmen 3 ere to vy 1+ d m the
noblemen. h“;ﬂrby the prnces and the duk wnd other

ey might ad s nmer pala es on thew owvn e tates that
mer Pali mmore easily w it upon the Emper ¢ the Sum
for prce. Everywhere the willagers were in hgh mood
oy when the Court took res dence at the Summer P lace of

Al g Yuan they g, vn h

t sunset the wnpenal procession approa h d th  gate of

:W Summer Palace its 1f nd pee mg th ougl th cracks
een her curtams Tzu H 1 saw the lofty g te of ¢ rved
op n and

:’,:’:‘e marble guarded by two golden 1ons It
s ting and she was carr d over the h gh th ¢ hold 1 dwrto
e quiet of the vast park Now sh coald not forb T open
0y her curtamns with he hands to look ott d she saw a
eamhke scene Pagodas hung as though su p ded on the
green FllsQ s clea b ooks san smoothly nppl ng, be de the
winding roids pav d with » Bl and bndg s carv d of
white marble led the ay to a hundred p wiong eacl dif
ferent from the others and peautiful in gold nd colo ed nle
Lfetgne would not be enough to knov ¢ il And with
Much that he could s e there was mor msee the great
pal ce themselves d signed so long ago and enr ched
evevy empe OF I s troe the famous 3 at Tockh T
Bvebe ammals spout & water from the Fount i of






the manifol
doorway Aill: a&?ﬁ of palaces and gardens ligered i the
behind. the spires of the 1 at its end the sun shpped down
f0m the lakos and. the pagodas and the afterglow faded
Yharble bry dgz: ﬂm‘ll streams Soon even the shado s of the
1y was ended no longer lingered upon the waters and the
i v}n sh;;ll retwe early Tro Hst smd  nd I shall mse at
place xh:;v ever many tomortows ave allotted to this joyful
o - ‘:; take our S ;n;-lxega}; utrc; see oIl that s to be seen
er Lo

7215 1ad 5 agreed and the moon had seurcels « sen before
T st wint to her own apartments A lght meal of s vect
S"Eer: and tdbits was served to her she drank her fa onte
hay dof:: and then bathed and 1 fresh silk @ rments she
ot to sleep At frst she said she could not sleep so
slept, i the might 1r and twice after her ve y omen
3t she rse from hes bed to loa, from the open 1 do 5
she ool & stood high above the low encrcdl g 1} _and
the m:o Isee beyond them to the distant mo nt pil m
that 1t nlight Peace stole over her spmt so d p a peace
at it scemed the prolude to sleep self and ¢t she vas
fwike i every sense Before her lay th _olden moenlt
anscap  she smelled the fragrance of nicht blooming lihes
ho beard the clear call of the huevest burd el n it o2
died a er Ionelmess subs ded the fear of w s nd trou bles
Yng¥ay bex impetiuous heart grew ‘wentle and he tho ghts
the E}"l eyond the terrce to the nght stood the Palace of
o, Floatmg Cloud ass gned to Sakota Tomorro —no not
{omorrow but some day when het happiness 35 £ dl enough
e would stay by her resol o and renew her ¢ te Iy fri n

ip with Sakota’ How strange to think that th v ho Fad
frown 1p beneath the same roof tn Pewt ¢ Lan shotld now
Ive sde by side i thew & o palaces thetr ane Io @ the
mperor{
LhAncl then because her m nd was never long at rest she

ought of Jung Lu her kansmen and hov sh had s en bt
‘l’r 2 moment tod1v how their unw 1y eves had met Fad
fhung end then had p 1t 4 agamn unwillngly and she !

ercely of « sadden to hear his oice and bno  hem
pﬁd why should she not summon him as her k s
somead _necded? What advice dd she
» 115






ness of her desire her love of theater She had read books
zhovt e ast, and she had studied well tte old pamtings
*od vnogs But i the plays she saw men and women of

made the one to reman um the Forbidden City and the other
¢ lest fire or mvading enerntes destroy either Tzu H 1
b2d Rot herself laad hards upon these libr res v hich the
cholats bad made for ws e the city the one w s sto ed m
ke Hill of Literary Glory and kept und 16k 4 d hey
$42eDt for @ sir gle ‘season each year this at the Feast o
Classic when 1t was the du ty of the ighest schol s to tc:h e
% the ancient wntirgs and  pound therr me nng to bt
mperor then ruling For ever since the Furst Emp«dorbelg n
*en hundred years ago h d bumed the books lr\\ 5 “fs' I
<holars to put an end to anc ot learning and make hx e
Supreme 1t had been the first ¢ re of schol 15 to pres e
by teaching reverence fo then first ohm ds of
"9 ror and then fram all i s bpects and that Ol velo
® sage Confucius could not be destmyeg:)’ \n atved on
the Four Books and the Five Classt ss ‘r)vod 1 the Hall of
tone and these stone monumcnts h re at Yuan Ming
Classios whose gates wee b d %ut drfhe ancient wnit
Yuan Tzu Her thousth it P b
Tl o BB e wth the sghs to be seen
Tal e W w
?:t v:;mmer she dd fo m:,‘.ed?;lti;zc(rinaa{:h::: g‘o’a{s
:}I:e enjoyed ° 'd:{’; ‘f.,}.ixl‘: sho walked among the flower
not o t
Hens o played with her p mal son. who






¥
oy e e e b K ot Seated
a2 Hy recer ed ham openly and smong her Lihes Seated
[y 1n the great hall of her palace she waited f
L hu Magmficence became her as always v’;;le waﬁr
e bung wih painted scroll bebund the throme 2o an
forgh and let Het l:t‘t:feaglogpsoma:fbb%osmmg froes stoed
ens upon the fl gamboled with four whte
press T e floor and here was the woman m the Em
Bels S0 Hsi, m the mudst of her splendor laughed at her
Hossese :in;Ch that at last she came down from %wx throne
osesed by muth and playfulness And while she wer t here
ond there she praised one lady for her fresh looks Gad 2t
mate &r her headdress and she trarled her silken kerchief to
eumach ekaxtens follow her and only when she heard the
she m; ootsteps followed by a certain steadfast tread did
leeles ;al:‘“ds‘ﬂ ‘:’l sit upon her throne agam and fold her
Sm;,;d [;ehm ; 3::2 w l&ix: proud and grand while her lad es
er tace was grave her I
a ps demure but her great eyes
fﬁe’iﬁa‘ hen Jung Lu stepped across the h gh oo of
and bl nce vearng his guardsmans tun ¢ of s alet st
3 n ack velvet trousers He to k mne st ps forw rd and
bow edm},mse tus face to hers untd he knelt The before he
e i he d be took ane full lo kath rh lo ed
has b& come cousmn Tzu Hsi s d m he prity voice It
Aim 2 long time snce ve met
sh ony, time Vene able he ad nd warted o elng
her e gazed down on hm from he thon the com § of
I mouth deepening m o smul 1 hav S0 thng to plead
vice upon and so I h ve ummoned you-
Command me Vener ble he s e
My younger s ster 1 old nough to ved he enton
Payoa m Trber th t ch 1d? A n ughty athing httle thing
1 you remember? Always chinging to m nd wanting what
a
“\m able I forgt nothmng he sid s had still
bowed
dth hscc et m aming 10 these words
hrhett
el mov my §_ter needs 8 husband  she went
has outgrown her naughty ways andisa wom.mj
A

W
Tzu Hs rec W
hid the tre su_ in






She opened her eyes wide at hum  Why not pray? Was I
not a concubme until my son was born?”

“To the Emperor he reminded her and now you are
¢he Empress ‘The sister of an empress cannot be a concubime
<& to 2 prince

en I must choose the Seventh Prince she sad It s
ooly he \ ho has no wife Alas he 15 the least handsome of
&l prnces—that heavy mouth drawn down the eyes dull and
small, a proud solemn face! I hope my sister does not love

auty m a1 face as well as do 1

Ste looked sidewnse at hum from beneath her Tong strught
lashes and he looked away

ce Chuns face is not evil he reomed It 15 lucky
2 prince be at Jeast not evil
Oh she said most mockingly “You think that mmportant?
‘{apﬁnce? Is 1t not enough that he be a princel”

He 1gnored her mockery I think 1t not enough
t She shrugged her shoulders ‘Well hmsman i Prunce
Chun be your advice Il choo e him and send a letter to
N mother

She was angry of a sudden at his hardness tow rd her and
she rose to sigmify the audence as ended then pa sed
Fm;, You~ she said carclessly 1 suppose youre ved by

W

He had nsen with ber and he stood b fore her tall and

You kno v I am not ved
Ah bt you st _she sswted A sudden b porne mode
T face soft and young as be rer mb r
Tl e oo g sho s @ wstfully nd Jocked her
“ads together
& 5 ot possible  He bowed o sathout £ ewell he
eft her presence and d d nof once
She stood there alone surp ed at }-’ns, behng soms!:v;ﬁi);
one and before sh h d & mhsed Fim 00 (0 8 0 e
Ef ucht the mov, m o b "urtain snd s w a shank
g,n‘;f’g;mi°'x‘;"~‘;”’;‘: dy M 1, b ¢ pretty favonite tle yow
day, Shun
ghter of Su 15 d ded ¥
2*Th s Tz1 Hs1d man
t _g::u?l hd!;wl ::‘gy her head a d put her forefiv
| douth - L



“Come come Tzu Hst Insisted “Why do you spy on me?

“Venerable not on you This came forth in the smallest
whisper

“Then on whom?® Tzu Hsi demanded )"

The Indv would not speak 4

“No answer?

Tzu Hst stired at the childish droopmg figure and they
without a further word she took the lady by her ears ard
shook h r vehemently

Onbim then! she whispered fiercely “Ah he—you thisk
hum handsome? You love um I daresay~"

Bets cen her feweled fists the small face looked helplessh
at her The lady could not speak

Agamn Tzu Hst shook with all her strength “You dare o
love hum!

The Tady broke wnto Joud sobs and Tzu Hst loosed be
ears So harshly had she seized them that blood w
where the earrings had cut mto the fesh

Do you tunk he loves you? Tzu Hst asked scornfullf
I know he does not Venerble the lady sobbed. B
foves only you—we all know-only you—

At this Tzu Hsi was 1 t o mnds what next to do S
ought to purush the ladv for such a charge and yet she Vj
so pleased to hear 1t said that whether she must smile
slap the grls cheeks she did not know She did both S
smiled and seeing, the heads of her other ladies peeping I
and there in doorways to kmov why there was such
motton ste slapped the girls cheeks with a sound but
with hurt

“There~and there she said hewrtily Go from me beft
1 kall you out of shame! Do not Jet me see you for seven
days*

She tumed and sauntenng with exquisite grace she
dov n on her throne agaiy half smiling and hstenog
heard the patter of the idys Little feet runmng down
corndors

Trom that day on the face and figure of Jung Lu ¥
fired anew i Tzu Hsis mind and memory Thoigh
could not summon hin agan she plinned and plotted
th>v corld meet not by contrivince and seldom brt '
and often He was present m her thoughts wherever

o

r




W
ent 1{1‘/ ;h[e d}:y and when she wole i the night he was
kel m g 3t &8 2 play T swas the hero at whom she
Summe; dShe bistened to music she heard his vowce As
hisure, pager s Bssed ond she grew accustomed to her
e tndeed b she mdulged herself much m thoughts of
€€ was ng :n: “Fs & woman compelled to love and yet
recew d the oeerfor her to love Meanwhile the Emperor
beloved byt ‘;yerﬂow of this need and he thought himself
Yh(u,&,‘; her die‘avxzi no more than the image upon whch
et this woman was
Ske s not one to be content ith dreams
Jie o wed for fesh and blood to match her o m Out of
rae [ L'“}:he let herself proceed to purpose Sh would
oo Lu bigh enouch so that she could keep hun near
stng 3t fo mamtaning therr cousinsh p bevond doubt but
0% 1 for what she wiled How sould she ruse im with
palons o6 all eves toward her? Wathu the close alls of
Y s seandls breed Like foul feve s And. she recalled her
Kooy SU Shun the Grand Cowncslor vko hated b t
ey e was above b and wth hum wero sull the
3y Cheng and Y1 for thev were Su Shuns frends She
tn ally m An Toh b, the Chuef Eumach and bun she
was D loyal She fro vned remembe mg the go sip that
ot 10 true eunuch and th t he pu sued 1 des of the
Th m secret
1 d's led her on to thinking of Tady Me ag m ho it
Sl not be forgotten was Su Sh ns chid Well s most
ugh that lady hate her too No no sh vould ke p the
ﬁi ter her friend and within her p wer so that the fatfer
not use the daughter as a spy Well th n was it not
ful to know th t the lady lo ed Jung, Lu? Why bad she
0Wn such jealous anger? Sh must undo t she hd
vlone She would send for Lady Mea and bd b r t ke heatt,
r she th Empress of the West m Palace would hers 1If
eak fo her to the Commn d  of the Jmpenal Guard at
};’me oppo tune time Su h a m i age would serve a double
Jung Lu to high

urpos  fo ¢ would give e cus to 1S
was her means to raise

)

£FT

E
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blace Yes here she saw all at onc
4p her b loved

L Sh paused yrudent after the instant of d cison
"Wen dhe fo bidden seven days h d passed she sent La
s 1.



ymg to find the Lady Me: and bring her here YWithin an
four he brought s charge who fell at once upon her kn;:
before her sovereign Tzu Hsi today was seated on
phoentx throne in the Pavilion of the Favorte a small sﬁ
ondary palace she clained also for her own

When she had let the lady kneel awhile m sleace T2
Hs: rose and came down from her throne and lifted her p

You ha e grovn thin these seven days  she sud Lndly

Venerabl  Ladv Mey sud her eyes pitcous  wien yot
ate angry vith me I cannot cat or sleep ™

1 am not angrv nov  Tzu Hsi rephied  Sit down poct
chitd Let me see how vou nre

She ponted to a chawr and herself sat down on another
next it and ste took the ladvs soft narrow hand sm
smoothed 1t between her o vn and went on tallung

CIMd 3t 15 nothing to me whom you love Why shouk
you not wed the Comm nder of the Impenial Guard? A hand
some man and young—

The 1 dv coald not beleve what she hewd Her fac
flushed del catelv tears came to her dark eyes and she clunf
to the kind hands

“Venerable 1do dore vou—

Hush-1 1m not a goddess—
Vemerolle the ladvs o wembled to me you 8¢
the Goddess of Merey he self—"

Tzu Hai smiled se enely and put down the 1ttle hand
she held  \ow-nos—po flattery child! But I have a plan

A pla?”
1Ye must have a plan must we not?”

“Whatever you say  §enerable”

“Well then~" and here Tzu Hsi put forth her plan ™
the Hewr completes his first full year since buth vou b
that there 15 to be a great feast At that time chuld 1
myself mvite my lnsman so that a1l may see my intent
ralse lum When this 15 clear then step can follow step 2
who will dare to stop my kinsman® It 1s for your sake i1
hum so that s rink may equal yous own™

“But Venerabl— »

Tzu Hat raised her hnd “No doubts childt fe wi
what I say ”

No doubts Venerable but—
1.4
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Tzo H examined the pretty face still pmk “You think it
15 too long to 3 ait so many months?”

Th Ldy hud her face behind her slceve

Tz Ht laughed  Before one journeys to a new place the
hgdh mast l;i;:uﬂtl

e pinched the ladys cheel m stll more

ved and then dmmxssedyher Ko and made the

For two hundred years Prince Kung s1d  the trade of
s foreign merchants was confined to that one south m
o of Conton Moreover such trade could only be thro gh
e Loensed Chimese merchants

Summer was ended the autumn half gone and Tzu Hsl

ening to her lesson gazed pensively beyond the ide
001 Cpen to the sun of midafternoon Porcelan pots of 1ite
thoysanthemums bloomed i red and gold and bronze She
catd and did not hear the words faling on b £ curs ud
2 g on her mind like fallen leaves upon the surf ce of

Prnce Kung spoke sharply to recall her from }er dre mi §

Doyouh ar Empress?”

Thear she sad

He looked doubtful and went on R c i then Empr ¢
hat 1 end of the two Optum W s left o miton 1€ t 1

This defeat taught us one bitte 15 o1 —th t ol "ot
ons der the Western nations as trib tr § THw &
muthle s men though never ou e u | te Yo
ters through the brut fo e of th evl np  of rt Y
ave invented

v rtt 1
{ These wo ds spoken mn hus pow rfil d g ve ‘s’ s\u{

i o r
er and she voke fom ler dee mbgm O b
now gone How b teful w s it to ¥ turn & i to e DIER
“’alg and locked gates! 3
eat "
O oy wopees ek ‘p o xutsm ke W R
sad firmly  We b ve ylelde ! ala A1ylor toths Tat=
mden n ties the many ne v ports 0P ) € ¥ ntlon 5, s the
ful Fore gm ¢ ade And wi t o for i b
others all gam too For"—“":m hs t 1l figre waapped
H handsome F ¢o n 8 S v d char b lov the
gjmyshnrobsdonr’ s






:l::ﬁ“s the sight of cruel force mstead of skillful reason is
" "E:A'E even the Chmese people in subtle ways Force they
Chinese o stronger than reason We have been wrong the
Fss ;"}-“) for only weapons can make us free This Em
n all?i t“el Western Palace this is what we must understand
i depth and ditance for 1 do assore you that n this ono
an change v change so mighty 1n our nation that unless we
 change ol e who e Manchn and ourselves not
the nmg,‘,’,‘,’“*mys:;w will end before the Heir can sit upon
ﬁ; e them weapons then Tzu Hsi sad
ons. v‘l}f Prince Kung sighed 1f we give the Chinese veaD:
prs wherewih to xepel the enemy from the West they 1 all
cento v on us whom they sl call foreign although our an
Sestors came down from the north o hundred vears g0
y é‘{:“s the throne 15 trembling on its foundations ™
fyo$2uM the comprehend the peri of the times? His eves
tested most snmously wpon the beautful waman s face He
Sould nat ead the answer that he sought, for he kne v that
n ;;‘“ nund s not an mstrament apatt from her other Ee-
mid e does not separate herself as man does now il sh now
Ui now heart She 15 three in one_a trmty complete 'le‘r;u
omed Thus while Prince hung cauld only B 5 oy T2
:Hsis mind recened what he tavght, m fact he mir{d v
jsorking through her every sense It was not the dyn 1
bt ne the wh te men th eatened t was he nd ters ! .
I Imperial Hewr impen | not only beeatsele = Ty oy 7y
0 5it ypon the Dragon Throne but mperal Beg 4§ "o d
Made bam her ene gy conceived him and €
e her mstinct rose tos e hm Lae
‘That day when P ince k ng 1 ft 1eF 8 iy

10 her own palace_she sent for 104 o i
with am holding him in her arms ;cm‘ € Wmatt 7 88
}ng to hum the songs that sle 1 Lo g 1m tost dan
counting hus small toe

catching; tm when be [ 11 884D fr0 somics
busy planning ho sh? XD A p ex
—yes but i thersomt & Loy o ¥ pgmy

hum to h s nurse oF 10 et 1 presented to the
e Dy Wity dthe ® U fiom that place
" Fom ea b povi € L7

g
talrt r
1 she ply 1
Tin sl






for
D Xo hile the Exmperor lay m Tus bed half sleeping
vm"ml’ " ream she pondered long and alone upon the
mmnmgpﬁf; studying every + ord and weighng every
Uted (e v ‘Shen she had decaded what her will was she
who a dmc;fm ion brush and crossed out the words of those
Delay Sbeﬂdiﬂn or war or retaliation agamst the mtruders
Sitengt yot ;hl commanded Do not yield but do not re-
Vast an dymulwl?msse and break the promises Is not our land
qu;:o stngs o :ge.,. hall we destroy the body because a mos
wnpens t::;]ed to discbey for to her handwriting she set the
From 1t ool and she alone except the Emperor could hift it
rom st coller m the impenal bedchamber All that she com
cree esmﬂs prmted 1 the Court Gazette as impe 1al de
e Syays and memonals had been printed daly for exght
Province amd | This gazette was sent by messenger to every
that eve, ﬂh ats vicerov to everv city and its magustrate so
this wll s R the people could know the royal wil And
fol now was the will of one voman young and beautr
eayen, :at alone withm the royal chamber while the Son of
slept.
ce hung readmg the vermibion words was ik ith

mEmpress he said when next they met 1 the wntry sh d
2 of the Imperal L brary I must wam you ag . nd yet
Tf 12 that the temper of these h te men 15 short and savage
ey have not lived the centunes th t our peopl have They
are children When they se wh t they
eir hands to snatch 1t Del y and promuses not kept w
gnly anger them Ve must barg wn with them persuade them
even bribe them to le ve our shares
Tru Hey fashed her splend d eye at um P ay what can
they do? Cun their shups 1l a thous nd miles up our long
coast? Let them hurass a southern cify Does this mean that
they can th eaten the Son of H av n humse
Lthwkitposbl  be said gra Iy
h r tort
Letum hin 1te he sighed

I t w1l not be too
o om looks oo grave for a

fear






mﬂpﬁuml with ime and stem with her own heart Yet
— ns ‘)ee had resolutely studied and read her books she had
P rgf]un[, Lu and her purpose to advance his rank
seemedyh ore the burthday she chanced n passmg or 1t
S chance to see that Lady Me looked pensive She put
P D" hand and stroked the lady s smooth cheek
Sho not think I have forgotten childl
- : inlz(;d mto the pretty eyes that looked up at er star
o togd N ew that this woman whom she called cluld un
e er meaning It was Tzu Hsis secret streagth that
e e put her mind to the large matters of stute ponder
o h‘g }\:xto the mght and far beyond what Prnce hung
e é:‘ t sh e did yet she could at the same time remember
o n‘m hlddm vishes Thus a fe  mights before the bith
i ems she lay i the Emp rors arms sceming half asleep
trmured words
Almost T forgot—
g%go;‘go! what, my heart and live P he inquired He was in
b4 umor because this mght he had found satsfact on
°¥zh to make him feel hms If til a man
G ou know my lord that the Command r of the Imp rial
vard 35 my kinsman? This she aid still seemi g h ¥ a leep
I'know—that 15 I have so he rd
Long ago I made my un le M v nga a prom s¢ corcerm
mzshx;n' and I huve never Lept t} at promise—ch ncl
o

If you mvite um to o r sons brtld y feat my lord my
conscience 1l not teis me
The Emperor w s 1 1, dly rpr @ Wh t—1 guards
man? Will 1t not str jealousy anotg the ls ¢ prices X
theur faraibies?”
Fere 15 al ays je )
doas you will my lord So st
Nev rtl eless in a ttl vhl
wathd aw [ from hm Thet
tired
Mv tooth actes ste dnet and 1ed for all ter teeth
1@ prfory
e shy e 1pp Lt ntte bed and put on b v

Aft e th h
ad sud Do not suy non me tomarro v ™

4 among flo sm 1l my lod But

murmt
he m de shght mavements of
ey whned and sud that she vas

shoes






b day of the feat ds med fine and far the e bovn
mus“ ” eather sandstorms and Tzu Hsi woke to rose and
ers \IC;, n every courtyard n the ity famil es set off fire crach
S e the sun rose and they beat gongs and drums axd
: \.I,lhumlms This w1s true m each aity m the realm and
W all villages and for three diys no one as to work
she }:drme from her bed enrly tmpenous beyond anvthing
ehude erbeen yet careful s her habit was to be cowrte
oo Yo ¢ach woman 1 her place as tenderly careful of her
bt “1!: woman a5 of the hughest of her court ladies She as
tethed she allowed herself to b_dressed she ate Fer mom
g sweetmeats ‘The Heie was then presented to her i his
et ;"bes of scarlet satin  earmg on s head the impenal
ot of Ius unique rank She took hm wn h r arms her heart
Tear breakung with love and pride She smelled s perfumed
heeks and the perfumed plms of hus hittle h nd pl mp and
A vath healthy flesh wnd to hum she whispe ed T am most
"}‘;mne of all women bom 1 pon tht_earth tod ¥
No ehxfmled his baby smule 1t her and tears cam to her yes
o 3 would not be afr1d even of jealous gods She ~as
35008 1 herself and none couId a sa | her on euth or x
eaven Her destiny w s her hiel and buckler
. No 'the hour havig come she summoned he 1id es and
Preceding the Hew m her p lice sedan she went to the Su
 Preme Throne Hall the very center of the Fo bdden C&
{@nd the gl ce the Empercr b d chosen for rece  ng the buth
¥ @ifts Ths centrl and most stcred b 11 T ngtl w st
{hundred fe t 1 w dth o e b nd ed feet n b ght on hun
“dred and t n fect and it v s e | sgest of ail the p 1 cos
F anked by two less t b lls st rose from a bro d blet 1
Prdce knoy m as the Dr gon P vem nt and below th ille rece
s ere five tiers of matble st ps ¢ rved b twe n with Lago
Upon the terrace stood g lded ssterns and incease BI0 T
2 sun duals and graw m as e symb s of iase I
Eurth, and ot was st rrovnded by m rble balu el s B
pillars repeated th 4 ed n mb 1 of th g od1y .
b Csun Mo weed or w
ool 0]
ol § the holl sho ol I etls eel din
snmcSK m rred 2 :o‘;‘ |“ o h dbeenmied with th mor
fir i e po ‘on halled all  nblown seeds of weeds
trees -



Alas so sacred was this Supreme Throne Hill that
woman had ever entered 1t and not even the pride and by
of Tzu Hsi could admut her on this dy She gaeed 3t
golden roof the carved doorw ays and the panted eaves
then 3 sthdrew wto a lesser hall and one she chose the
of Central Harmony prefermng 1t to the other the 1l
Exalted Harmony

Yet the Emperor was mindfut of her When he hnd st
himself upon the Dragon Throne 4nd had there recen
from the nation the Hewr besde hum 1 the arms of A
Rung he commanded that all gits be taken by eonue
the Hall of Central Hurmony Thus Tzu Hsi was Shm“’\
and she examined them and made appraisil and althout
would not express her pleasure at magmficence for ':i b
could be too splendid for her son yet ll who watch ®
face sw pleasure 1n her bright eyes and vivid Jooks ¢
deed the tnbute wns very nich and valunble o

e day was not long enough for the receving of the
and when the sun set those gifts still remunming to b“’;
off from the lower princes and lesser persons were put &
The moon rose and this was the hour for d}e ‘?“"‘fe"iru
mpenal Banquet Hall where only mghty { asts v
Here the Emperor and hus twa Expressos preceded dl 2
they sat at a table set apat nd 1t a table near ther
Hexr sat upon the knees of his uncle Prince hunt ot
peror could not keep his eyes from the child and 1d
httl boy was 10 the gayest mood Hus large eyes 50 b
mothers traveled from one huge candle to another “'(,
s vayed in tasseled lanterns above the tibles and he P2
at them and clapped hus hands and laughed He wore @ 3
of yellow satmn which reached from his neck f0 hl’s‘c:d‘
shoes ard 1 pon at we e embroid red small d agons ¥
stk Upon his head he wore o hat of scarlet satn 8
swith a httle peacock Feather nd around his neck w33
locked as always the chain of gold which Tzu Hst had o
there when he was bora 1o kecp hum xafe from ev
+ ho might wish him dead Al admired the Heir bet 7
spake aloud their prase nor mentioned his health 8
growth 1 st ervel demons hovered near 4

Only Sakota _the Empress of the Eastern Palace look
lum sadly and mud as she was she could not forl

e



ﬁ:\;lsh word or t 0 When the Emperor i court sy urged
e o :ute some dish she shaok 1 er head and sud sh co 1d
m\?;ﬂ‘hshe was not hungry a1d of all the di hes thso € she
S e least and when Tzu Hst deferred to her she pre
b hno! to hear She sat th re at the fewt table tha wa
bud ber Iittle cla like hands heavy with jewels too lirge
ndund ¢ her high headdress her face 1 15 pale 1d pinched
CO“) could blame the Emperar + hen he tumed from this
Consort to the other? Never had Tzu Hsi been so best tful
h-dm endowed 1 sth grace To Sakot s peevi hness she re-
phed ith most perfect pat ence and all who saw her felt the
ar emess of her spmt
Among the low tables set for the thou and guests ho st
m scarlet cush ons eunuchs garbed 1 bnght rohe moved n
slent s\ 1ftness to serve them A1l At the far end of th LR
were the Con t Idses the waves of prnce nlmmiter d
toblemen and at the other vere the nobleme) th m ¢l €5
Nestest to Tru Hss mdeed at h ght b nl the Ladv M 3
ad her seat and Taw Her looked do vn upon hes and <1 led
Both knev shere Jung Lu s t tho gh at dstant e
Em’sts“md red doubtless hv the Commande
ad been so honored but when the q estion
2 hand to some eunuch p ssmg b h h dth w5 &
He s the hangman of the Empr s of the West Plee
and here by her command
To this no farther rem ko )4 bem d Cowt mu 1
Mean B le the hours of fe tnzp & the €07
s pled u wp therd i O
pon thesr n nth 1 e T tage
and the theater 1 ent on for tho e Toe T G 2 o 1%
36 rused Tueh enough for t1 EP 78 ME 0y 7" et

Uot above th He fNf 1
E“nuchvce«:n:\h-l,,:w;w y th e ndl sl med 1 d gt ed
nd the feast d v, ne O nd ¢ commanded the Chief
o

Eunuch whenh h d 1t ™

L 1l the nobles but none + as
i Then eunu hs ‘i\rr‘lln} ;::F l’] a to vas not noole
erved to the € O 1'% 1she beckoned  th

s w
}'fzu He 1 f}cl?;[nj = d‘f!sll nyl g alvaysvat hing moved
er jew
1 -
quickly toter ta from me to my Jansman ™ T
“Take this | of a a3



comm nded in her clewest voice She put the porce b cover
uy hers abo b4l hds thisted andg et vl bah
hid itoth twohmnd of e esnuch And La Linying
pro d b be the Tearer cumed 1t 13 both hands to Jung Lu..)
whoroc tyret ety ht two hinds He set it down and
turming tov wd the Fmpr s of the Westem Palace he bowed
nne times to 1 fy b thanks
Al t1h ceiscd wmd s tumed to eves But Tzu He
secmed not to rotice fsterd  he looked do vn at Lady Mer
and smiled 1gam hs moment U o pissed The Cluef Eu
nuch motioned to the mu 11 ns ind Fresh music soared it
the air vlile the 11t ds hes  ere presented
The moon was hagh the ho r vas late All wted for the
Emperor to rt e wd nake hus viv agan to the terrice vhere
s edan vated But he d 1 not mise He clipped fus hands
and 1t e Chief Eunuch cni»d out for the musie to be stilled
“Whatna 2 Ter Ha mguined of Prince Rung
Emjress 1donotknot  h sad
ST nee fell once mare  pon those feasting and eves tamed }
o the doors throy gh winet the  nuchs came wd vent
The Son of Hewen leaned toward i beloved My heart
e Fuispercd ook ty ard the great doors!™
Tz H 1 looked and he 52 six eunuchs bemng 4 tr ¥ of
goll o hein that they hid fted it upon thew heads ard
cro ched b neath st Upon this t ay stood the wmage of a huge
peach pold on one side red on the other A peach? 1t was
the ssmbol of long hfe
Ansounce my gift to the Fortunate Motl er of the Heirl
41 ¢ Emperar now commanded }is brother
Prince hung rose “The @it of the Son of Heaven to th
Fortunate Mother of the Heul™
All rose and bowed whle the eunuchs brought the tray to
‘Tzu Hst and stood holding 1t before her
“T e the peach with your hands ” the Son of Heaven now
commanded
She put her hands upon the gant sweet It spht and £l
apart Inside she s1% 2 pair of shoes made of pink sitin 2
embroidered with fine stitches mto Bowers of gold and s hes
thre d and in the threads were cwught gems of every hue
The hedds high and st ia t} e Manchu fashn benuath the,



widdle of the soles were «tudded with
0 v(gosel) that the satn was enecru‘:;;d ik pears from India
mzumﬂsl hited brlhant eyes to the face of the Son of
* For me my lord?”
b or you alone  he sad
“m\;«s a daring guft, the symbol of mans lustful love for

“E:él prors came up from the south and soon Evil enough
e helfi“ before but Yeh the Vicerov of the kwang p ov
. ; back the worst until the holiday was over Nov
g }:\u longer conceal fresh disaster He sent cou 1€ s by
o 2} orseback 1o the capital saymg that the Engl shman
s hmgm agam made threats to attack the aity of Canton
attleshe with six thousand warmors ho  aited upon his
ven ips m the harbor at the mouth of the Yearl Rver
4 were there no Chmnes rebels fudden n the aty tre
wal:mal Armues could not have held the gates Alas the ¢ty
— Totten with these rebels who called them elves Chr st ns
er the leadership of the madman Hung that ygnorant nd
I:Of‘werful man who declared contmually that be was sent by
oreign rod named Je us to overthrow the Manchu throne
When this desperate news carr e to the mpen 1 city Prince
ung recesved 1t first and he dared not pr sent it to the Fm
Peror Since the H ars birthday fea t the Eraperor h & not

{2d then to quiet hus pasns he
e could not tell day from night P ince hung s o

to Tzu Hsi aslang audienc  t onc
Trapert 1 L b ary and

ally Prpce Tsai and

younger bruthgsraof the Son of b}xe ven a prince y (il!dmg ”;‘d
dom but g1 ento nyy and pee 1

thout vit and less isdun Bt 8 56 0 UL e Pamuchs

p:t
e The o £ or UL 'S0 the nows whieh £ o @
hs he's roll upon  hich the Viceroy had wr t

awn b

Kung re d fr =
ten thh
Uery gavey

grave Su Shun muttered
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He 115 a tall broad man hus face powerful and corrse
Tzu Hsi wordered ho v he could be the father of so d
a bty us her fa onte Lady Mer
Ve v grave Prmce Y1 agreed 1n a ligh hittle vorce
S prwve Prnce hung sud  that we must ponder #
que ticn of + hether this Elgin havang serzed the ety of C«
ton ind there entrenched hinself may demand that he be
reccved here at the Impernial Court
Tzu Hs: struck o)e hand upon the other Never!
“Venerable Prince hung sad sadly I venture to suggest
that  cnnot r fise so strong an enemv.
We nust use cunming she retorted  We must st} prom
1se and delw
Ve c ot prevall  Prince hung declared
But the Grind Councilor Su Shun now came forward “We
dd prevarl t o vears ago  hen the Englishman Sevmo-
brok #1to th e exty of C nton_You will remember Prince th
he 1sdmenoitagua At that tme a bounty of thuty siv f
peces as offered for ev v Enghsh head and when sudf
h sy er pres ntd to the Viceroy he ordered that ther b
cund thro th th street of the city He command  al
t tth for . arel ouses be bumed down Upon this the
Engl b thdres
“Th v did ndeed Prince i agreed
Still 1n ce hung vefused to ag ee He stood tall and hand
some wnd stror g too vet i to speak so boldly as Pe did be
for these men e ertteless he spoke “The Englsh + itk
dr w onh to send for more armies Nov those armies have
come More er this time the French d sinng to seize oy
poss=s n Indo-China have promised to aid the Lngled
aganst us and onc. more they have used the excuse of *
French poest tortured and hilled 1 Ky angs Moreove
agun 1t1 sad that thiy Lord Elgin has recenved mstructior®
from Yis nler the Qu = of England to d mand re 1de &
here 1 our ¢ ipltal for o msmster from | er court wheneser s
shall owih
Tz1 Hst s unchanged in her will but such as ter 1®
spect D Pri ce hung and b r desire to keep Fis Iovalts that
she spe ke cot rteously
Idyy tdouttth tyouare nght andy t1s onderif &
are Surcly my suster queen of the west does not know ™
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Auslord demands in her name Else why 15 1t that 1l this did
0t happen to us before when we drove them  ay?”

Prnce hung explamed still patently The delav Em
ress hay been cansed onlv by the Indin mutiny of hich I
bt 301 some months ago You remember that the hole of
im0y conquered by Engl nd and when rebellion o5
mﬂe recently and many Englishmen and 1 omen e e killed

e E glsh armies put 1t do vn with fnghtft] force N> they
!Nme here for further conquest I fear—I fe —it 1s thrin
k‘;\“‘ one day to possess our country as thev do Indi  Who
ﬂms how far their greed will reach? An sland people is

avs greedy for when they muluply they ha eno h r to
pread 1f we fall th whole of our world will fall with us
This v e must prevent at any cost

We must indeed  Tzu Hsi agreed
) She w 5 snll unbeheving Her va e vasnotg e 1o her
Manter concerned as she went on  Yet the dst e are
"7 at our walls are strong and I thmk d aster ¢ ¢ ot hap
*n soon or eastly Moreover the So of Heav n 15 to Il to
be disturbed Soon we must le e the aity fo th umner
; t action be postponed until the hot season 1z p t nd ve
V“'e retumed from the Summ r Palace Serd o d to the
iceroy to promise the Engh h to memoral ze the Throne
and present the r demands Wh n e recer ¢ the memo al
%¢1 U send word that the Son of H av n s3ll nd w m st
*ait unti the cold weather come b fore he 15 ell enough

"‘\;kc; decisions : 3

tsdom  the Grand Con tor et

“Wisdom indeed Prince Tsa no d nd Prace Y1
!\lded bis head up and lovn P mce hungk pt slent ex
£t for the heayy sigh he d ew up from s boom

But Tzu Hsi would not heed thes ghs nd she put an

the Impe ol Lib ary she _ent to
end 1o the audience From D!
the palace where her son 1ved w il his nurses and his u
nuch; ed vith hm for hat s watching him  hile

ichs and she stay ' he hnees s hen he woke a d
be slept and holding ki EP% 5 1" cling ta her h nd
en when he vsh d to walk s
1 wyee of her str ngth and 5 soluton and
n dum s the SO B ere and renewed he ca 1
;V{hen shei]felizl;gad her j wel m th lotus and she 1
u?:.fm e:" 2 he ot and i);;ng Her heart was soft



lave and she caught the child to her and held hum close
her und longed that she could keep him as safo as onre Ie
hid beer 11 her own bodv

Fr m these hours « th the chid Tzu Ha retumed to
00 palaces refreshed wd she set herself to her continu
tak to tudy all ltters and ncmonals which came before
the Throne a1d to decxde + hat the Emperor must comman
n reply

In these months before the summer she arranged for e
m rrage of her sist 1 to the Seventh Prince whose name was
Chun fus personal name I huwmn 5he had private audienct
with this Pn < that she mught obsenve him herself on het
sisters behal ard thouch he had an vgly face and a he
100 11 ge for bis body he found him to be honest and su
ple a mwn ¢ ithout amiati n for Himself and grateful to ber
for the alliance with her 1 ter The marmnage was made
the departure of the Cot t for Tuan Ming Yuan but ther

as no fewsting, 1 respect for the dly ess of the Emperor ané
Tza H o b reelf only kne v that on the appomted day hef
515 er went with proper curemony to Prince Chuns palats
which was outside the 1 alls of the Fortbidden City

The summer passed sadly even st Yusn Ming Yuan §o1
de e Emperor was !l no musnic could be made no
atne §s allo od no merrym hmyp emoyed The glorfous days
follo -don upon another but Tz1 Hst mundful of her dit
mty did not so much as co mmand a boating party on the
Lotus Lake and ste fved much alone Nor did she dare 10
recognize sull further her kinsman jung Lu for gossip he?
sprimg up after the barthday feast hke smoke ia = dry forer
and 1t was everyr hure hnown that to him she had once been
betrothed Untd her po ver was beyond assail she could not
do more for Jung Lu jest what she did be used agawnst het
to the Emperor or if he died against her son Young tho B
she v as and passionate sh was mistress of herself and whet

she withed she could be strong in patience
The Court returned early m the autumn of that year to the
Forbudden City the harvest feasts were observed quietly o
as the peaceful montl & p1s ed by Tzu Hsi believed that st¢
had d cided wisely not to allow a war to be made nga i
\he forelgners For thc Victroy Yeh sent up better news
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Teported that the Enghshmen though angry at delays were
Relpless and that thewr leader Lord Elgm passed the days
at Hong Kong stamping his feet and sighmg
\, Droof Tzu Hsi declared 1n tnumph  that the Queen of
e West 15 my ally
Only the Emperors 11l health made Tza Hs sad She did
5ot pretend even m her own heart to love the motionless
pallid figure that lay all but speechless upon his vello  satn
cushions but she feared his death because of the turmoil of
the succession The Heir was still so young that ere the
Dragon Throne to fall to ham now there would be mighty
quarrels over + ho would be Regent She and sh ol ne must
the Regent but was she able yet to seuze the Th one wnd
Bold it for her son? Strang men 1 Manchu clans vould ome
ard 10 assert therr clams The Heir m ght even bo set
oo and 4 new suler take s place A the ¢ we e plots
secrywhere She knew 1t for Lt Lien ving b ought h ¥ ne §
that Su Shun was plottng and persu di g Prince 1 to plot
with hum nd Prince Cheng made an ev | third Th e ere
Yesser plots and weaker plotters Who could kno  them all?
Her fortune was that her advisor Prince hu g s honor
able and made no plots and th t the Ch ef Eunuch An Teh
B2 sth ol his command 1 the pal ces a d ove th other
emuchs was loyal to her because she was the beloved (£ s
master the Emperor From habrt f st and then becau_ he
bad fa ed well vnder hys mast  the Ch f Eunu b1 v d ths
frail ruler and he stayed alvay m a_the vast ¢ rved bed
wpon which he lay unmovmg nd s ldom spe lng J
he Ch ef Eunuch who heard wh n th Emp o Wi £ T
dhe who le ned ov rhum toh a wh twas ane BOTC
Ftimes m the n aht wh n oth s stept the Ch f Eunu
; !olﬂhrd\tkheEmp:r
dlone to fetch Tzu Hs by
afrayd and th t he er ved T8 I8 e Tk follo d the
of her face Th n WI3PP" gev ys, nd she entered
Chief Eunuch along 01 1 31’5 ways burned_She took
the dun chamb  WBeTE 1175704 he held th Emperors
her seat be de th B 1 e nhers and sho let un gaze
h nds so chll ;m% ! yes tender tov ard him to conf rth
at her and m de BT ETIT 0 she could steal avav .

Thus she ¢ B "0 “tching from a distance
Cluet Evouch 141



perfect patrence and her steadfast courtesy and careful Jnd
ness and he began from that day to fix upon her the same
de otion and loyalty that he had given the Emperor since Brst
he cume into the gates t child of twelve castrated by
aun father that he mught serve mside the unpenl atv He
v as a thief sometimes this eunych he took what he Jiked for
hrmself from the vast stores belonging to his master and
Tnew that he had he ped grent treasures for himself He could
be eruel too and men died by rope and knife when he held
h's thumb downward to make the sign of death But m thot
lon ly heart of i hidden beneth the lavers of his mcreasing
flesh and fat he loved his o ereign and him only ind when
he saw the Emperor daily nearer death he transferred that
strance nd steadfast de otion hour by hour to the womw
young and beautsful and trog whom the Emperor loved
above ll others and 1 o1 1d so love until he ceased ta breat

None 1 ere prepared th refore for the hudeous ne vs which
reached the palice gates me duv at twilight m the early
« mter of that vear Itv v a dav | ke others a griy dav chill
and threatening snow The city had been quiet some busi
ness done but without hvelines Within the palace there had
been hittle commg to and f 0 no audsence for matters of im
portance had come before Prince hung on the Emperor s be-

alf and de ssiony were po tponed

Tzu Hst had spent the div m punting Lady Mo her
tencher stayed by her side no longer instructing or forbid
ding but watching while her impers ) pupil brushed a picture
of the branches of a peach tree ;m bloom It was no easy tash
to please her teacher and Tzy Hst took pains and warked 13
sitence First she must ink her brush in such a y ay that §F'
one stroke she co1ld give the branch its outline and tlso 1s
shading and this she d d + ith care and perfectly

Lady AMizo commend d her Well done Venerible”

*1 am not £ ushed Tzu Hyu replied

Voith equal care she drew gnother branch jnt rtwiung
with the first To this Ladv Muao remained sdent Tz Hst
gt} e d her evebro vs mto a fro

You do not hke s hat 1 have done?”
Tt is not what I like or da not hke Venerable ﬂ?
saad. “The quesbon you must ask y oucself is whether 01‘¢
4. ¥



ter punters of peach blossoms would so have intertwimned two
branches 1n this fashion
Why would they not?” Tzu Hs: demanded
\mlnshnct not reason rules where art 1s concemned the
vsad Simply they would not
Tra Hst made her eyes big and pressed her red lips to
Efﬂ‘lerdand prepared contention but Lady Mo refused to
conten

I you Venerable wish to mtertwine the branches thus
then do so  she sd muldly ‘The tune has come hen you
pamt as you wish

She pansed 1nd then sud thoughtfully her dehicate head
hited to gaze at her pup! You are an amateur ene able
and 1t 15 not needful that you should be profess onal as I
must be for I am an artist and all my family have b en art
jsts Yet were you free to be an artist beanng no b rdens of
{nstion and state you Venerable would have been among the
greatest of all artists I see po ver and precision m vou brush
and this 15 gentus + h ch needs only use to be complete Alas
your Ife has not time enough for this gre thess t be ds
toall the others vou possess

She could not fimsh While Tzu Hs: Listened her great eyes
fixed upon her teache s face the Chicf Eunuch b1 st o the
pavilion where the 1 dtes sat Botl tumed to hm amaZ
and startled and indeed te was a fearful ght He b d run
all the way from somewhere his eves were rolling d re l:iy
toburst h s breath coming out of hum m garp that fo e s
breast hus bull, of fesh pile and et w th sweat T o streams
pere runming down s jellied che ks mspt f eol "

“Venerable he bav led Vene ble—prepare vw;‘se ose
. Tzu Hst rose mstantly to hear the news of de th—who
eath?
“Vencrable the Chief Eunuch roared 3 messenter from
Canton—the city s lost—the foreigners ha e serze : :—'em
y 15 taken! He was chimbimng down the ety ;V;] 0 escape—
She sat down agan It as d.saster‘bu: n&e ;emb‘“ ceu

Collect your wits sh sard stemnly to was s de
auch I thought f om your Jooks that the enemy
he p lace gat s .

Nevertheiess she put down 4;," brushes and Lady M
1



withdre v silently The Chief Eunuch waited wiping hus sweat
away with his sleeves

Invite Prince hung to jon me here  Tzu Hsi commanded
“Then do vou return and take your place with the Emperor

Yes \enerible the Chief Eunuch smd humbly and made
haste away

In a few mnutes Prmce Rung cwme alone bnnging no
counailor or other prince He knew the worst for he hmself
had received from the exhausted couner the memonal wnit
ten 1n an unhno vn hand but bearnng the Viceroy s own seal
and he brought 1t v 1th him

Reid tttome Tzu Hsi sud when she had acknowledged
his obes ance

e read it slowly and sh histened sitting upon her bitle
throne n her own library her eves thoughtful upon the pot
of yellow orchids on the table She heard all that the coun ¢
Fa1 told the Clief Eunuch and nich more Six thousind
Wwestern varriors had 1inded and thev had marched to the
pates of Canton nd there had ttacked The impennl forees
had made a sho v of T oise nd bravery and then had fAed and
the Chinese rebels hiding 1n 1de the city had opened the gites
and Jet the foreign enemy come m Th Viceroy hearng the
el news had run from s pal ce to 1 parapet on the oty
wll ind then his officers b d let hun dow n by 2 rope But
halfway down the Chinese had s>n him dangling und they
shouted to the enemy who v rmed up the wall 1 d cut him
down and took hum prisoner All high offclals v re taken pnis
oners and the Viceroy as deported to Caleutta in d stant
Indix Th n the West m men arrogant and honoring no one
set up a new government all Chinese and thus defi d
Manchu dvnasty Stdl wor & the memarial continuel the
Enclishmen declired thit they hid new demands from ther
own Queen Empress but they v ould not s1y what these were
Instead they wnsisted that they v ould appear before the Fm
peror 1 Peking and tell lam shat they would have

In this quiet place wlere an ho ir ago Tzu Hsi had painted
peach blassoms the dreadful news now fell upon her Ste
b 1rd it and said not one word She sat musing and Prince
hung looking sidewsse at Fer pitsed the beautif 1l and lonely
wornan and waited for her to speak

“We cannot recesve these I ateful strangers at our coust,
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she said at Tast  And still T do believe they use Victoras
nmame wathout her knowledge Yet I cannot reach her distant
throne nor reveal to our people the mortal illness of the Em
;“’m’ The Heir 13 still too young, the succession 1s not clear
s:,f must deny the foreigners entrance At any cost we must
ﬂl d:hy and promwe and delay agamn making winter our

(Cl15¢
He was greatly sorry for her in the mdst of his o m deep
alam and ke spoke ;re‘r'zdy
4 Empress 1 say what 1 have already sud You do not un
erstand the nature of these men It 1s too late Their patience
1 at an end
b Let us see she said and that was all she ould sav To
15 pleadings and to his advice she shook her he d her face
Pale and the black shadows creeping beneath her tragic eyes
Letussee she said let us see

Heaven helps me Tzu Hs: told herself and ndeed that
winter was cold beyond any that man had kno n Day after
day when she rose and looked from her window th sno v Iay
deeper than the day before Impenal cour ers t the south
took three times as long as usual to reach the ¢ pt 1 and 2t
was months hefore her reply could rea b Ga ton gan ThS
aged S cetoy Yeh wwas now  vastng away w a pr on m €2l
Cutta, winthar the Eng! h hd t ansported um but he heatt
was Fard agamst hum He had foled the Thon and © %
cuse was strong enot gh to fo give hun such def hﬂ ve
gxel Pity and mercy she would keep for those who could s€!

er

4 bitte and

W nter crept slowly by st le v§ to b d on the
uneasy spring She long o
date trees and for th b MYR 8 proom 4, warm d by the

m
such flow rs in b I d5'in © ges to be bung so that she
trees she comm 5:‘,,lg B she thought of the p nl in wheh
could hear th EY camforted he to_open the ¢ ges an
| the nat_n stoo% g ule on her shoulders an
¢ the bids 8y © 145






natural beauts of skv and water and earth When she slept
at night she did not dream of lovers but of g1 d 1s not el
closed and of the peacefulness of moonhght on the ba e and
dlsénm Rills She spent hours poring over lndscipe scrolis
::a l‘ﬂ(llﬂ!ed scenes 1mag ning she valked bes de nivers or the
Md“; that at might she slept n pme forests 0 1 a temple
by dm a bimboo grove \When she voke she ept for
h ese dreams were as real as memortes clear and never to be
forgotten but v hich she could never see

But one day suddenlv as a storm comes do m the rumors
of the evil for which she felt herself il a  aitng came
;\mag north vard and mstantly she put aside all hope of
uan Mg Yuan The ' estern men  ere mov ng 1 p the cowt
m ships of war Impenal couriers n relay rn d and n ght
to tell the ne vs | efore the ships could rea h 1 T hu forts
atTentsin which aty v 15 a scant eighty mile fron the eap-
Mal stself No v consternation fell on evervone on commoners
aswell 25 on courtiers The Emperor bestirr»d hms If a d he
commanded h s Grand Councilors and min ste s a d prnces
togathe 1 the Audience H 1 and he sent a_ummo s to the
two Consorts to seat themsel es behind the Dr gc  Screen
There Tzu K1 ent leaning on he eunuchs
sat herself v pon the higher of the t o small thr ne there In
awhle Tzu An the Emp ess of the East m P 1ce came
too and Tzu Hs1 1lwayvs cou teous rose 1 dwitd hleshe
sat on the other throne That Emp ess
vears for she vas mot yet thrtvt o He f
long and th n and melancholy a d she made futs d smile
when Tzu Hs1 pre sed her hand

Yet s ho could think of one when all were threatened? In
silence the noble assemLly st ned to Pru ce hung 22 he stood
to announce the evil ne s Th Tmperor w1 s gald o robes
and seated on the Dr gon Th o € bow Int adlo his
face half dden by 2 uhen fan he held z B £ ght hand

When proper greet g8 had be n made I ¢ hog Do
ceeded to the hard truth 1e must tell In sp te of all the
Throne Fas done to prevent them the le;s ha e rlx’nt e
et th Tt yare e ennov onthes s I0 O
coast th rshys rmed and carrywng a0 F ’:"
they will halt at the forts of T bo and not ent ¥ 1 10



proper at Tientsm from whence 1t would be but a short
march to th s siered plice

A grow burst from the kne ling assembly and they bowed
their heds to the floor ~

Prince K ing faltered and s ent on It 15 toa soon for me
to speak Yet I fear I fear that these barbartans will obey
neither our laws nor our ehiquettel The least delay and they
v ill come even to the gates of the impenal palices unless
they are bribed nd pe suaded to return south 1gun Let us
face the worst let us cense dreamung The last hour 15 come
Ahead 15 only sorro v

When the full text of the memorial which Prince hung had
written 1 s read and presented the Emperor ended the audi
ence commanding the assembly to withdraw and consider jts
judgment and advice So saying he rose and supported by
two princes i brothers he vas about to come down from
the Throne + hen suddenly Tzu Hsis clear voice rose from
behind the Dragon Screen ‘

*“I who should not speak must nevertheless break my proper
silencet

The Emperor stood 1nc rtun tammg his head left and
nieht Before him the assembly knelt with heads bowed to the
foor and they remaned motionless None sooke

In the silence Tzu Hs s voice rose agam It is I who have
counseled patience with these Western barbanans 1t 33 [ who
have ert d delay and wait and now 1t 1s I who say 1 hne
been wron,, Tehange T declare agamst patience and wuting
and delay T ery war ag st the Western enemy—war and
death to them all men women and chidren! 7

Had her voic been that of 1 man they would have shouted
yea or nay But it was the voice of 3 womn though she was
an empress None spoke none moved The Cmperor waited
tus head drooping and ten sull supported by his brothers
hecam down from the Throne while all heads were bowed
to the floor and he entered hs yellow palanquin and sur
rounded by Binnermen and guards he returmned to hus paltce

After Inm 1 proper time the two Consorts also withdrew
saying not a word to each other exeept what  as necessary
for courtesy but Tzu Hsi could see that Tzu An shunned her
and looked away And Tzu Hsi returned to | r own apart
ments while the day passed to wait for the impenal summons

14%



but none came Ta silence she pored over her books her mind
e cted. When evening eame near and she was wot called,
tnquired of Li Lien ying her eunuch and he told her that
e bmperor had dallied all day with one and another of his
e concubmes and had not mentioned her name This he
heard from the Cluef Eunuch who had been compelled
1031 by hus master’s s de and bear with bus _hums
“enerable * Li Lien ying said “be sure the Son of Heaven
uot forgotten vou, but he is afraid no  of hat may
Ppen. He waits for the judgment of his mumsters
Then ¥ amg defeated!” Tzu Hs exclumed
was speech too plan agunst the Emperor and L
Lien ymg pretended he had not heard He felt the teapot and
muttered that 1t was cold and he bustled way with the pot
@ s hands hus ugly face blank and unsmiling
The nest day Tzu Hst heard the nes s she had fo escen.
16 %as to be no resistance even noy  ag inst the imvadery
drom the West. Instead by advice of his councilors and
minsters the Emperor appomted three honorable m n to go
© Tienton to negotate with the Enghshman Lo d Elgm
Among these three the chief was K e1 Liang the father of
‘l;':‘n"e Rungs ife a man known fo Ius good sense and his
ion..

Ate alas) Tzu Hst cmed + hen she heard hus n me “Thus

:,‘:2.'1“' man will pev  oppose the enemy He 15 too old, too
and too yield

She was night mdeed On the fousth day of that seventh

£2n5 had gamed th i deman
allowed muust s re dent Pel
the ealm without subm tung
o 5 Soud mﬁ‘ﬁ;":’f}' ot iled the stuff of legal trade
s Op U ot of Hankow mn the heast of the Em
e great mvel PO 0 e sea was mamed treaty port

bue a thousand Mm% Y 10 brng thewr £ milies.

ot wad
\"-Hamber and for three days 'l;Q e

king thewr prests and






!
' wubtle nowadays he sent mumisters to the white men ruling
- the wty of Canton through the Chinese governors they had
 #pointed, and thes mimsters were to coax and brbe the
, Mhite men not to come north agam because the treaty was
v ot sealed
" Let them be content with their southern trade the Em
peror commanded ““Tell them we are friendly if they remam
where they are Did they not come here for trade?”
What if they refuse? Prince hung asked
Remembenng what Tzu Hsi had smid mn the long mght
when they were alone together the Empero tephed “Tell
m 1f you must, that we will meet them later at Shangha:
10 seal the treaty This 15 to go halfway tovard them Can
ey complan that we are not generous?
For Tzu Hsi had sad feigning mdiffer nce to matters of
stafe  Why sign the treaty? Let them hope and if they are
3lmpauem say 1t will be signed at Shangha: halfw y up the
ast If they come there then t will be tmme to decde
what to do
This she said, while sec etly she held war 5 the final
%eapon If the mvaders came to Sh ngha would 1t not be
Proof that only death could end th 1 advance?
The noblemen departed early m the year 1 th these cm
mands and that same spring as soon as the earth » s free
of frost the Emperor commanded that the Tahku forts near
Tientsin were to be strengthened and to be m nned with g\ms
and cannon bought from Amer ans This w st bh e
secretly so th t the Englsh ka v nothng of 1t Such p' 03
sere seeded nto us mund n dleh urs hle 'l"z-;l H lb me:d
m and made dutiful love to hm and x‘s‘edshe";. " found
u:ales and ve ses from the f rbdden s
n the eunuchs 1branes ought
What dismay thn henn € ﬂ‘fss“u'? T t‘i::m:"er:e’:n e
news f om the Enp rors WAl B T o th o ships were
would m ke no COMPTOR o past Sh nglai this time
sail ng northwa d up G28 PR et But the Court and the
und ¢ the Faghshm 2 137572 themselves not afr d The
commene s of the ¢ %G 17 fmpe ral solde s hd ben
;‘r ol: s?dﬂgwg e rdforbavery In calm and
wat @ for th ot 151
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<ew
hs;g:n atx;qd the golden images from the altars The gems
sncens e fmpenal thrones were torn out and jeweled
ground. wete carted away Fine porcelas were broken and
-y Qut)h the earth except where some more clever robber
et with all 3‘: value Jade pieces were stolen or smashe:
Vere saved ever robbery less than one tenth of our treasures
our prec. even to be enjoyed by our enemies The rest of
At flous and d licate possesstons the bequeathed mher
e bumnufr Tmpenial Ancestors was crushed mto pieces by
Bowhn, ‘;u the barbanan guns or tossed into the ar by
Pl Wlite mien n wild games Last of olf Qe whole
y ﬂ&measl;et afire For two davs and mights the sky was 1t
Pames the clouls dark w th smoke Yet not sotisfied the
dtstrn)gds ex‘:’\uhed into the uttermost folds of the hills and
o e e e
F“‘;veis and robbers ” e barbartans came the local
" Tears crept from under Tzu Hsis closed evel ds as sh
hor 1s closed evel ds as she
"o fetembered what the couner had <ad and her woman
Do g wiped them away with a ke chiet
1 w::t ‘f‘eep Venerable she s 1d tende ly
Voner®, tor :.}l:at which 15 no more Tzu Hs sad
5ad to comfort h!esr palace too 1s beautiful Li Lien ymg
She did not snswer To her Jobol vas oot b sl Cen
fines ago the Ancestos Empero Ch ep Jomd bad built this
fortess palace a hundred mules north of Peiang_ and Fe loved
well th vld and and hued landscape 12 which 1t stood_the
es of sand and ek and wm the distance the mosntews of
In sand and rock stretched agamst a k¥
M“’mmst to this b rren land Chien Lung had m de_the
ace the more go geous The valls were hung with bro-
oy o more £0 SE0US e of mamy colors the celings
poneiey s and embro N eold and across U em gold drayons
l’)(’;;ad their ) weled Jengt) The table ﬂn‘(il Ch:ius lan.;l vnf;
Eem!s brought f om the uth we o carv d and nlax wi
b Ah but she longed forg ¢ 18 n;\d h&es for, fm;, tains and
rooks! Here water W &m0 & I ccious than jade It was car
fied upon the b cks of hear 55 £ om lmls w Iis duy, nto the
Zesert, and whep these f u«)!8 ‘(rom a distant oasis Wit



her heart a fever of anger bumed might and day beca
Yuan Ming Yuan now lay in ashes because mn the cap
Prince hung stood a suppliant before the barbanans beent
here m this remote and dreadful palace prevented by }
enemies she could not approach the Emperor She was
tic with anger and anvety and the discipline she enforcer
upon herself to hide what she felt dramned the strength fre
her very bones

And how could she preval agunst her enemies wher
here she had no fnends? The Three hid declared themse
against her on that fearful day when the Court hid
the Summer Palace For she had not ceased to resust fl
even while the Court had fled But they her enermes
persuaded the weak and foolish man who was Emperor tha
he was m danger of his ife She remembered how easily
had yielded and so swiftly that he had left his pipe his h
his papers on the table of his bedchamber It smote her
to think that when the barbarians had pushed into that
penal place they must have seen these things and laughed
loudly to know how frightened was the Sen of Henven Why
should this be an atrow into her heart when oll else was
gonet

She rose abruptly from her charr pushing aside with het
hand the fan that Li Lien ylng agamn wielded with slow
patience and she began most restlessly to pace the floor vp
and dovn up and down, while outside the closed windows
the h t  inds howled

W 11 she knew what the plot vas Su Shun and his allies
and thes 3 bordinates had taken fiight with the Emperor
but they f1d seen to 1t that the mimisters and counailors wha
mugtt have helped her agamst them were left behind Sho
had perceived the conspiracy too late and she was helpless

No she h d one ally only one for even Su Shun could
not prevent the Impertal Guard from 1ts duty to protect the
Fmperor

She tumed imperiously to Li Lien yin

Summon my kinsman the Commander of the Impenal
Guard] T would ask his counsel

Now LI Lien ying had never before falled to obey fmme
diately whatever command she put upon him AWhiat ‘was her
surpnise to see bum hesitate the fan hanging io his hmdb\’

16.



Come come™
¥ e ” she Insisted
Hlofel upon bus knees before her “V
.\mr compel me to obey this er “Venerable * he hegged
Why not?” she asked 4 one command ”
¥ Jung Ly Bamself was severely Surely it could not be
5 enerable, 1 dare m tagm’s’t her
o will have my long\?e say” L1 Lien ying stammered
Lol ot he promsed # X speak
continged afy
:}“Oxds out of h':t:dm::lveﬂheless and she could 10t pull
threatened to hy at last she flew mto a great rage
“thout delay Thus \g;s tum beheaded 1f he dd not speak
iqujd not ot et he whispered that the Fmperar
at-that~she and ]u:‘:g 1;:3cause her enemies had told hum
o they u—
y e nodded o head Tovers?” she demanded
Lars she g ead and tid his face m bis hands
_She had to uttered  “Liars—hars~
Seeling eunpy }‘;e"t her anger somehow and she struck the
aotonlisy et vath he foot and be fell over and lay thezo
Oing and g‘ofn ;“‘i went ragong up enddo m the gr th
Suddmry S shJs edm{)gh ske chmb d mount I3
iy she stopped befo the sieat eunu B "
ne all What el commanded 1 dar say you h ve not 10!
He else do you know that 1 am not tol
us sIe:“w!ed to hus feet nd waped hus sw abnd £ ce with
vhat (h":s:‘t/;ne at;le—l have not slept @ @ ght sT° Thead
ree plot
She made he efes  de and termble “Wh tdo they p! 7"
N Venerable he falte ed 1 canniot SBC the t a torous
Yrds They plot—they lot—to seize the R g ncy them
"Ksﬂ"mﬂ then—and th n-="
L my sonl she B9
beVenemble 1 proms Y o1 did ot
- ,‘%}ytm calm youﬁelf‘?
N She at %SJ:‘::}, ::‘;g'(‘ at ol olr again and smoothed her
ot S
IChee‘(?i v;“"éﬁh[ trupmp! many months 8go Vene able—a
small rumo_ B Wi - il ot
2 oy out Fnd y_u were sit ol
e n et te wd Pl cixsnag i 1 told you every
L

1 rso far asth t



T hear you would cast me n prison to silence me Those
sit 10 high places must always be surrounded by the swarmh
sults of gossp And you Venerable were lugher than
the rest Who could have thought that the Son of H
would have heeded these lower onest™ .
lou should have used that stupd bram of yours” sh
cried “You should have remembered that in the years befor
1 came 1t was Su Shun who was the well belaved of the Em
peror They were young men together and because th
Emperor was weak and gentle he loved that wild
youth who hunted and drank and gmbled and hved ke
savage Recall how thus same Su Shun rose from a small pos
tion In the Board of Revenue to be Assistant Grand s
and ho v he brought about the death of Po Chun that »,
and honorable man, so that he himself could have #
power!

It had been so wdeed In the days before her child &
bom 1 hen she had won the Emperors love one day b
had come to her an aged prnnce the Grand Secretary T
Chun She had been too young then too new to palace wave
to comprehend the tangles of mtrgue Therefore she
Listened wnthout thought while the good old man besought
her to speak for hum to the Emperor

1 do not have his ear now lady " he said mourmnfully
while he stroked his scanty beard already white

“Of what are you accused by Su Shun?” she inquired

Lady 1 am accused of enriching myself at the Thrones
expense Thys fellow this Su Shun has whispered to the
Emperor th t I hold back montes from the Impenal Treas

urv

“Why should he say s0?” she asked

“It is he who 15 the robber and he knows T know it 7 the
old Prince said

She could not doubt his plain and honest Jooks and tod
tnnocent she promised to speak for tam to tie Empetor
and had done so But n those days the Emperor still favored
Su Shun and he believed lum and 30 the old man had been
beheaded and Su Shun then took his place Her anger
mounted afresh as she remembered how Su Shun began 1o
hate her Only the Emperors quickly growing love for hw,

1684



* bad saved her agamst Su Shuns anger Ah she had been too
e of her power—look at her now|
Seddenly xmable now to bear the heat wathin her heart,
$he stood up and Lited her nght hand and stapped Li Lien
,z"'g first on one cheek and then on the other until his eyes
“tered and he could not get his breath, But he sad nothing
e 0 bear such anger was hus duty
“There she cried  and there and there—not to tell me
& tmcel Ob, evil silencel
With this she sat down agam and put her palms to her
theeks and sighed for full five mmutes or so while Lt Lien
g ck;‘le]t lide a stone before her for never had he seen her
such 2 rage as ths
Another five minutes and her mind cleared She rose from
her seat and walked w th impetuous grace to ber TGAg
$ble Thern she sat down prepared her mk slab and wet h,fI:
b and swhen this was done she took & small piece of s
parchment and on 1t wrote a letter to Prince Kung "_Eldlgé'-
o Ler plight and asking his immediate help She foldec
% and pressed her gwn seal upon it and beckoned La Lu
YT 19 her side
You are to go to the capital thus very hour (;I:eb?:gs
M2nded “You are to deliver this parchment mt:u e et
of Prince Kung and from hum brng reply and
2k 1o lager than four days R
Venerable he protested “how can I: must
8he cut hun off “You can I:e::zus)eng'almast nd gro ned,
He look & sorrowful and struck B by make haste to
2t she did not melt and so be €0
p and down the ball
When he was gone sh_w 1t PAE 050 hung ber and
mee more untal he woman WeT B€ i ongh the curtams at
et Court ladies came a7d PZ' to sp ak or even to let teir
ex and went aw y not 44

Tesence be known.
g ys Prnee Kung whhmegf ngne;l ;nd
At the ead of forr & 7o to ¢ wing of the mughty
© came dusty 30d &% ,ed, Sh had not left these rooms
1ce whe e T20 F% 37 ept less while all her
she had ealen“!l 4 o this prince. What was her

o
Janed on WO
H









Empress of the Western Pnhceddnd!h the }.:.mpress of e
em Palace on this day of My death—
Here Tzu Hsi left a space and after it she added
words t
And I set My name and the impenial dynastic seal to
My will and My decree
Here agam she left a space
She rolled the parchment and put it 1 her sxf»:‘f e -
would take Sakota as Regent with her compel Hcl ol
ally and thus prevent her as an enemy Tz BS ¢
Tet a smile flicker on her bips at her own ck"em;fi watchE
Meanubde her woman and Lt Lien ymg sto0f W5,
her and waiting for her commands Weary thou
the eunuch did not da e to ask for rest the dlored
Suddenly the woman tarned her head toward 0% Dy,
door She had the sharpest ears this woman, mace
¥ears of ksten ng to hear her sovereigns ¢
I bear footsteps  she muttered
“Whose footsteps? the eunuch muttered: e 10 6
He caught Tus robes 1 his nght hand and strod
doo Heh drew the
woman hastened
door closed again, and she h { o hand pouried
eard the flat of 3 he
<ohly She opened the door a erack aad looked throueh 5
tumed 10 ber mustress Jans
o b she sad under her breath ‘it Is YU
3
e % the wnting table urned ber head starf
She rose as gh the door
ther aod Jung Lu fo:‘emm’rh'reh o v;g;fl the doot 274
drew the bar while outnde she door the eanuch 1004 &
ard. ide the door the

“hmsman  green, as smooth scl
sweet §  Trzu Hsts vone W

t
ablgi;u did not spea e yatked forward and 332 o

Ransman * she sad g, dowm om Y3
chan ond Tt o be o Mo not kneel Sut

ha: 1 been.
But Jung Lt %03 not s Ha rese and st poIog, 7™
1 her he fixed Bis @Yes on th floor hetween them and

.



% speak “Venerable we have no time for tourtesy The
Emperor 15 dymng and the Chief Eunuch sent me to tell you
Su Shun was there less than an hour ago and w th hum the
Prnces Y1 and Cheng They had thexr plot—a decree for the
JEmperor to sign appomtmg them as Regents for the Hew!
He would not sign 1t and he fell unconscious when they tried
to force him but they will come agau.

She did not p use a moment She flew past um He fol
Towed her swiftly and Ls Lien ying came after She tossed
commands across her shoulder to the eunuch as she went.

“Announce me—tell the Son of Heaven that I bring the
Heur wath mel

As though the winds bore her she went to the Hunting
Lodge She busst mto the door and none dared to stop her
She heard a chuld crymg she paused to listen and recogn zed
her sons voice Oh fortunate weepmg that led her to Juml
18he pushed amide the fnghtened women she ran through
the rooms until she found the room where he was nying She

urst through those doors ard saw a Wwoman nursing ‘her
son but he would not be comforted She swept him i her
arms and carned hum away he clinging to her neck 1 ith
both his arms slenced by astorishment but not atrafi Ste
hastened through passages and corr dors up steps of stone
through halls and chambers until she eached the innermost
of all’ and there without pause she went straiglt thro 1gh
the door that the Chief Funuch held open for her
“Does the Son of Heaven stll 1 ve” she cried

E h sad His vofce was
Ho breater b Chiel B3 'was rased [ke  bler

Shough they were trees bo ed In a
B e e ens to the Emp ror# sde and th 1s shs
s‘uoﬂyh]‘;‘;glh lg}: ::jfe:]ns,se two worls in & loud elear val o

it nswer

Sh"\‘{'j‘"hfd’“i;f’: :;gcr&o esain Ah would the I yuisg
wo AP

t s heavy eyelds lifte] fla tomna
The Emperor heard 1o 00 A w Fer furr

ey s I
s head the 98 9 0k youehei

& Ius g A
»~ The child s eyes stared o cyes bz



“My lord she smd  you must declare he 15 your herr I
you hear me raise your night han

All watched the dyng hand It lay motionless a yellow
prece of skm and bone Then while they watched it moved
wath sich effort that those watching groaned

My lard  she said mmpenously I must be the childs
Regent. None but 1 can guard fus Dfe against those who
would destroy hum  Move your night hand once more to 51
mfy your wish

Agam they saw the shght slow movement

She stepped forward to the bed and lited up the yellow

an

My lord she called my lord come back for one more

moment]

With great effort did hus soul return when her voice called
He moved hus dim eyes to rest upon her face She took the
parchment from her breast and quick as her own wish Jung
Lu brought the vermulion brush from the writing table nearby
and put 1t 1 her hand Then he took the child from her
ams

“You must sign your will my lord she said distinctly to
the dying Emperor 1 take your hand—so Your fingers about
the brush so—"

He yiclded her hus haad she held it and the fingers moved

seemed to move to make his name

“Thank you my lord she said and put the parchment
in her bosom  Rest now dear lord

She motioned wath her hand for all to withdraw Jung Lu
carried the chuld from the room and the eunuchs stood st
the far end and waited therr sleeves at thewr eyes She sJt™
down then upon the bed and Lfted the Emperors head to
rest upon her arm Did he stidl Live? She listened and heard
=« Butter in his breast. He opened his eyes wide nnd drew I
his breath

“Your peffume—sweet!

He ¥ eld hus breath an instant 1t quivered in hig throat and
then he blew 1t out In & great sigh and with it dicd,

She puthus b ad down gently upon the pillow and leaned
av ¢ bum and mooned twice  Ah~" and “Ah~" and sle wept
a Littde, her tears pure pity that a man should die so youngw

e
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and never loved Oh that she could have loved hun and for
& moment she gneved because she could not

Th n she rose and walked from the impenial chamber but
slowly as a widowed Empress walks

7 Swifter than the winds the news of death swept through
the pstace The Emperor lay m state m the Audience Hall
whose gates were barred and padlocked agawst all the I v
mg At each gate of the great bulding stood one hundred
men from the Impenal Guard appomted by Jung Lu Only
the byds were free to come and go and nest among the gold
dragons that reared themselves upon the b o-tiered roofs
Silence lay deep beneath the heavy eaves along the pillared
outer corndars but there v as no peace m such a sden ¢
Throughout the palace these walls Tud the st ggle of power
but who knew where the final battle vould ¢ ke pl ce?

3 Tzu Hat was no v the Empress Mother the mother of the
Hewr She was still young a vom n not vet thirty years of
age Princes of the blood surromded h 1 heads of strong

ts 1 yalty and calh u:iunlrf kept
1o hunself “and cach vas arefdl o b ey, Tk no
8ign of e ther fr endsh p or bosul ¥ 10

Meanuhiny the same, Su Shun Gt 2 Counclor that 1o
was had summoned the Cb € BUnuch 12 250m, as his spirs
bad raporiey e 4 ath of the Bmpe of 40d be baje ths
eunnch take a message to the Emprf“ that 1"

“Tll he S Shun sad 2o 1Y (I ¢ Pre D

ts b e il e
K:pgfggte\il‘;fynt;n{u come 10 BUNOUAER Gryzgplyes 57
be -
be sance sayk -

‘The Ch ef Eunuch made S0y o o £
hastened to do W] 1o Jung LU V10% taf on gt
to whisper s business 10 id =
; :ser ok con m T at :‘::cer Provwad 2o 0

un; 1 Thres o e

you cf,. to brng e ed ‘:.he mn;,"ff % Mee
myself outs de the door a9 = Lo N
—wnter ™ 1™y






T
from her bosom the parchment which the dymng Emperors
hand had signed In a smooth calm vorce every word dis
tmet as the strohe of a sdver bell she read the decree from
the begunoung to the end while Su Shun and the fwo Prnces

en
“ Su Shun pulled at his beard “Let me see the signatare”
he snarleq

She held the parchment w}ere he could see the name

“There 15 no seal® he cried A decree vithout the m
pent seal 15 worthless ™

He @ d not want to hear her answer or even to see the look
of consternation on her face He turned mid fled the princes
bis following shadoy s She knew at onct, h t made their
haste The impenal seal was locked within its coffer m the
death chamb r Whoever serzed 1t first vas victor She gnashed
her teeth agamst herself that she b d not wa ted for the seal
Bhe tore the headdress f om her head and th e v 1t on the
oot she pulled her ears with both her fists and was bes de
herself with rage

Stupd! she shricked agamst herself Oh stupd stipd
woman 1 and more stupid Prirce who did not wam m
early and stupid kinsman and t eacherous eunuchs  ho did
10t help me sooner] Where 1s the se 17"

She ran to the door and jerked st open but no on stood
itsde no Ch ef Eunuch not even Li L en ymg There was
10ne here to gwe chase She th ew h rself upon the floor
wd wept The vears were lost she was betrayed .

At ths moment Lady Mer peepmg th oush b e
ans saw ber mstress lymg th re as d ad and she ran

2d knelt beside her .
Oh Wn:ii,:fux" she moaned “are you wounded? D d
e fulke you? mist es but she could not

weepmg

anghseo t:hzdnf: (];f:h};?m stl] open and m t there Jung Lu
and behy d hum the eunuch Lz L en yg Just now am ed.

Oh she cned ond $h nk ba k her blood flooding up-
ward fr ;1 be  beart mta ber ch eks But Jung Lu did not
see her o}!e armsed something in hus hands a lump wrapped
in yellow stk o
— He set it down when he sln_,v; the graceful fgure Iy






opened the tip of hus tongue touched his upper lip in 2 rare
smde

“Now I see” he said now I know why Su S1un says that
such a woman as you must be killed or she will ruls the
world

They looked at one ancther Empress Princo and ¢iuch
and they broke mto trumphant ms

The impenial seal wa¢ hidden undemneath Tru Ilsis | ¢
and the rose red satm ¢ rt u o erhung it so that Iy 1]
whole palace only she and he  oman and her eumch bn w
3t was there

Do not tell me where 1t 1s hdden” Prnnce kung had
commanded I must be abl to sav I do not know

With the impenal se 1 ecure sh could da as she wivhal
Her fever left her and p ce took the place of rest! senpyr
She could and did ignor the ferment m the place whep 1
was known that the s 1 s gone and nome knew wry,
All guessed that she had t k n it a d courtesy andoh Jigy 14
took the place of ¢ Pt & mpud n & and growing g
gance Her th ee enem es k pt 1 fom her und w i,
knew that they were be d themselves since they (1 11 0y
carry out their pl t A d ths 4 }r:ius%og‘ ?!Tdmm nislen
she went gweetly and at e1se€ Y fo canng for ;"lrl’f, ”,,;':

her eunuch to thank the L dv
to assite he that she @ 14 not put this trouj « tesloe

if smnce noy g
for she could care fo hin herse ber pruf
her (u:lew\‘r]as :o w0 e needed for the Fmpey =g 00 LF0

stored to her the He
Her next deed 1 a 10 80 €PINE 'f: b e
"ot bestde her nd t 11 Ber hov B Kivar e f 1 5 geer
that they two should be the Beg uts 8Ll gy 0
achld Youand I de o050 ed it "o Mo
sisters Our | rd vl s vou m)v;;'? A
oy Itv_ 1 %t
™ She ?;};Ll Gakatas 1t {:irgdkz't‘g T byt e
tul face and how @ Full P el
sty ) if gratefully ang 7 C
y sb sud
sn lamgly | b
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Meanwhile Prnce hung retumed to the capttal there to
prepare a special truce with the enemy which vould allow
the return of the dead Emperor for hus tmpenal funeral

1 have but one warning” Prince hung told her 1 part
{ng Do not, Majesty allow any meeting between yourself
and your kansman, the Commander of the Guard Who can
value his Joyalty and his courage more than I do? Yet enerues
will have therr eyes upon you now to see if there be truth
in old gossip Instead put your trust i the Chief Eunu h
An Tel hal who gives his service whole to you and to the

er

Tzu Hsi cast reproachful looks upon the Pnnce Do you
thnk me stupid?’

“Forgive me” he said and these were his partmg words

Although she did not need 1t yet hus advice vas good
for her agamnst temptaton For ste was 3 woman and her

<t was hot, and now that the Empesor was de d she did
often 10 the mght let her wild and secret thoughts go creeping
throuh dark corndars and lonely halls and past empty r00ms
fo that gate ladge where the Impenal Gua d was stationed

ere she found him whom she loved and he thoughts circled
about hym like mourning doves remembenng hum as he hat

was b, than she howeve stro g she
s will to vield stronger al’e and never deficat or

Was hand: but m:
o e o had be n  Agamst svch

dulge ber heart. Her task
& must not giv_comfort to her
to he self until the Throne was h r3
he must ex 1t

d gty and couﬁ“}!{ “";’.
or €
g:ﬁm u.t::{’ ;j,‘;fff,; o mpert 1 Guard to whom she granted
ly Jmdn 55 without once s emung to show a diffe ence
gifts and ‘heso m  an the r commander To them too
?;ms:;r: P : ‘Jadly thavks fo their pratection of the 1
e

DS






“Venerable your enemies despatr ” the Chief Eunuch told
ber the mght before departure ‘Therefore we must watch
them at every step

“I depend on your ears” she said
+ “This 1s their plot,” the Cluef Eunuch went on  Instead of
our foyal Manchu guards Su Shun has ordered his own sol
diers to accompany you Venerable on the plea that the Im
penal Guards are needed for the dead Emperor And even I
have been commanded to attend the bier and with me your
own eunuch 1a Lien ving

She crred out “Alas—

The Ch £ Eunuch put up ks huge hand

X have worse to tell Jung Lu 1s ordered to remam behind
to guard ths Jehol palace ”

She wrung her hands together Forever?

The'Chxcf Funuch nodded his ymmense head “He tells

AR 50

*“What shall T do?” she asked 1 sharp distress Th s means
Tam to die In some lonely mountain pass who wil hear me
when T cry out to be saved

“Venerable be sure your kinsma1 has hs o m plan He
53ys you are to trust him He will be nea you

With this fa th only to uphold her she set forth :hed n;«
Mormmg at dava her sons c tt m front then hers am h:r
kotas and surrounded by the alen guard Yet all av i

calm and unafraid she spoke courteously to ev ryons

h she all but for
ing here and there and ashing last as ““’“gh Jest she vish
got, that her large toilet case be put benedﬂ: c:;a ?:s hidden
for kerchief or perfume There inher tor 8 < L O30
the mmpenal seal but none knew t Save

1f ins de 1 er cortams
When 1 was ready st 2 ﬂls}‘ieh!fgilelnnged to | ave that

and so began the sad 10U 510y o1's fow that she did

ot e a3 2008 2 G

broken a d ramn £ 1l steadily
sleep The summ“:“;‘f&:ff\?a dm am t!at soaked mto the

as the day w nt antam streams and choled the
s ndy soil and s v Jed e tains By mghtfal] thus de-
narmow roads b ¢ ¢ from any restng place and th v
layed thy “5“; ih y were foreed to stop m a e

Lsere so Tigh 178






night rather than another to kall her? Would it not be easy
to bribe a palace cook to put poison i her food or an assassin
eunuch to hrde behird some door where she must pass? She
toyed vath each thought cosung herself free from fear sny

' 4ing that 1t would indeed be annoyance to have the body nf
a dead empress to hide and would not her suby ets inquita
what had befalle her and could even her enemies tuke 4] ¢
sk of thewr anger?

The next hour passed more quickly and now sl enly
dreaded the dying of the candle I she moved the ] il L w1
wake and he was sleeping sweetly his hand fold d into Y e
Then she must call but softly to rouse her woman u {,” M
fresh candle 1 the lanter She lifted her head so to call 41 4
ber gaze which had been fixed upon the childs st piny f
at this moment caught tte movement of the leatt iy (ups 4
of the tent, It was the wind loubtless or the sl g sy

down but strll she could not ma e her eyes away i did s
call And while she watched a short sharp DRy 14 g
Jeather silently and now sh s hod amns fed 4 A
upon the thumb 1t wo e 1 red j1de nog

Without a sound she snatcl ed up the child an
the tent but m that same i t nt another hai ]
and serzed the h nd that held the dagger and ('
and the shit fell shut ag u_Al she knew &
hand! She stood and | tened nd heard men sty
saw the s de of the tent tr mble when they f Iy
heard a moan then sul nee

“Let that be an end to

Lu mutter
Sk comfort now came owing into ey o |

dovn the s
to the heart She put '
X:lses::f:s: t;e carpet to the door otfh thet re 2,
into the stormy mght Jung Lus a; u:,e 1 o
toward her and they gazed at each other f
1 knew that you vould ome, she ni
“T wll not leavcdyou, he sax
man ¢ a
“get:de 1 bave thrown the body o
«yill they not know
L Y Gare to speak hus name e
place?”

you these words oty






She sat silent m her
enough to see the l:\r?i:::;?da:sa:f the curtains parted wide
not once did he see her face tumedatny g;ntcﬁd toy ard her
§F the Guard What b thoughts o et

carcel

g Tho e ds o et oy e 5
e The cln or she  as
ane clamaz of herstruggle the Fnal baile for the Dragon
falque Traveling now at such steady 57 e et
h Forbilion & o e ek y tipeed she would enter
she resched bex palace e e sasaon and

e}.dead Emperor s loyal brothers mamb,; Cmmelan ol
B;ﬂ er how to seize the trastors pot by force fi m}‘.’s‘ fhe o
Ple would protest but with order andyd rce for then the peo-
‘ﬁﬂckednesa and her own nght as Re ent on the Fows b ;}fﬁr
ooy e the edge of her mund these s of state loomed dark
iy ok led e b o e e

¢ hard moment came s refreshed and strong when

oo surely thus + a5 pleasure to ndo throuch the autumn
Sqmtysde the dange ous mountams howrhy more_ distant
ot Jung Lu rode bes de he silent it was true and p oud,
1o that they vould not speak or look towa d each other But
he was thero and her Iife 1 2= m Bus keepmg Thus p ssed the
m” She slept sweetly m the nights and  oke hungrv m the
omirr for the fresh northern ar made her blood L ely
On the twenty ninth day of that numth month of th moon
Year she saw the alls of the cap tal nse up [ om the sur
sounding plams and the gates wer open Ins de the city the
streets « ere cleared of folk but Tzu Hsi put do m her cur
tams lest ehe see o for 1gn en my There were none. The c ty
}ay slent m suspense f news traveled faster than human
ect and the poo est tizen Jmew th t tigers were at war and
1 ar At such tum s the people wait,

Tzu Hsi had planned her course She ente ed the pal ce in
deep mourning ber robes of  hute sacheloth «nd she 3 ore
no je vels Lookng not to nght or left, she descended from
her cart . Iule eunuct s knelt on & ther side Then 1 perect
courtesy he s ent t Salotas cart and belped b 1 to descend
and b iding her 1 {t hand withia ber own nght,
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